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The complete package for Atari ST and Commodore Amiga owners
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NEWS

S

All that's new and vital on the ST and Amiga -

goings on at the recent Commodore Show and

first sightings of up and coming games.

It's video, Jim, but not as we know it. All you've
been dying to ask about interactive video, CD-
ROMs and the exciting world of CD-Video.

72

All the programs you'll ever need are already out
there, waiting to be claimed. We explain how to

get at them.

More cut price goodies from the wide boys on
the ST Amiga Format market stall. And why not
take out a subscription while you're there?

94

Steve Gold has his ear to the wires — rumours
abound of a new ST operating system, writs,
counterwrits and other good news for lawyers.

AMIGA PD

GOLD DUST

ESC

LETTERS

95

Will we publish your bouguet or brickbat? Or
answer that question you've puzzled over for
months? You only have to flip to these pages to

98

ESCAPE
SEQUENCE

The page where all those ridiculous PR stunts
are exposed to public scorn. Your company
name in this section ensures success —
Superheroes included.

SCREENPLAY

G

Only the true stars make it into our monthly Star
Chamber. The patent Format review system
highlights the best in Captain Blood, Corruption,
Sentinel and many more.

GAMEBUSTERS 74

Tips and tricks to put the colour back in your
cheeks. You won't be sitting still for long with
this month's game gazumpers.



DELUXE VIDEO 36

A full review of this hot Amiga video package,
plus who's doing what in the world of computer
animation, and a look back at cartoon history.

DESKTOP
PUBLISHING

Both Atari and Commodore are making inroads
into this burgeoning market. A survey of the best
available on both machines.

K-SCOPE

Why stop with software for your ST? Kuma would
like you to use it as an oscilloscope as well,

26

What do spreadsheets do and does Digita's

Digicalc come up to spec on the ST?

A rare thing — primary school software for the
ST tested by primary school children, and an
Amiga typing tutor tested by a trainee typist.

33

Alkn-one WP and database for the Amiga. See
how well they integrate in our fullfeature review.

Ever wondered who invented computers?
Portraits in Silicon interviews the pioneers.

DIGICALC

QUICKIES

WRITE AND
FILE

BOOK LOOK

E INTO THE MIDI 60

The music standard which has tied together
instruments from all sorts of manufacturers — a full
survey of the scene, where to go and what to buy.

LEARN BASIC

76

Get programming with HiSoft's Power BASIC, as
seen on this month's cover disk, and Amiga

BASIC too.

DEVPACS ON

TEST

HiSoft aim to ease the burden for programmers.
We check out Devpac Amiga and the brand new

enhanced ST version, Devpac 2.
| !I! DESKTOP 84

The best tips and wrinkles you're ever likely spot
for your ST. Nothing whatever for Amiga users in
these pages - sorry folks.

c= WORKBENCH 86

Tips, tricks and Intuition to speed the use of
your cuddly Amiga. Not suitable for ST users —
sorry again.

FORMAT m 3



Adari 20mg £575
Supra 20mg - £575
[riangle 20mg £499
Triangle 40mg £699

9 Pin D/'M
Star LC10 £225
Star LC 10 Colour £275
Citizen LP10 £199

24 Pin D/'M
NEC 2200
Epson LQ500
Star LC10/24
Epson LQE0D
Daisy Wheels
Gachen
Laser Printers
Atari SLMB804 Laser

Star Laser :

£429.99
£429.99
£429.99

Phone
£199

£1350

2 |_J L,!

ir Laser Price Inc

5 On Site Warrenty

Includes 90 day

-
L

old 520 STFM boards only.

Upgrade boards £135
Boards + 2.5 Mg Phone
Boards + 4 Mg Phone
| Mg STFM (fitted) £105
| Mg STFM (Kit) £00
STFEM Upgrade fitiing

service £15
f any of the above Upgrades

possible.

