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Price cuts on the ST lead in the Christmas push

(already??), plus reports of hot new products
from Ami-Expo '88 and the British Music Fair.

Widely used in
industry, and now

friendly ST and
quite what they're

movies.
ST PD

Find out what you can do with your ST without
spending a bomb. The best public domain
software named.

under control of your
Amiga, robots are not

made out to be in the

71
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a) head up this
rograms from the

vilGA

The complete package for Atari ST and Commodore Amiga owners
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88

Steve Gold goes ondine for Format readers
again with news of the 68030 ST, Deluxe Paint Il
on the Amiga, and all the glitziest gossip.

89

More under the counter deals from the Format
corner shop. Save pounds by shopping from

these pages.

The agony and the ecstasy of life with a
computer. Your questions answered and your

moans soothed by the Format team.

The rear end of the month, in more ways than
one. All the news that wasn't fit to print printed
to fit, and, of course, Superheroes.

LETTERS

ESCAPE
SEQUENCE

52

SCREEN

PLAY 45

The games are really flooding
in this month: Format Golds go
to Space Harner and Whirligig,
plus first look at Mirrorsoft’s
new Imageworks label — Sky
Chase on the Amiga.

GAME
BUSTERS

You thought Amiga games
couldn't be poked? Wrongh
Ingenuous ingenuity on
Starglider, plus tons of tips for

Flight Sim Il, Leathernecks,
Xenon and loads more,




GRAPHICS

MASTER
| OF
LIGHT

Nigel Brownjohn —
celebrated creator
of the graphics on
Metrocross and

= Verminator —

. explains how he

= puts his

A3 masterpieces

#we¢ together.

Benchtest of the long-awaited CD ROM drive
from Atari.

What do you need to get the ultimate speed
from your micro? We check out new versions of
Lattice C, Pascal 2 and GFA BASIC.

Electronic Arts’ answer to Photon Paint — could
this be the best Amiga art package yet? Read
our review and find out.

o e

Digita's new ST package promises to save you
its asking price — can it deliver?

Jeff Minter comes up with his long-promised
‘light synthesizer' for the ST. Give your mind a
psychedelic experience it'll never forget.

WORK AND
LAY

Mow that we've reached the grand
old age of three (months, that is),
we're getting a good mixed bag of
post each morning. Of all the
suggestions for improving the

magazine, the two most common are
(a) drop all the boring business and
programming stuff and just cover the
games, or (b) drop all the kiddy

games stuff and just cover the
business and programming.

In a way, we half expected this.
After all, the 5T and the Amiga are
the first true all-round home
computers: they've both got brilliant
graphics and stunning sound for
games, and they've got massive
memories and high guality screens
for the most demanding of business
applications. There will always be
people who don’'t realise how
powerful the other half of the
machine they own really is.

In the old days, you might have
had an IBM PC to work on, alongside

I SOUND
'fﬂ SHAPERS
Have synth will compose — but a little help doesn't

go amiss. Chris Jenkins goes into the world of
patch editors and how they link to a synthesizer.

Part 2 of our teach-yourself series covers loops
and conditions. Get stuck into Amiga BASIC or
ST Power BASIC from last month's cover disk.

Kuma's K-Gadget, Hisoft's WERCS and other new
programmers’ tools come under the micro-
scope, plus a selection of new books for

assembler, C and BASIC fans.

Turn your computer inside out with these two
pages devoted to helping ST owners.

A pot pourri of tips and tricks to squeeze the

most out of your Amiga.

a Speccy for a 'quick zap when you
felt the need for light relief. Now one
machine does the lot.

The vast majority of
correspondents are delighted with
the mix of serious and entertainment
software in Format. People who
bought their ST or Amiga purely to
play games on are discovering how
to tap its underlying power, and
people who bought one as a
specialist workstation - graphics,
music or business - are discovering
the joy of playing the best games
written by top programmers the
world over.

