Exclusive review
of Firebird's
infectious

ST Zarch

B MORE SCREEN COLOURS —
Photon Paint and Spectrum 512 reviewed
BWORD PROCESSORS — Pick of the pack

Atari and Commodore plans revealed

How STs help out at a major recording studio
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Your plane has ditched
0onN a mountainous
R plateau somewhere in
i deepest Tibet. You and
| your companions are
ol alive but recovery from
| the impact is short-lived
- a large shape is moving
towards you, asitgets §
closer you rub your eyes §
| in disbelief; a Dinosaur! — |
whereareyou..and |
when? Now you learn to
survive in a world
untouched by modern
life — a world frozen in
time. Stunning graphics
and startling action in
this thrilling innovative
game.

. r -‘ ;. .. | 'l'l n BE .-

You are one of the Elite — il T : Rz, H
a handpicked, crack o e

i trooper in battle against =

a formidable enemy. t II I r Il F ‘ “Sk

You'll need all your skill to
take advantage of every

situation, stamina to /' - :
keep on going where - &
others would fail and ol 5 L :
courage to face the 7 f

. | ¥ | o £

ceaseless bombardment
by enemy troops.
helicopters and artillery
and if you survive Army
Maves you'll have some
grest tales to telll

Ocean Software Limited - 6 Central Street - Manchester - M2 5NS ;.-'T



The Award winning film |~
by Oliver Stone has been
stunningly transcribed to

the software
entertainment medium
cresting a Blockbuster

Computer Game. Hailed \
as the "Best Film Tie-into | =
date” — the program has
received brilliant reviews

on all formats. Special =
boxed pack containinga |

FREE film poster, game |

picture and audio
cassette ofSmokey [

Robinson's classicsong |

“Tracks of my Tears”
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Eons have passed... yet
despite apparent
annihilation in the origina
ARKANOID game:
Dimension-controlling F‘
force "DOH" has come 4
back to life, and
occupying the huge
space-craft ZARG, has
entered our Universe.
ARKANOID type space-
fighter MIXTEC runs
through long forgotten
computer data until it
finds the answer to this
threat... "VAUS 2" is
launched and speeds
towards the threatening
alien presence, before it
can extract its revenge...
“The Revenge of Doh”

FAERY
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Hot gossip from both sides of the Atlantic with a
Comdex report and news from Atari's dealer

product show.

FUTURES

Transputers — are they all hot air? We've had a
close look at what's really going on, and reveal the
shape of tomorrow's computers.

% | LETTERS 3 2
o

How can you have readers’ letters in issue 12
Okay, so we're telling porkies — but read it anyway.

GOLD DUST 44

Steve Gold plugs into the electronic grapevine.
68020, 68030, Unix, ST laptops, Amiga graphics
upgrades... all the best news is leaked here first.

46

Yes, we want your personal details — inside leg
measurements, favourite colours... Tell us all and

we'll build a better magazine.

9 SPECIAL
1 OFFERS
; All the best ST and Amiga-ware at rock-bottom
prices, and we're giving away over £15 of goodies

with an irresistible subscription offer.

=c(| ESCAPE
SEQUENCE
Scraping rock bottom at the rear end of the issue. A
caustic cast around the month's worst stories. Also
the first episode of our 16 bit cartoon strip.

____GRAPHICS
PHOTON 37

AND

SPECTRUM

Reviews of two brand new graphics packages —
Photon Paint for the Amiga and Spectrum 512 for
the ST.

4 QUESTION-
d NAIRE

I ANIMAL
..}4] HOUSE

74

Chris Jenkins went along to the Animal House
recording studio to see how professional rock

stars use the ST's MIDI capabilities.

a PRO-SOUND

1;'1 DESIGNER
' A look at what promises 1o be the most exciting
music package yet for the Amiga, courtesy of
Eidersoft.

PROCESSORS 1 7

I's the single most important serious application
for a computer. We check out the full range of WP
packages, on both ST and Amiga.

COMPETITION 73
A £1,000+ Epson GQ3500 laser printer must be

won in this brain-taxing competition, plus a
consolation prize of a 24-pin LQ850




G% SCREENPLAY 49

The complete low-down on the month's new
releases. This month biggies are Interceptor, the
Amiga flight sim, and Virus, the ST version of the
Archie's famous Zarch,

éﬁ INDISPENS- 61

ABLES

So you think you've got the best games? Check
your collection against our hall of fame.