INTERN

ATARI HARDWARE

520 STM's Phone for availa-
bility

520 STFM's Summer Pack

520 STFM + | Mg internal
drive + joystick + over £400
of latest release software

for only £399
1040 STF’s £480
While stocks last.

External Modulators for

the 1040 STF's £54.99
SM124 mono monitor £139
SC1224 colour £375

Commodor Amiga 500

pack £38

Philips 8883 colour

monitor £299
Tv’s and others phone
Any of above bought with a
computer Deduct £10

BUSINESS SYSTEMS

MEGA ST 2

2048K CPU+3.5" Floppy
Drive + SM124 Mono
Monitor.

......

MEGA ST 4
4096k CPU+3.5" Floppy
Drive+ SM 124 Mono

Monitor.

...... £1379.99
DTP SYSTEM I
Mega ST 2
SLM 804 Laser Printer
Additional 3.5" Floppy
Drive.
SM 124 Mono Monitor.

DTP Software.

....... £2874.99
DTP SYSTEM 2
Mega ST 4.
SLM 804 Laser Printer.
SH205 20Mg Hard Drive.
SM 124 Mono Monitor.
DTP Software.

...... £344999
PC2 SD

512k CPU+5.25 Floppy
Drive+PCM 124 Mono
Monitor.

PC2 DD.
512k CPU + 2x5.25 Floppy
Drive + PCM 124 Mono

Monitor

£747.49
PC2 HD
512k CPU + 5.25 Floppy
Drive + 30Mg Hard Drive +
PCM 124 Mono Monitor.
£1092.49

ADBROKE
OMPUTING

33 Ormskirk Road,

Preston, Lancs, PR1 2QP.
Tel: (0772) 21474 (1 line)
(0772) 203166 (5 lines)
Bul/Board (0772) 27236
6.00pm to 9.00pm

ATIONAL
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Computers
Monitors
Disk Drives
Hard Disk
Printers

3.5D8.5:25D/s
D/b D/
96TPI
Each £1.50 = £0.70
i £14 £6.50
%10 + Plastic Lib: ¢cas
£15.50 £8.00
X100 + case
£140 £70
%500 + cases £630 £330
All Disks are Top. Quality
and are

uncondiiional
irantee.

High Quality

£2.99
£5.80
!;| '|_,__'1r'|

£26.00

Iso stock a full range of
quality P/D ST Software at
£2 00 nar 3%

PET QISKS
Send S.AE for
catalogue,

We stoek Music Software
and Hardware for the ST
inc n AKAIL

g4y C I
Sui Habbyist and
Prot | applications

UTILITIES
AB ANIMATOR
£14.99

Animated Graphics Tool for
the ST.

Supports GFA and FAST
Basics.

Compatible with DEGAS and
NEOCHROME files.

Full Facilities such as Draw,
Fill, Grid Copy etc Includes
FREE basic routines and demo

progs.

PICSTRIP £6.99

Full screen picture manipula-
tor.

Supports GFA, FAST and

ST BASICs.

Compatible with DEGAS,
NEOCHROME and AB
ANIMATOR.

Grab all or part of a picture in
all resolutions.

QUICK LIST PLUS &

MASTERMAT £6.99

Directory Database
Compiler with customised
format and copy protect prog
on same disk.

EDUCTIONAL
SPELL AND ADD

WITH OSCAR £12.99
EACH

Spell teaches keyboard skills,
spelling and motor
coordination while Add
teaches addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division.

- -

Make payable to:

TO ORDER Simply send, or phone your order,
stating full name, address, VISA or ACCESS No's,
Cheque or Money Order.

LADBROKE COMPUTING INTERNATIONAL.
SEND SAE FOR FULL CATOLOGUE.

it is far cheaper.
extras. WYSIWYG.

Our mail order dept. gives the same excellent service to our cutomers
as our premises at the above address has done for the past 8 years. All
Software/Hardware has been tested prior to delivery thus ensureing
that customers receive working items and the frustration of returning
faulty goods is now a thing of the past.