We've got a suggestion to solve
the arms race in one fell swoop. It's
simple really: give all leaders of the
world governments an ST and Amiga
each, and theyll be so busy
swapping tips on their new
discoveries they'll be too busy to do
any harm. Brilliantt Why hasn't
anybody thought of that before?

28

76
79

83
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THE LEADING NORTH WEST
SPECIALIST ATARI DEALER

~

éADBROKE
OMPUTING

INTERNATIONAL

33 Ormskirk Road,
Preston, Lancs, PR1 20QP.
Tel: (0772) 21474 (1 line)
(0772) 203166 (5 lines)
Bul/Board (0772) 27236
6.00pm to 9.00pm

DEALER

ENQUIRIES
WELCOME

MEGA ST 2 £1034.99
MEGA ST 4 £1379.99
DTP SYSTEM 1 £2874.99
DTP SYSTEM 2 £3449.99
PC2 SD 168959
PC2 HD £1092.49
PC3 DD £747.49

D20 STEM s summer Pack
520 STFM + 1Mg internal
drivetjoystick +over £400
of latest relcase software
£399
£480

for only

1040 STF's
Whilc stocks last.
External Modulators for
the 1040 STF's £54.99
SM124 Mono mon £139
SC1224 colour £375
Philips 8883 colour
monilor £299

Iv's and others

phone

Any of above bought with a

computer Deduct E10.

Why pay a Iittl
1 Frs e P—— e
mierior sccond drive
1

we can supply you with a

iop qualily Drive for only

Triangle 1Mg drive £119
Pro Draw Tablet
B

Imape Scanner

Hawk Scanner

CRP Tablets A4

Atari 520 STM's P;’Jt':.!".'\“. for
Availlability,
Commadore Amiga+3 soft-
ware titles+Mouse.

¥399

We stock Music Software

Hardware for the $
HIANMMWare {or umec o

and

A eeE
including

samplers and synths. Suii-

able for Hobbyist and
Professional applications.

Come n fo

power and versatility of the
Akai Hardware

Star LCI{
Star LC10 Colour
Citizen LP10
NEC 2200
Epson LQ500
Star LC10/24
Epson LQ300
Gachen £199
SLM804 Laser £1350
The Atari SLM 804 In-
cludes a 90 day Warranty.
All Printers Come Com-
pletc With Cables ETC.
Interfaces Are Scparate.
VAR
tan g
Supra 20mg £575
Triangle 20mg £499
Triangle 40mg £699
2.5 and 4Mg Upgrades are
available to fit the old 520
STFM boards only.
Upgrade boards  £135
Boards + DRAM phone
1 Mg STM (fitted) £105
1 Mg STFM (kit) £90
STFM Upgradc fitting
service. £15
If any of the above Up-
grades are purchased with
Hardware then deduct £5
from total. Prices will be
5 ssible.
Qur Atari trained cngineers

£3.99
£4.99
£2.99
£4.99
£7.99

Spell teaches keyboard skills, spelling and motor coordina-
tion while Add teaches addition, subiraciion, multiplication
and division.

IS & MASTERMA

Directory Database Compiler with customised format

and copy proiect prog on same disk.

Animated Graphics Tool for the ST. Supports GFA
and PAST Basics. Compatlible with DEGAS

and NEOCHROME files. Pull Facilitics s

Fill, Grid Copy etc. lncludes FRE
and demo progs.

Full screen piciure m:
and 5T BASIC: C ; G
NEOCHROME and AB ANIMATOR. Grab all or partof a

19+box
14 ¥15.50

100+box i0 10+box 100+
£140 £6.50 £800 £70
High Quality VHS Video Tapes.

£2.99 For4 £11.40
£5.80 For 10 £26.00

All Disks are Top Quality SONY products and are covered

Fach
For 2

by an uncondiiional lifetime guarantee.
We also steck a full range of quality P/D ST Sofiware at

£3.99 per Disk{diseounts for Software club members).