Gj!ia GAMEBUSTERS 71

Inside info and cunning tricks to get you onto the
high-scores tables of your favourite games.

1ST OR AMIGA? 27

Aided by some glossy photos we survey the
options available on both machines and remind you
of the questions you should be asking. Now's your
time to reach the right decision.

and drool at its spec with our in-depth review.

ssme 83

A guide to what tools and books you need to get
started on the ST and Amiga.

SURVEY
OF BASICS

There are so many dialects of BASIC out there for
both machines, are you sure you've got the right
one?

DESKTOP 90

| Get lost, Amiga owners! Two pages of tips and
technicalities exclusively for ST lovers.

WORKBENCH 93

SUPERBASE 33

Precision Software’s ultimate power user's
database arrives in ST and Amiga form. Sit back

Get lost, ST owners! Two pages of inside info to
help you get the most from your Amiga.

DTP 80

Both the ST and the Amiga are out to conquer the
world of Desktop Publishing. We're keeping a
regular monthly eye on developments.

FORMAT B 5



o

- jofthe mechanaut
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PANDORA i
Beam aboard the
generation ship Pandora at
ur peril —solving the
iguing puzzles will he!r
to decide just how evi
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Prices include postage and packing to all
UK addresses.

Please send me the following:

e e
Game Title Quantity | Price

Return to Genesis i AT et e
Atarl ST/Amiga £19.95

—— R R
AlaiSTAMIGaEI085] ] o e e R
Black Lamp

AtariSTAmigas 995 . | -0 | NN PostCode .. . .

The Sentinel
Atari ST/Amiga £19.95 lenclose acheque/postal orderforf ...

payable to British Telecom plc or please debit my

Access/Visa Card number.. . ;

Please allow up to 28 days for delivery.

Expirydate.........in : e e ek

7 Firebird and Firebird Logo are trademarks of
Signature: i e R British Telecommunications PLC.

Telecomsoft, First Floor,
64-76 New Oxford 5t, London WC1A 1PS.



Games
prices to
drop?

The iniquitous pricing of 16 bit
games could be a thing of the
past. At the moment, owners of
8-bit machines pay around £13
for a game, but ST and Amiga
owners have fo stump up twice
that for some fitles.

However, Prism Leisure's
latest product schedule looks set
to cut prices. They plan to
release new ST and Amiga titles
at £12.99 each.

Between July and
November this year Prism will be
putting out Terraforce, Who
Dares Wins I, Zed, Rocket
Roger, Battlestations, Artificial
Dreams, Arac, Trap and Pub
Games on both machines, and
Addictaball on the Amiga.

Multiface for
ST and Amiga

planned for Autumn/Christmas launch.

machines) or mini-joystick.

over £2,000, it isn't going to be a cheap option.

Laptop ST looks definite

As Winston Churchill might have said, “Never in the field of human
endeavour have so many rumours been owed to so few machines.”
Amidst the widespread ‘announcements’ of 68020 and 68030-based ver-
sions of ST and Amiga, it seems that a laptop version of the ST is being

Bearing the in-house nickname “Stacy”, the machine's specification
is as yet still the subject of the usual optimistic rumours. What seems cer-
tain is that the bottom of the range model will essentially be a 520ST with
a flat LCD screen and single floppy disk. It would be impractical to have a
mouse on a portable computer, but in the past other manufacturers have
got round this by using a trackball (you've seen them on arcade

For the bigger models, an internal hard disk drive is thought to be an option. However, bearing in mind that a
hard disk for an ST costs two or three times as much as for an IBM PC, and that laptop PCs with hard disks cost

Stacy is being developed by Perihelion Hardware of Cambridge — the same company as has done the trans-
puter-based Abaq. We rang them for news, but a they commented, “If Atari want to tell you anything that's up to
them, but we certainly won't.” Commendably secretive, but at least it seems to confirm they are doing it.

Price? Well, full-size 80 by 25 LCD screens alone cost a fair bit, so it's going to be expensive. It may go
down particularly well with musicians who need portable MIDI capabilities.

B The Atari flat-screen LCD on
display at this year's Hanover
computer show. Could this be
Stacy's screen?