This kind of quality service does costa little more but in the long run

All prices fully inclusive of VAT. Delivery, there are NO hidden

For next day delivery add £3. Prices correct at time of going to press.




BASIC 3
from GFA
“GFA's new BASIC 3 interpreter
for the ST is due to hit the
streets in mid-July. Version 2
has already established itself
as a major contender for the
most popular alternative to
standard ST BASIC, and BASIC
3 opens up the language with
additional structures, improved
editing and error correction,
and many more graphics com-
mands including better control

of GEM.

The new interpreter, mar-
keted in this country by
Glentop at £65, boasts a
whole stack of new features
and keywords. These include
new commands like CASE and
ENDSELECT, and extensions to
existing commands, such as
ELSEIF and OTHERWISE. Multi-
line funtions are now also sup-
ported.

On the editing side, revi-
sions to the editor, tracing
functions and the addition of
DUMP (which lets you dump
the contents of variables and
arrays) all aid program cre-
ation and debugging. New data
types, borrowed from the
world of Pascal and Modula 2,
help to tie down data struc-
tures, and there are also new
commands for direct bit level
manipulation.

The graphics side of the
program has also been upgrad-
ed with new Logo-style turtle
graphics commands and bet-
ter access to GEM for manipu-
lation of windows, pulldown
menus and dialogue boxes.
Version 3 is claimed to be fully
compatible with version 2 and
should run earlier programs

A Version 3 compiler and
an Amiga version of the inter-
preter are also being written,
but won't be available for some
months to come.

B Glentop, 1 Bath Place,
Barnet, Herts EN5 5YE (01-
441 4130)

Major business push

for Atari

Atari are set for an onslaught on the micro business
market with the launch of seven new products
squarely aimed at the serious user. The new range
will be coming out under the ‘Hyper’ banner, and is
geared up for launch before the end of September
this year. Three quarters of them are UK-originated
products.

Bob Katz, Atari's Technical Director comment-
ed, “We're aiming these products particularly at the
Mega ST user, but theyll all work on the 520 up.”
All the products are designed to run directly under
GEM, making full use of features like multiple fonts
and common device drivers to try for a ‘Macike’
user interface. They will be marketed directly by
Atari.

The first two products, both of which should be
available by the time you read this, are Microsoft
Write (the only one not under the Hyper- label) and
HyperPaint. Write is a top flight word processor with
a full spell checker and the ability to import graph-
ics. HyperPaint is described as a professional paint-
ing program with some revolutionary features:
among these are the ability to zoom and edit a pic-
ture at 300 dpi resolution (that's the quality of a
laser printer), to automatically filter ‘noise’ from
scanned images, and to handle a picture of any
size, limited only by the amount of memory in your
ST. Presumably a 4Mb Mega ST can easily handle
billboards! Anti-aliasing is used to smooth the edges
of lines and objects.

Other hyper products close to completion
include HyperChart, a port of Davrelle’s award-win-
ning chart creation program from the PC and
HyperDraw,

an objectoriented drawing program similar to
EasyDraw but with an improved user interface,
HyperPlan is a spreadsheet which was first shown
at the Hanover fair to much acclaim. It is compati-
ble with the industry standard Lotus 1-2-3, but with
an improved working style close to that of
MicroSoft's Excel.

The final two products planned are the
HyperSomething database (no finalised name!) and
HyperProject project planner. HyperSomething will
offer similar functions to Superbase Professional,
and will be able to store graphics and sounds in its
records. Now if it can interface to MIDI that will be
interesting....

B Atari, Railway Terrace, Slough, Berks SL2 5B7
(0752 33344)

Amiga animation
competition

The Edinburgh Festival is not all Joan Bakewell and
Tattoos this year. In amongst the standard fare of
African drummers and Balkan poets The Amiga
Centre Scotland will be hosting the first Edinburgh
Festival Computer Animation Competition, from 11th
to 20th August.