Send S.A E. for calalosue.

I'WARE CLUB

reaint hunting let Ladbroke Computiing do the

] you.
For an annual membership fee of just £10' we will

GUARANTEE a saving to you the member of 15% off

MRRP(members only). We will also keep you up to date

on new releases in the Software and Hardware worlds

. .| £ o B P 44 e e R el s i T n
and of any special offers,, up to 30% reduciions |, in the

F T
Tutur

S Pttt | LRSEECRS | [ ] i
write to address below.

r Annlhication Farmm o
r Application Torm or

TO ORDER Simply send, or phone your order, stating full name, address, VISA or

ACCESS No’, Cheque or Money Order.

Make payable to :

LADBROKE COMPUTING INTERNATIONAL. SEND SAE FOR FULL CATOLOGUE.

Our mail order dept. gives the same excellent service to our customers as our premises at
the above address has done for the past 8 years. All Software/Hardwarc has been tested
prior to delivery thus ensurcing that customers receive working items and the frustration of
returning faulty poods is now a thing of the past.

This kind of quality service does cost a little more but in the long run it is far cheaper.

All prices fully inclusive of VAT, Delivery, there are NO hidden extras. WYSIWYG.

For next day delivery add £3. Prices correct at time of going to press and are subject to

change without prior notice.




Making a song

and dance
‘STOS — The Games Creator’ is
a new BASICike ST program-
ming language, specifically
designed for producing graph-
ics action games with. Written
by French software house Jawx
International, the European
rights have been picked up by
Mandarin Software of glam-
orous Macclesfield.

Unusually for a games cre-
ation program, it seems that
the major programming hous-
es are very interested in using
it. In the past, companies have
scorned adventure creators
like GAC and PAW, claiming
they only produce very limited
and similar games. In this case
though, French software house
Ubi Soft have already written
their latest game Skate Ball
with STOS, and are reportedly
very pleased.

Among STOS's reported
features are: moving up to 15
sprites on screen at once;
adding an interrupt driven
music backing track; inserting
predefined sound effects;
compressing Degas  or
Neochrome graphics screens;
generating pulkdown menus;
and scrolling up to 16 different
scren areas independently.

The STOS  package
includes three sample games
written with STOS for you to
examine, an icon editor, a
sprite editor, a character set
editor, music editor and room
designer. Spreading over three
disks, it comes in at £29.95.
W Mandarin Software, Europa

House, Adlington Park,
Adiington, Macclesfield SK10
5NP (0625 878888)

PRICE WAR
LEADS AUTUMN

16-BIT PUSH

It now seems almost certain that
the price of the basic 520ST will
drop to £299 in the Autumn, re-
establishing its price differential
over the Amiga. Paul Welsh,
Atari's UK Marketing Manager,
confirmed that details were
being finalised on a follow-up
promotion to the successful
Summer Games pack, which
offered £400 worth of high-quali-
ty games in the £399 ST price.

As of September 2nd 1988,
Atari dealers will be offering two
packages: a basic 5205T at
£299, or a bundled deal again of
ST plus around £400-worth of
games software at £399. Welsh
commented, “We haven't tied up
all the games yet, but | expect
them to be of the same standard
as the Summer Pack, which
went very well.” In other words,
they will be repackaged recent
full price releases, not budget
games.

Welsh added that Atari have
earmarked £1.2 milion for TV
campaigns and advertising in the
pre-Christmas period, and he
expects to shift 70,000 STs.
Official Atari figures say there
are around 150,000 STs in the
UK already, but independent esti-
mates would put it at not much
higher than 100,000.

Amiga assault
Commodore are responding by
setting out their plans for a mas-
sive advertising campaign lead-
ing up to Christmas. Following
the recent price cut to £399, the
so-called ‘Cheese advert’ is run-

& ﬁ:l. v
m Welsh: looking to sell 70,
STs in the pre-Christmas period.

ning in the quality dailies for the
late summer extolling the virtues
of the A500. A fourweek TV
campaign is earmarked for the
last two weeks in November and
first two in December.