Light years ahead

Elmtech Research are at the moment finalising develop-
ments on their ParSec graphics system, which sounds
as though it could be astonishing both technically and
pricewise.

ParSec is a custom built board designed to inter-
face with STs and Amigas. It provides high-speed graph-
ics processing with a retina-ripping range of 16 million
colours. This is based around an unnamed 32-bit pro-
cessor chip running at a staggering 40 MHz - that's five
times the speed of an ST or Amiga.

The plans are to release three different versions of
ParSec. The top of the range system is called Pixels,
and features a 1024x1024 pixel display with 16 million
colours. The colour palette system allows you 256 differ-
ent colours per line.

First off the block though will be a more basic sys-
tem called Colour+ at 1024x512 resolution, the 4096
colour palette allowing 16 different colours per line.

The third option will be called Text+, designed for
serious business users wanting high quality displays for

desktop publishing and the like. This will have a mono
1024x1024 display, with DTP and word processing soft-
ware in ROM.

ParSec has its own processor and video memory,
and a graphics programming language to drive it. Since
the graphics output quality is above the display capabili-
ties of the standard ST or Amiga monitors you will need
a decent multisync monitor too. A Genlock will be avail-
able at around £149 for interfacing to video editing
equipment.

And the price? Excluding VAT, Elmtech are aiming
to bring out Colour+ at £499, and Pixel+ at £699. Tex!+
is as yet unpriced. Colour+ should go into production
within a month, Pixel+ a little later.

The first versions of ParSec will work with any
model of ST — interfacing through its cartridge port — with
the Amiga and other versions to follow closely.

W Eimtech Research, 1 Victoria Arcade, Aldergate,
Tamworth, Staffs B78 7DL (0827 59566)
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Atari held a trade and press show on May 26th as a platform for their UK

PC clone - yawn - but a few old favourite projects which have long been
"a few months away” were on show and declared now to be only “a few
weeks away”.

CD ROM closer

Atar’'s CD ROM system seems set for a Summer release, after being
announced last year. The CDARS04 CD ROM unit is a standard Compact
Disc player with interface circuitry for the ST's DMA port (where a hard
disk connects). You can put special CDs into it which can store up to 500
megabytes of information - encyclopaedias, bibles, dictionaries and all
standard reference works. All you need Is the software 1o use them.

You can't write your own files to the CD ROM — it isn't like a big hard
disk - 50 punters would seem to be rather dependent on useful CDs being
developed. At least you can use the player as an ordinary Hi-Fi CD as a
* last resort!

Atari are standing by their original price of £399 inclusive of VAT, and
now estimate an August/September date for retail sales.

B Atari's CD ROM unit

Abaqs on display
The Atari transputer-based workstation project, provisionally named Abag
and described in more detail later in this issue, had a public outing. Tim
King and Jack Lang, developers of the software and hardware respective-

STs at the Café Royal

second-half-of-1988 activities. The only new product there was an 80286

Player reckoned that any serious commercial shipping was “4 to 6 weeks
away", with a target price of £3,000 to £4,000 for base systems.

Personal robots
It's a rare thing to be able to combine being futuristic with being twee, but
this company’s name does it: Personal Robots Ltd. Old ke Asimov would
be proud.

Their contribution to the Atari day was a robotics starter kit for the ST,
due for autumn release. This combines a simple drawing package, with
which you sketch your industrial robot, and an interface to drive a Lego-
built physical version. You can attach commands to screen items, so when
you click on them the robot moves.

Richard Beer, their software development manager, reckoned that
apart from rich toy novelty value it would be mainly of interest to the edu-
cational market, teaching the principles of feedback and robotics. Cost will
be £75 or so, without the Lego.

B Personal Robots Ltd, 3 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RGY
1AB (0491 578001)

ly, were showing off their babies with some stunning graphics demos.
50 Abaq machines have been issued to developers to ensure that
there is adequate software at launch time. Atari's marketing supremo Les

Oscillating ST

If you're a closet soldering iron
wielder, and you own an ST, then
there's good news from Kuma.

K-Scope and K-Spect are two
packages for the ST to allow it to
waork as an oscilloscope or spectrum
analyser respectively, using the ST
as the display. They're priced at
£149.95 each, although because
they use the same interface hard-
ware the two can be bought as a
pair al £239.90, VAT inclusive.