The competition, to accompany a workshop and
exhibition, is to find the best animation generated
using an Amiga. The first prize is being provided by
Commodore themselves, an Amiga 500 or
Commodore hardware to the same value. Other
sponsors include the Disc Company, who'll be
giving away various software products such as
Imagine, a new 3D animation package, and Kind
Words, their word processor.

There are no predefined categories and
entries can be made on disk or PAL video tape.
You don't have to travel to Edinburgh in person,
although if you don't you'll be missing a cultural
bonanza!

Animation competitions are big business in the
States - the curiously named Badge Killer
Competition held in October last year at Stanford
University resulted in some truly amazing demos for
the Amiga turning up. Now is the chance for you to
help prove that UK programmers can beat the best
the US has to offer any day!

Among the names who have expressed interest
are Eric Graham, author of Sculpt-3D, Animate-3D and
the classic Juggler demo; Martin Hash, author of ani-

B Can you beat Juggler, Eric Graham’s classic Amiga
animation?
mator Apprentice; and Joel Hagen, winner of the
aforementioned Badge Killer contest. The judges will
be professional graphic designers and animators
from the world of TV and films.

Closing date for finished entries is 1st August, so
you'd better hurry. There’s no entry fee.
B Further details from lain Anderson, Animation
Competition, The Amiga Centre Scotland, 4 Hart
Street Lane, Edinburgh E1 3RN (031-557 4242)
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Deluxe Photolab
processes HAM

PHoOTOLAB

v

The latest in the Deluxe series of
graphics programs from Electronic
Arts boasts the ability to print your
favourite Amiga art in sizes up to 3 §
metres square (). Deluxe Phatolab,
a snip at £69.95, operates in any
of the Amiga's screen modes,
including the 4096 colour HAM
mode. The program can handle
images up to 20 times the size of
an Amiga screen, limited only by
available memory, and can support
two screens simultaneously, even
allowing cut and paste between the
two. S e e

Deluxe Photolab offers a host of painting tools, such as four point
curves, adjustable airbrushes and anti-aliasing (which even takes effect
on printing, to the resolution of your printer). The package clams to
offer full control over the colour palette, including colour merging, pixel
population counts and colour separations. Included in these special tech-
niques is a function to convert images from any Amiga screen mode to
any other.
W Electronic Arts, 11/49 Station Road, Langley, Berks SL3 8YN (0753
46465)

= = i e e e i
Big screens, fancy fonts

When it comes to displays, 'Big
Is Beautiful seems to be the
order of the day on both Amiga
and ST. New add-on screens for
both machines could be just
what your tired eyes are crying
out for — at a price!

On the ST side, Mirrorsoft is
to market a range of large
screen mono monitors. These
units, of French origin, are
designed to address a common
complaint among the DTP frater-
nity — even the high resolution
mono screen on an ST isn't
capable of displaying a com-
plete A4 page. The people at
Mirrorsoft, used to working with
the cream of DTP equipment,
have come to the rescue with
17", 19" and 24" monitors capa-
ble of displaying up to 1280 x
1024 pixels.

B An ST with Megavision

Your standard ST screen
remains active alongside the
Megavision, and special soft-
ware allows you to displaying
the output of different programs

on each screen — a word proces-
sor and a DTP, for instance. You
can also use one monitor to
enlarge any section of the other
and call up the GEM menu from
any point on the Megavision

screen. Prices range from
£1000 to £1600.

For the Amiga, Tri
Computers are offering two

sizes of colour screen in either

e

=

m An Amfga running '.l'|-r1'
Computer's big screen.

long persistence (suitable for
interlace mode displays) or

Multisync  configurations  (with
scanning rates up to 40kHz).
The Coltron Sword 37 is the 14"
model, while the 5140 is a full
20" screen capable of displaying
a complete A3 page (or Ad
spread). Prices start at £747.50
for either of the small screen
models rising to a cool £2070
for the true Mega screens.