Dean Barrett, Welsh's coun-
terpart in Commodore, was optr
mistic about the Amiga's autumn
prospects. “I've got no control
over Atari's pricing policy, but
we're putting our biggest ever
push into this year," he said.
“Last year we only spent a mil
lion or so, this year we'll be at
least treble that with the bulk of
the spend in the pre-Christmas
period.” The theme of the TV ads
hasn't been finalised yet, but
Barrett added sardonically, “They
won't be featuring the Chelsea
football team.”

The advertising campaign
begun two years ago by Apple to
push its Macintosh as a special-
ist DTP system rather than a
generalpurpose computer is

widely credited with turning
round the fortunes of the compa-
ny. Commodore may well be
hoping for a repeat of ‘the Apple
effect’ by pitching its high-end
A2000 range machines at
specific vertical markets rather
than as general allpurpose
micros. It's no secret that
Commodore are putting together
a desktop publishing package
based around the Amiga,
although as yet the components
haven't been named. A suitable
minimum configuration system
would be a twin disk drive
A2000 running Professional
Page, maybe with a high resolu-
tion monitor, at around £1500
excluding any printer.

L1}

yrd]
A B EG |
pEPT.

OH 1| THOUGHT | WAS
SybPoSED To USE IT
AS A BuSIKESS 1D
SETTiNG OVT FEIcES!

Enabling word processing

Arnor have released an
updated version of their
Protext word processor, v3.6,
for the ST with several novel
features. One which could be

a life-saver for disabled users
is a new way of using the

[Shift], [Control] and
[Alternate] keys. Typing
[Control]K can be impossible
if you don't have full use of
both hands, so now you can

press [Control] first and then
K, for example.

Other new  features
include the ability to redefine
any character’s screen
appearance, and for the first
time you can run GEM desk-
top accessories from within
Protext. You can convert First
Word files into Protext for-
mat, retaining all the embold-
ening codes and so on.

Perhaps most useful is the
‘Phrase/macro record’ mode
- you can record any series
of keystrokes and ‘replay’
them later on. Ideal for those
repetitive editing chores.
Protext costs £79.95, or
£15 if you are upgrading
from a previous version.
®m Arnor, Protext House,
Wainman Rd, Peterborough
PE2 OBU (0733 239011)
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AMI-EXPO 88

A major event in the Amiga calendar took place in Chicago between
22nd and 24th July — AmiExpo, the Amiga developers’ showcase.
Martin Lowe from The Amiga Centre Scotland went over to scout out
new products.

Most exciting was perhaps the demonstration of the long-awaited
Video Toaster from NewTek. The Toaster is an effects processor to
produce Top-ofthePops style results from your Amiga. You plug a
video camera into it, and the Amiga can take the image, squeeze it
onto a sphere, flip it, split it, pixelise it or do stop-motion all in real time
— that means as fast as the camera grabs the frames. Complete with a
broadcast quality genlock, NewTek are aiming at a price of ‘under
S1000" in the States. That sounds steep, but professional genlocks
alone can cost £750, and realtime graphics workstations cost around
£40,000 at the moment. A PAL version suitable for the European mar-
ket is under development.

On the even more expensive graphics side (we're talking over
£5000 - you can't afford it, but drool anyway!) is a 24 bitplane colour
scanner from ASDG. This can grab images in 16 million colours, and
although the Amiga can't display them all, modern colour output
devices such as Tektronix' colour laser printer can print them.

Two others from ASDG are Cygnus Ed Professional, a specialist
programmers’ text editor at £75, and the Twin-X board. Cygnus Ed
includes lightning fast scrolling, search at 100,000 characters per
second, moving text blocks in vertical columns, multiple windows open
to the same file, and an interface to the A-Rexx standard data inter-
change language. The Twin-X board is a plug-in to the A2000 to allow
you to attach industry standard hardware like barcode readers and
Digital to Analogue converters. Sounds essential to hardware develop-
ers.