For the technically minded, the
K-Scope has sensitivity from 3mV to
30V per division, DG or AC to
30kHz. As well as being displayed,
the incoming signal can be saved
on the ST for later regenration or
inclusion as a graphic in docu-
ments. K-Spect can cope with
inputs up to 35kHz, displaying them
on linear or logarithmic axes.

M Kuma, 12 Horseshoe Park,
Pangbourne, Berks RG8 7JW
(07357 4335)
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QUICKIES

Metacomco (0272 428781) have
released version 2.0 of their Amiga
Pascal compiler at £89.95 (£38.50
as an upgrade to v1.0 users).
Among the new features are flexible
length string handling and OTHER-
WISE clauses in CASE statements.
Also announced is Metacomco's
ST LISP system at £89.95.

Arnor (0733 239011) now has an
office management system. Protext
Office (£34.95) and Protext Filer
(£24.95) are invoicing and data
management systems respectively
that integrate with their Protext WP.
Marauder, the popular Amiga disk
copying utility, seems to be in trou-
ble. Rumour is that Commodore
U.S. felt it encouraged piracy and,
bowing to industry pressure, have
forced Discovery Inc to cease pro-
duction. Snap it up while you can.
HiSoft (0525 718181) have been
busy with their ST. New out is
Devpac ST 2 (£59.95) which boasts

a totally integrated edit-assemble-
debug cycle. They are also distribut-
ing Manx's Aztec C (£129, or £179
for the developer's kit). Twist
(£39.95) is a switcher to allow the
ST to run several programs in mem-
ory at once. WERCS (£29.95)

GFA BASIC
Training
Reboot Camp

gy it
P s R

Duruihy Bewmicie
Michael Marks

distributors Microdeal at PO Box
(0726 68020).

stands for WIMP Environment
Resource Construction Set, and
allows pregrammers to automatical-
ly generate the assembler, C,
BASIC, Pascal, Fortran or Modula-2
headers needed fo set up any GEM
window system.

AMIGA
ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE
PROGRAMMING

Two new books of interest to programmers are just out. For ST own-
ers, Michtron’s “GFA BASIC Training Reboot Camp” takes you from
novice to expert in Glentop's popular programming system. Contact

68, St. Austell, Cornwall PL25 4YB

On the Amiga, Jake Commander's “Amiga Assembly Language
Programming"” seems a good combination of 68000 assembler tuto-

rial and Amiga-specific internals.

on Freephone 3488.

Contact the publishers John Wiley




Top Quality 2nd Drives for the Amiga
and Aari ST at low, low prices

|v Offers full compatibility with all Atari ST

models, Amiga 500 and Amiga 1000

Iv' Top quality Citizen drive mechanism
v One megabyte unformatted capacity

vV iet -
v simine design Our Price only....

v Throughport (Amiga)
‘iong oo 0ccten” Don' forget - all prices shown £99.95

either side of computer includes VAT and delivery

v External plug in PSU (Atari SD include VAT and delivery (State model when ordering)

v Full 12 months guarantee

% SOFTWARE BACKUP % RAMDISK and SET DATE/TIME accessories.

ST Mow shipping latest version 2 - includes % UNDELETE
pa:ametar oplions - handles many extra to recover accidentally lost files.
rograms. Allows better u of your disk < DISK ANALYSIS
i i INTOUT

spacel Utilises all available drives and <+ DIRECTORY PRI
?r plus DISK SPEED CHECK, UNFORMAT and

POWERFUL Dlsk Utllltles % ORGANSER ACCESSORY o

for all Atari ST models  Eovins Sy’ AW | Only £24.95
elc.
i ¢ EXTRA FORMAT Existing users can upgrade to
Now with PAHA:METER to “n?ximisa m?_g{g Shice 8 Joi gists - fthe latest version - enclose
BACKUP options! S o Meo; ek von £2.00 handling charge
o 520STFM SUMMER PACK!
includes STFM with 1MEG drive, 22
MNAT AR[ L PRINTERS
C)nly ‘.3--369 O All prices include VAT, delivery and cable
520 STFM standard model . . £269.00
1040 ST -..£429.00 "_
1040 $TF ‘with mono monitor .. .£549.00 they do c
Mega ST2 with mono monitor .. .£899.00 S features. print quali ty and value
Mﬂ’ga ST4 with mono monitor .. £1195.00 J;.ic_iti'.'lr :jcllr-l"rl-'::a'lﬂ I;'u;r Specis |-I lT:II Im” ,plh r‘I= I

Atari SLM804 laser printer, great vaiue at ..£1199.00
Atari SM124/5 mono monitor.. ..£134.00 Star LC10 raplaces the NL-10, features 4 NLQ fonts, paper paﬂung.