B Mirrorsoft, Headway House,
66-73 Shoe Lane. London

EC4P 4AB (01-377 4761)

W Tri Computers, 161-169

Uxbridge Road, Ealing, London
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Brief briefs

Frontier  Software (0423
67140), importers of the Supra
range of hard disk drives for the
ST, have announced price cuts
across their entire range. The 20
Mbyte drive is cut by £50 from
£599.95 to £549.95 while the
60 Mbyte version drops from
£1499.95 to £999.95.
Roundhill (0672 54675) have
version 4.0 of Lattice C available
for the Amiga at £115 and
Metacomco (0272 428781)
can supply the Lattice compiler
companion with loads of useful
utilittes for use with C, BASIC,
Modula-2, Pascal, or Assembler.
The companion costs £86.25.
Newday (01-948 2516), have
introduced a video digitiser for
the Amiga which can digitise up
to four images in RAM in real
time and save them in standard
IFF format. It normally uses 16
grey scales but has an optional
32 scale mode for increased
quality.

Mirrorsoft (01-377 4837) have
developed a special version of
Fleet Street Publisher ST to inter-
face to the Linotron 202 photo-
typesetter. If you happen to have
a 202 at home (they cost
£10,000-ish), FSP for it goes for
an undisclosed sum.

Kuma (07357 4335) have
released K-Gadget (£29.95), a
quaintly named Amiga program-
mer’s toolkit. It aims to help you
design complex requesters and
gadgets in C source code.
George Thompson Services
(077 082 234) have signed up
the rights to two German Amiga
utilities. Int-Switch (£9.99) is a
program to disable expansion
RAM and bridgeboard. It survives
a warm boot, so is needed for
some games that fall foul of
expansion RAM.  TurboPrint
(£29.99) is a high speed printer
driver and screen dumper for all
screen modes and printer types,
lasers included.

W Faster than a speeding bullet,
but still unlikely to reach us
before September.
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Unit 1, Willowsea Farm, Spout Lane North
Stanwell Moor, Staines. Middx TW19 6BW

Telephone: (0753) 682988
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Leaderboard .., - U5, Gold

24 95

1999

19.95
1499
2499
249
2495

999
2499

29.99

13.50
10.25
16.50
16.50
16.50

7.00
1850

19.50
1350
1350
19.50

700

7.00
16.50
135
16.50
19.50
13.50
16.50
16.50

7.00
1025
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1350
16.50
17.50
13.50
19.50
13.50
13.50
16.50
19.50
13.50

7.00
13.50
13.50
19.50

S5.P. OUR PRICE

A500 Computer Built in 3172 Disk Drive
Anagamsxu:mwmu- "‘I"rne'\feq
Firs?) .. .. 39999 350.00

Asoﬁlasm]nm1wcdmrrrm 69995 G20.00

TS0.00
32500
210.50
250
AS01 51.21( RA“EWM Plus.
Bafiery Backed Clock ... — 1] 11250
B2000 Computer ... e 129525 115050
B2000/C with 1084 Colour Moo ............. 132153 126850
2nd External Disc Drive for AS00 ...
Disc Bowes (Holos 40 Discs) .

I}msmn-loushﬁaﬂa
Mouse Mats

Bax of 10 Blank Discs in Box .




The Commodore Show
disrupted traffic around

Hammersmith early in June,

but ST Amiga Format, like

most sensible punters, came

by Tube. We found a quietl
confident Commodore and
plenty of others out to sell
their wares.

Computer shows are a function of the micro scene
you grow to love and hate. On the plus side they're
one of the few places you can pick up first hand
news, gossip, slander and free food - if you've got a
magic hack's pass. Against that, they make you
sweat, oblige you to laugh a lot at the poor jokes of
PR companies and take several miles of wear of the
soles of your shoes. On balance it really depends
what you get to hear...