Other smaller utilities on show included an expansion rack for the
A500 and A1000 to give 6 slots for A2000 or PC-compatible expan-
sion cards; Fancy 3D Fonts is a set of three specially designed fonts
for Sculpt-3D and Animate-3D, going for £49.95; there’s a PostScript
version of the ProWrite word processing package, for those of you

who own laser printers; and finally WSHELL is a replacement for the
standard CLI which is a commercial development of the PD ConMan
program. As well as being able to edit your last command lines, which
the Commodore Workbench 1.3 release due in the Autumn will offer
anyway, WSHELL offers command aliases, resident commands (no
more swapping disks to get a directory) and the ability for CLI users
to ‘pipe’ data (send the output of one program to the input of another)
between two tasks running concurrently, all in about 10K.

I For further details about any of these products, contact the Amiga
Centre Scotland, 4 Hart Street Lane, Edinburgh EH1 3RN (031-557
4242)

Brief briefs

Timeworks Data Plus

Manager
Professional 3 i

Data Manager

A powarful, sany by wsa Relations! Oatallave
Syatem with buiti-in Rugart Camarstes.

d Mailshot
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British Music Fair

Chris Jenkins battled his way through the maze at
the Wembley Conference Centre and reports on the
1988 British Music Fair, where there was plenty to
excite ST and Amiga owners.

Space 1999
Perhaps the best news came from
the oddlynamed MCMXCIX (1999
to you): most of the American Dr.
T software range is to be launched
on the Amiga. This includes KCS,
the Keyboard-Controlled Sequen-
cer program, and a huge range of
patch editors for the Roland
D50/10/110/MT32, Yamaha
DX7/TX81Z, Casio CZs, Kawai K1,
and Ensonig ESQ1, at around
£120. There's also the music
score writing program Copyist.
The beginner's Level 1 package
costs £79.95, whereas Level 3 at
£299.95 supports laser printers,
desktop publishing packages and
alternative fonts. Also on the way
is another range of Amiga patch
editor/librarians from Soundquest,
including all the old favourites plus
a generic librarian for a huge
range of synths, with prices

b
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around £120; and, from Intelligent
Music, the Amiga version of M, a
very powerful sequencercum-
arranger originally for the Apple
Macintosh.

New ST products coming
through MCMXCIX include Fingers,
a reaktime variation generator at
£80, and Phantom, a revolutionary
package which generates and
reads SMPTE video/film synchro-
nisation code through the ST's
serial port. Used as a desk acces-
sory with a sequencer package,
Phantom could save you £200-
300 on SMPTE hardware.

Draw a tune
The most unusual new package is
Intelligent Music’s MIDI Draw, an
ST package which allows you to
translate mouse-controlled graphic
doodles into MIDI data. Scales,
volume and MIDI parameters can
be preset, and performances can
be saved as files which are com-
patible with other sequencers.
Price is yet to be announced.

Another good bit of news is
the launch of Pandora
Technologies, a UK software firm
producing ST patch editors which
work as desk accessories with all

JUNGLE DRUMS

Good news for owners of Cheetah's £150 MD8 Digital Drum Machine.
Rather than loading and saving patterns, songs and drum sounds using
cassette, you can now use your ST. The original designers of the hard-
ware have just finished a Pattern Editor package, which uses an on-
screen grid system to create patterns, songs and sound kits, then dump
them to the MD8 via MIDI. The software will come with around ten sets of
eight sound samples, and should cost around £60. Cheetah also
announced new sound sets on tape, a range of budget effects pedals,
and the MS800, a rack-mounting digital synthesiser at an amazing £199.

el

the major sequencer packages.
The £79 packages work unusually
quickly, come in a Filofax-type
binder, and work with the Yamaha
DX7, Roland D50/110, and the
new Korg M1 and Kawai KI.
Another real goodie in the pipeline
15 Ludwig, an ‘algonthmic compo-
sition tool'. Ludwig works using up
to eight simultaneous MIDI tracks,
composing music according to
sets of simple instructions relating
to chords, timings and events.
Ludwig’s music can be edited in
real time, and it creates files
which are recompatible with other
Hybrid Arts sequencers. Ludwig’s
not finished yet, but it looks fan-
tastic and it's aimed at the budget
market.