Atari SC1224 colour MONIMOT .......ccaiememermrmiesassnasassasisesssane £349.00 | front panel operation, PLUS 2 extra ribbons free of chargel.... .....£199.00
Atari SH205 hard disk, new style .. varennennen. £539.00 | Star LC10 7-colour version of above printer, inc.2 extra black ribbons...... :
Atari DTP system 1 - includes Maga ST2 Mono Monitor, Star NB24-10 high 24pin quality, inc.2 extra nbbons free of charga
SLMB04 laser printer, Fleet Street Publisher & 90 day on site maintenance...... £2499.00 | Star NX-15 budget wide carriage printer... A
Atari DTP snstem 2 - as above, but with Mega ST Star NB24-15 wide carriage version of NB24-10...

& includes 20mb Hard Disk Drive .. 22999 00 | NEC P2200 budget 24pin, great value 188.!5&:;:5

Amstrad DMP3160/325001 good value 10°.
Amstrad LQ3500 24pin at low price...
Amstrad DMP4000 tast wide carnaga
Panasonic KXP1081 reliable budget 1
Panasonic KXP1082 faster version, inc.
Panasonic KXP3131 daisywheel...

Low cost cut sheet feeders!urnburvepﬂntarsauilahle pmm phom!brdetalls

How 1-0 orde’ fl-om All prices include VAT and delivery. Next day delivery £5.00 extra.

Phllllps CMB833 colour monitor c/iw ST iead..
Phillips CM8852 as above, higher resolution ..
(Extra £10.00 discount on Fhillips monitors if bo

1EM proprinter emulation..

L1} -
. Send cheque, Postal Order |Evesham Micros Ltd
3 5 dISkS AT IS (P o dccessivisa card detaits| 63 BRIDGE STREET
10...€11.95 in plastic case £13.95 Phone us w“h your !I;nv‘l., educ. & PLC orders welcome WORCS WR11 4SF
25...£27.95 in 40 cap case 234._95 ACCESS or ws{; j;":;;:iu ﬁ?ﬂlﬁhu:ftu&ﬁﬁ;.ﬁohi @igxsggg_?;gggoo
Fully guaranteed double sided media card details on : Open to callers 6 days, 9.30-5.30 telex 333294

T 0386-765500 [ @ 1762 Pershore Ra., Coticridge, Birmingham B30 IBH Tel: 021 458 4564




W X-Specs 3D

gy o
B Deluxe Video 1.2

B AmigaDO0S5 1.3 due

W Flicker Fixer board

Format in the U.S.A.

In the UK, whatever the technical merits
of the two machines it is generally
accepted that the ST has sold about
three times as many unils as the
Amiga. However, in the Sfates the
reverse holds, and the Amiga is very
much the dominant parly. ST Amiga
Format crossed the globe to visit the
COMDEX computer show in Atlanta
find out what's due here in the Summer
and Autumn this year.

Head monitor
In the past, the Amiga colour moni-
tor has attracted criticism on two
counts; firstly, it can't display the
Amiga's high resclution interlace
mode screen without flickering terri-
bly, so robbing Amiga owners of
their machine's most powerful
assel. Secondly, for business users
the lack of a high-definition mono
screen has always been a problem.
Commodore themselves have
now rectified this with the official
announcement of a long-persis-
tence phosphor colour monitor, the
2080, and also the 2024 high reso-
lution monitor. The 2024 is a
strange beast, and it isn't quite clear
how it fits onto an Amiga. It will be a
1008 by 800 pixel screen with 2 bit-
planes, so it isn't really mono,

AmigaDOS 1.3
Most exciting news for Amiga own-
ers is the impending launch of a
new version of AmigaDOS, 1.3.