Look, no Hans

Christian Andersen, Commodore's European supre-
mo, headed up their 'very passable’ champagne
breakfast (their PR company's words, not ours) and-
was full of how Commodore had survived the last two
lean years and were now poised to invest over £5
million in promoting the Amiga as a ‘leisure comput-
er.

Andersen ended the intense speculation by con-
firming a £100 cut in the price of the A500, bringing
it into line with the Atari ST 520 at £399. Dealers and
potential users alike have been lobbying Commodore
for this reduction, which should put the cat among
the pigeons over the summer months.

e ST T e R 2

AAAE!
Not the noise you might make
after hearing the price of the
A2500, but the name of some
very impressive software from
Ariadne currently on test with,
among others, British Aerospace,

means someone

around £1200.

money) at £402.50; if you're still
in the running, remember you'll
also need a laser disc, costing

W Ariadne 273 Kensal Road,

y

W Steve Franklin, Commodore’s UK MD

Andersen was at pains to stress, however, that
the price cut is only the first stage in a2 major drive
throughout Europe, which now accounts for 60% of
Commodore's worldwide sales. Commodore claim
600,000 sales worldwide, of which 40,000 in the UK
is the official figure.

Flanking the man from Munich were the comp-
any's UK head, Steve Franklin, and Dean ‘he's in a
meeting’ Barrett, their elusive Marketing Manager.
Franklin was keen to highlight the top of the range
68020 Amiga 2500, which he said would boast a
three-partiion hard disk capable of running
AmigaD0S, MS-DOS and Unix. Before you reconsider
your AB00 purchase, though, it's worth mentioning
that the likely price is around £7000 and that it's
expected to have the performance of a VAX mini-com-
puter.

B Commodore UK, The Switchback, Gardner Road,
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7XA (0628 770088)

with lpadsa- | The advantage of this system,
though, and what the company
obviously hopes will justify the

extra £300 over the cost of a

Warton, Lancs, as part of their
Tornado Aircraft Ground Crew
training system. The software
package gives you complete con-
trol over a variety of laser disc
players, the bestknown of which
being the Philips model. The laser
disc is linked to the Amiga as a
completely new device and can be

London W10 5DB (01-960 0203)

accessed through the software to | M Ariadne’s Hanafi Houbart and
provide instantaneous control of | the AAAE video device
its running.

With the Ariadne Amiga Burocare
Application Environment  (AAAE) bonanza

Video Player Device you can con
trol a laser disc directly from an
iconic control panel which appears
over the top of the video output
on your screen. You can loop,
freeze, forward and backtrack the
display and jump instantly to any
part of the disc. The software is
priced for the professional (that

8 B FORMAT

As always, the punters love sexy
hardware. One stand which
seemed jam-packed with wizzo
gadgetry was Burocare's — of per-
haps greatest interest to Amiga
users was the removable hard
drive system. For £1035 you get
a 525 hard drive with a
respectable access time of 40ms.

Hard Sell, Soft Sell

fixed hard disk, is that you can
remove the 20 Mbyte cartridge
and replace it with another, and
another, and another. The only
drawback other than the initial
cost is that the cariridges cost
£57.50 each. Still, for business
use this may be acceptable.

Also on the Burocare stand
were a realiime colour digitiser
for £920 and the HP Paintlet
colour inkjet printer at a touch
under £1000, capable of repro-
ducing the Amiga's full 4096
colours.

B Burocare, 211 Kenton Road,
Harrow, Middx HA3 OHD (01-907
3636)

A life on the
Ocean wave
Bars are wonderful places. A
sense of the variety of life and the
odd pint of invigorating ale. Pints
in the MNovotel are hardly that, but
all in the line of duty we managed
to keep one down long enough to

chat to Gary Bracey of Ocean.