Steinberg’s huge range of ST
products extended with the latest
version of the Pro-24 seguencer
(V3), and The Ear, an ear-training
and music theory program aimed
at the educational market.

Stylish Lynex
Last but by no means least, the
Lynex sampler from Commander
electronics showed how it can out-
perform much more expensive
samplers. Using special signal
processing chips designed for
missile guidance, the Lynex is a
featureless 1%-inch black box con
necting to the ST's expansion
port. Because it doesn’t use up
much of the ST's own memory,
you can load any sequencer pack-
age you choose, and use it in con-
junction with the Lynex's sampled
sounds (and still control external
MIDI devices).

The Lynex clams sampling

quality above that of Compact
Disk, plus antraliasing routines
which maintain the sound quality
even when you transpose over the
full MIDI range. Prices start

around £1800, which is about the
same as conventional keyboard
samplers that appear to offer
lower quality and less expansion
potential.

W The Lynex sample from
Commander electronics, hooked
up to a 10405T

CONTACTS

B CHEETAH MARKETING,
Norbury House, Norbury Road,
Fairwater, Cardiff, CF5 3AS
(0222 555525)

B COMMANDER ELECTRON-
ICS, 3-5 Fourth Avenue,
Halstead, Essex, CO9 25Y,
(0787 475325)

B DR T/INTELLIGENT MUSIC/
PANDORA, c/0 MCMXCIX, 9
Hatton Street, London NWB,
(01-724 4104)

B STEINBERG, c/o Evenlode
Soundworks, The Studio,
Church Street, Stonesfield,
Oxford OX7 2PS

Typically of course, just as our
feature on programming lan-
guage in this issue went to press,
news of some exciting new
releases reached the Format
offices:

The whole truth
BASIC is a much-maligned pro-
gramming language, despite
being the most popular in the
world. It may come as a surprise
to you to learn that its creators,
John Kemeny and Thomas Kurtz,

BASIC

lohn (G, kemen
homas . Kurtz

also think it's a load of bongos.
The reasons are simple: they
originally designed a smooth,
simple programming language
which was then hacked around by
hundreds of different computer
designers to squeeze into their
micros, with arbitrary extra com-
mands being added wherever
they were needed. Result: chaos.
To clear their names,
Kemeny and Kurtz have designed
True BASIC — what BASIC should
have been, they say. This is now
available from Precision Software
for both ST and Amiga, price
£69.95. True BASIC claims to
offer:
Portability — programs written
on one machine can be trans-
ferred to any other, even if they
use graphics and music funtions.
Structure - constructs like IF-
THEN-ELSE, SELECT-CASE, DO-
WHILE and DOUNTIL have been
added into the language, togeth-
er with proper support for proce-
dures and separate modules.
Graphics support — commands

to draw circles, lines, text and
other graphics shapes are part of
the language rather than being
left to each computer’s designers
to invent. Drawing is done on a
general graphics screen and the
system converts it to your partic-
ular computer’s

co-ordinates.

Speed - True BASIC is a semi-
compiled system.

C ++ goodies
Good news and bad news for C
programmers. The good news —
Lattice, omnipresent compiler
writers for ST and Amiga, have
announced an Amiga version of
the enhanced C++ language. The
bad news - it costs $500 and
needs 1.5MB of memory.

The Lattice C++ system is a
pre-processor that converts C++
code into conventional C for com-
pilation. C++'s main feature is
the addition of ‘object-oriented’
programming constructs onto C’s
basic framework. One use of this
is to define procedures which can
take different numbers of argu-
ments, or different types of argu-
ments.