With a new ‘fast file' filing sys-
tem Commodore reckon they have
speeded up disk access by a factor
of five or more — but only for hard
disk users. The improvements won't
apply to floppy disk drives until
AmigaDOS 1.4 hits the streets.

On the printing front, more and
better-written printer drivers claim to
speed up graphics printing up to
four times. Owners of Epson LQ
printers and HP DeskJets are
catered for. Interestingly, Com-
modore seem to be gearing up for a
desktop publishing assault, as the
new Workbench disk contains ver-
sions of Times, Helvelica and
Courier fonts designed by Adobe,
the leading typeface company.
Adobe fonts have been instrumental
in the success of the Apple
Macintosh as a DTP system.

For number-crunching fans out
there, there will be improvements on
the speed of the mathematical
libraries, and the Amiga will be able
to detect and use the 68881 maths
co-processor if it is fitted.

For non-hackers who eschew
the CLI and only run programs from
the WIMP Workbench interface,

there is still good news. The con-
tents of the RAM disk will be pre-
served during a soft reset (eg. a
Control-Amiga-Amiga  keypress).
There is a screen snapshot utility for
saving your display to a graphics file
at any time. Finally, for program
developers there is a utility to create
icons and link them to CLI pro-
grams.

CLI users at last get the benefit
of a command line history - the abil-
ity to edit the last command line you
typed if you made a mistake.

The upgrade comes in three
parls - Workbench disk, Extras disk
and Kickstart ROM chips. Most
users only need the disks, but a
couple of changes need to be made
in the ROMs if, for instance, you
want to aute-boot off a hard disk.

And as 1o availability,
Commodare reckon it should be out
by the end of the summer, and are
looking to set a low price. “We
regard it as a service to our users,
so we aren't looking to make a
killing out of it — just cover our
costs,” said US marketing man Paul
Higginbottom. He reckoned $15
might be reasonable for the disk
version.

W Commodore UK, The Switch-
back, Gardner Rd., Maidenhead,
Berks SL6 7XA (0628 770088)

3-D Amiga

Remember those 3-D shocker films
at the local Odeon? They could
soon be on your Amiga screen with
X-Specs 3D from Haitex.

X-Specs is a headset through
which you view your screen. It con-
sists of liquid crystal panels capable
of switching from opague to trans-
parent exceptionally fast. On a UK
TV, the screen in fact displays two
interlaced images at 25 frames a
second each. The first image is all
the even-numbered lines on the
screen, the second all the odd-num-
bered lines. 25 frames a second is
sufficiently fast that the human eye
normally merges the two into one
continuous picture.

X-Specs exploits this: the LCD
headset blocks out, say, the even
frames from your left eye and the
odd frames from your right eye. This
means your brain is fooled into
thinking it is getting true stereoscop-
ic signals, and with suitable pictures
you see in 3-D.

Haitex are selling X-Specs in
the States at $124.95. No UK deal
has been announced yet,

B Haitex are at 208 Carollton Park,
Suite 1207, Carroliton, Texas
75006, USA

Flicker-free
screens
Commodore's long-persistence
phospher monitor is one solution to
the problem of the Amiga's high res-
olution graphics flicker, but not the
best one. Long-persistence phos-

phars tend to blur the image.
MicroWay have developed the
‘Flicker-Fixer' to to the job cleanly.
Flicker-Fixer is a plug-in board for
the Amiga which effectively sets up
a fast video memory and sends the
display frames fo the monitor at a
higher rate, eliminating flicker.
Results we saw at COMDEX
were very impressive, but it's not
really a home user's solution:
Flicker-Fixer costs £396.75 inc VAT
in the UK, and you need a
MultiSync monitor too (£500+) to
display the faster rate frames.
W MicroWay Eurgpe, 32 High
Street, Kingston-on-Thames,
Surrey KT1 1HL {01-541 5468)

Animated excite-
ment

The Amiga is pretty good at produc-
ing colourful still pictures, but who
wants stills? Two new animation
packages are now out to change
your screen forever. Microillusions'
contribution is Photon Video; its rival
from Electronic Arts is Deluxe
Video. We hope to have a detailed
comparison of the two next month.