Apart from much time debat-
ing whether to buy an Amiga for
the company “to assess the oppo-
sition's software”, Bracey did man-
age to mention ‘Operation Woif',
Ocean's forthcoming release
which, we were assured, will be
the ‘Out Run’ of 1988. The Amiga
version will include graphics port-
ed directly from the arcade
machine and should be here in the
Auturmn, assuming the program-
mer can cut the code to fit onto
less than the current 7 disks!

AMIGA AMIGOS




SO MUCH FOR SO LITTLE!

There is nothing that can compare with the incredible value for money offered by Atari's
520ST-FM. For only £260 (+VAT=£299), you can purchase a powerful 512K RAM computer,
with a 95 key keyboard (including numeric k ), MIDI interface, GEM, a palette of 512
colours, mouse controller, and a 512K built-in disk drive. The 520ST-FM has a TV modulator
built-in, and comes with a lead to allow you to plug it straight into any domestic colour
television set. The mains transformer is also built-in to the keyboard, so there are no messy
external boxes. You couldn't wish for a more compact, powerful and stylish unit. Atari ST
computers are now firmly established in the UK, there are naariy 500 software titles already
available for a wide variety of applications and the list is growing all the time. And that's not
all. When you buy your new 520ST-FM (or any Atari ST computer) from Silica Shop, you will
get a lot more, including a FREE Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £100. Read the ONLY FROM
SILICA section on the left, to see why you should buy your new high power, low price 520ST-
FM from Silica Shop, the UK's No1 Atari Speciallsm For further details of the range of Atari

suppor.
uring your Ateri eompiting lite and most of these facilities are
¥ou read through what we have o alfer,

From Silica

wmm
4u|¢mmlsuiumuunlemmmnﬂhl mmMnu
mw:mnm mmnﬂ
ST computer

other a3 wibll
all relevant to 5T computing. Retum the coupon below for full dotails.

DEDICATED SERVICING - Onfy From Silica

ﬂﬂiunllm dupulmm mwmmmwm

e 15 o tha m“"-:nmm nzm%m W‘..“m"‘;.“!{- uud computers and the FREE Silica ST Starter Kit, complete and return the reply coupon below.
SILICA. In |apmmummwmmm|Mhmu

‘warranty), cur team is also able to

d ATARI 52OST-FM NOW ONLY £260 (+VAT= £299)

m-uws.msrm

extornal boxes, to connect your ST 16 sy domestic TV & included In the price of
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FUTURE PERFECT?

A taster of the games which look set to blow your
monitors in the next month or two — Andy Storer

rounds them up.

Pool Of Radiance
U.S.Gold B ST & Amiga B £Not
announced

This looks set to be a biggie for
all RPGers. Along with Heroes of
the Lance, Radiance is the first
title from a collaboration between
Strategic Simulations and TSR -
the producers of the Advanced
Dungeons and Dragons fantasy
role playing system. Expect quite
a few releases from the same sta-
ble as they're signed up for five
years worth of advanced combat
and strategy. Will your alter ego
ever forgive you? (Unlikely — Id).

Ebonstar

Mediagenic B Amiga B
£24.99

1,000 years in the future you're
hanging on the edge of a synthet-
ic black hole and hurling your
opponents through it as you try to
destroy the Ebonstar. A skill and
strategy game for up to 4 players
battiing through infinite levels of
complexity. Suddenly the 4.1 bil
lion levels of Whirligig have
become a mere trifle.

Mortville
Manor/Maupiti
island

Lankhor B ST & Amiga B
£24.95

Mortville s a mousedriven

graphic adventure with the unique
quality of being full of sampled
speech and sound effects. Gothic
horror is enhanced by carefully
crafted musical inserts compound-
ing the sense of mystery. Maupiti
is its next volume, which must win
all awards for the fastest follow-up
of all time — the original isn't even
on the shelves yet!

The Empire
Strikes Back
Domark B ST W £19.95

Guess it was only a matter of
time, but here you have it; the
sequel. Star Wars was pretty fur-
ous in the laser department but a
little devoid of depth when it came
to lasting interest; let's hope this
version makes amends. How hard
the Empire strikes back must be
open to question, but since there
are four levels on this one it must
be an improvement.