Animation packages as a whole
are advancing steadily in sophistica-
tion, but what make these two differ-
ent is that they can also process a
digitised soundtrack and synchro-
nize it with the visual display. You
can then send the results to a home
video recorder. It should be a piece
of cake to cobble together your own
home Max Headroom show.

Photon Videa in the U.S. costs
$149.95. For the professionals out
there, an optional extra is the
Transport  Controller  ($299.95)
which allows you to inlerface the
Amiga into a studio quality frame-
by-frame video editing console.
Deluxe Video 1.2 costs £69.95.

W Microillusions' UK distributor is
Activision, 23 Pond St, Hampstead,
London NW3 2PN (01-431 1101)
B Efectronic Arts, 11/49 Station
Road, Langley, Berks SL3 8YN
(0753 49442)

DTP gets serious
That Commodore are about to pro-
duce an Amiga-based Desktop
Publishing package is all but official
news now. The question on every-
body's lips is, "Whose software will
be chosen to head it up?”
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Professional Page demanstration at
COMDEX was impressively sending
draft prints to a Hewlett-Packard
colour dot matrix printer, and print-
ing final separations on a laser next
to it.

B Gold Disk's UK distributors are
HB Marketing, Brooklyn House, 22
The Green, West Drayton, Middx
UB7 7PQ (0895 444433).

Go faSTer
Forget all these fancy 68020 and
030 stories. Strange Systems were
showing their ST Accelerator board,
which doubles the speed of any
model of ST for $249.

Kevin Henderson, a partner in
Strange Systems, had to admit that
they were demonstrating an early
prototype. It seems his car had
been broken into on the way to
COMDEX and all their show models
stolen.

ST Accelerator works by
replacing the 8 MHz 68000 chip at
the heart of the ST by a 16 MHz
version, the 68000-16. The clock
generating hardware also need to
be replaced, and the whole upgrade
is switchable — you can turn it off if it
is making your favourite game too
hard to play!

W Strange Systems, 109 W. Bay
Area Bivd., Webster, Texas 77598,
USA.

B Kevin Henderson taking philo-
sophically the loss of all his fast
ST stock, destined for the
COMDEX show.

I W U S Ty Y-

MINDFIGHTER
Activision M ST & Amiga, £24.99
Complete with a full-length novel,
parapsychology is the central theme
of this graphic adventure in which
you have glimpses of the future -
and it looks bleak. An impending
nuclear holocaust to be exact. It's
your small job to save the world (yet
again). Digitised photos add a neat
edge to your labours.

SENTINEL

Firebird @ Amiga, £19.85

An eagerly awailed conversion of
one of the most original releases of

g can be reached
(ight of stalrs.

\s 8 BM¥, 8 Volvo and a Porsche hare.

bine with artful images to illustrate a
tale of high finance and low ethics.
Deceit, greed and double dealing
come your way after you're framed
as the fall guy for cocaine dealing
high-fiyers.

recent years. A siralegy game in
which you absorb and transfer ener-
gy from objects scattered about a
series of landscapes in an attempt
to defeat the Sentinel overseeing
all. Since there are 10,000 levels
you could end up expending quite a
lot of energy yourself.

PANDORA

Firebird B ST, £19.95

Having beamed aboard the rene-
gade spaceship Pandora, your task
is to salvage alien artifacts and dis-
able the craft. Assorted psychos,
aliens and robots roam its vast inte-
rior. Crazy comic strip fights and a
wealth of interactive characters look
set to make this punch-em-up warth
waiting for.

WHIRLIGIG

Firebird B ST, £19.95

Intriquingly described as ‘a sort of
Pony express in space’. It claims to

B Pandora

Monsieur J.M. Jarre providing the
sound.

STARGLIDER 2
Rainbird B ST & Amiga, £24.95

A sequel which cuts through the
hype stacked on its overrated pre-
decessor. The demo of Starglider 2
we saw left all other animated solid
3D releases firmly on the ground.
With over a hundred 3D objects
moving at unheard of velocities,
you'll appreciate why it took eight
people a year to put this together.

SPACE HARRIER
Elite @ ST, £19.99

A conversion of the stunning coin-
op which doesn’t seem to suffer in
the way it looks and feels. Frantic
action for which you should really
be plugged into the mains — you'll
be glad you don't have to keep
sticking real £1 coins in the slot.
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