10 B FORMAT

Humidity and decay

¢

Wanderer

Elite m ST m £19.95

Fabulous 3D shoot'em-up cut
with interstellar poker. Sounds
wacky? You bet. But this is 3D
with a difference - you wear
stereo specs to make red and
blue screen images converge for
stunning action with alien vehicles
leaping out of the screen, so don't
expect to see any screen shots of
this one. The craziest poker sim
you're ever likely to see — wild-
cards are to be found at the bot-
tom of black holes!

StarRay

Logotron B Amiga B £24.95
As seen on this month's cover
disk! If you can imagine Defender
with a multiplane solid back-
ground running at speeds only 16
bit power makes possible, you'l
have a good idea of what to
expect from this ultrafast
horizontal scroller. Better buy
asbestos padding for the joystick
though - spontaneous combustion
is definitely a risk.

Better Dead
Than Alien

Electra B ST & Amiga B
£19.95

Second only fo ‘Chubby Gristles’
from Grand Slam in our current
awards for game name fame,
Better Dead also scores with its
loading screen. As for the game:
it features the ugliest life forms
you're never likely to see and your
job is to return them to their right-
ful place in the ecological chain,
ie. something approaching slime.
Sounds great.

RUSHES

Clips from the cutting room floor and
other games gossip

A pair of avantgarde 8 bits
which cry out for conversion
more than most are Driller and
its sequel, Dark Side. Incentive
have now decided to put them
on the ST and Amiga to let us all
explore  the  award-winning
‘Freescape’ system of solid 3D
landscapes, billed as “the near-
est thing yet to being there®.
What this'll mean on our 16 bit
beauties is open to the imagina-
tion. Will you ever come back
once you've got there We'll tell
you when we've been there.
More on that link-up between
Strategic Simulations and TSR

that’s already brought you Pools
of Radiance. Apparently the five
year plan is to do a range of
games allowing you to build up
your alter ego's attributes in the
early releases, and then be able

to transfer them to other games
as they come out. That way it's
not like starting all over again
gach time. Neat eh?

And last on the list of
screenplays-yet-to-be comes
news of the follow up to Captain
Blood. As yet untitled, it features
Star Wars (the movie) style
bombing runs down those
canyons. Maybe by the time it's
released you'll have completed
the original. Someone, some
where quoted 45 hours as the
reaktime play length of Blood -
ridiculously low, it must have
been one of the programmers.




mix programs with differing resolutions

work with both GEM and non-GEM applications
Install your programs to run in whatever RAM space
that you like or that your programs need

TWIST at the press of a key or a click of the mouse
Common, installable RAMdisk included

Above all this ... it works!! again ... and again ...

MR .- NNS

If you ever thought it would be useful to have 1st Word
& Degas Elite together or Tempus, DevpacST & Personal
Pascal or Superbase & K-Spread then TWIST is for you!

TWIST again on your Atari ST for only £39.95 inclusive.

Use the order form opposite and enter into our free
prize draw, you could win 6 bottles of Champagne!

% The 0Old School, Greenfield,
Bedford MK45 5DE

7 (0525) 718181

i Saved! @ £29.95 O
| Wercs resource editor @ £29.95 ]

|  Please send me the following for my Amiga:

| HiSoft Devpac 1.2 @ £59.95 L]
prices include P&P and VAT
Name:

|
I
||{Address:
I
I
|
|

| 1 would like to pay by: || Access [ ] Visa [] ChequerPO
:CredllCardNo I - ,

1
| Expiry Date: | | Signature: I_ I

I Please enter me for the prize draw to be held on 1
August 1988. The 1st prize will be 6 bottles of I

| Champagne, the 5 2nd prizes will be 10 3.5" disks
and there will be 10 3rd prizes of a mouse mat.
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