Also on the C front, UK-based
Electric Distribution have now got
a new version, v3.0, of the cute-
ly-named Mark Williams C on the
ST. We haven't been able to sub-
ject this to the rigours of the
Format Laboratories yet, but it
claims to be ‘typically 12% faster
and on average 23% smaller’
than other ST compilers.

W Precision Software, 6 Park Terrace, Worcester Park,

Surrey KT4 7J2Z (01-330 7166)

W Lattice Inc - UK contact: Metacomco, 26 Portland Square,

Bristol BS2 BRZ (0272 428781)
W Electric Distribution, 8 Green Street, Willingham,
Cambridge CB4 5JA (0954 61258)
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& get £30 of F

Upgrade your GFA BASIC

REE Softwarel

Power BASIC and HiSoft BASIC have
grown to be the standard BASIC
implementations for the Atari ST and now
HiSoft has a very special offer for existing
GFA BASIC 2 users
Buy Power BASIC directly from us for. the
regular price of £49.95 (fom 1/9/88), return
your GFA BASIC 2 interpreter with your
order and get a free copy of Saved! (worth
£29.95), a_free GFA-to-Power BASIC
converter and a free mouse mat!

FREE when you upgrade
from GFA to Power BASIC

GFA-BASIC converter
Converts GFA BASIC . LsT{iles into Power BASIC
(remember to re-save your GFA BASIC programs
as ASCII before returning your disk to us)
Saved! Package

Our invaluable desk accessory and utility
package, including the Saved! desk accessory,
reset-survivable RAM-disk, printer spooler etc.

HiSoft File Selector
Adds drive buttons, type-ahead and much more
to the standard GEM File Selector

Mouse Mat

Showing the complete ST ASCII character set

offer only available direct from us, offer starts 1.9.88,
expires 31.10.88. Prior to 1.9.88, RRP of Power BASIC is
£39.95 and the special offer is not available

Power BASIC Features

Integrated, fast, easy-to-use GEM editor
Produces faster code than any other ST BASIC
Compiles from memory to memory for fast
development times %
* Advanced language, based on world-standard
Microsoft QuickBASIC 3
* Powerful Procedures and Functions including
local labels, fully recursive
* More than 280 pages of English, black&white
documentation with many example programs
Complete access to GEM AES and VDI
Complete access to BIOS, XBIOS & GEMDOS
Includes joystick, mouse & sound commands
Can produce stand-alone program files on disk
for you to give away or sell! No royalties
Supports short & long integers, single & double
precision numbers and unlimited string size
Line numbers optional
Multi-statement lines & multi-line statements
Easy access to Alert boxes, Menus & Windows
You'll never outgrow it - access GDOS, resource
files, dialog boxes as your skills develop
s Made & Supported in Britain

See the great reviews in PCW June 88, Atari ST User
June 88, ST Amiga Format July 88

Also Available: HiSoft BASIC

All the features of Power BASIC plus:
Create your own desk accessories
Stand-alone .TTP compiler
Easy access to machine-code (via DevpacST)
Program profiling
The special GFA offer (see left) is also available
when buying HiSoft BASIC which costs £79.95

* @ & @

High Quality Software

HiSoft, The Old School,
Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE
Orders: (0525) 718271, General: (0525) 718181

All prices include VAT and UK first-class postage,
Export & Trade details available on request

[] Please send me a Power BASIC, enclosed is £49.95.

[] Also enclosed is my GFA BASIC 2 master disk & manual,
| please also supply Saved! and a mouse mat FREE!

| Cheque/PO: :
| Access/VISA number:
L_Expires:




A real appetite-whetter to the new games that'll be melting your mice in
the next two months. Andy Storer orders an hors d’oeuvre.

VECTORBALL

VECTORBALL

Mastertronic B Amiga B
£1499

Two droids play a complex blend
of ice-hockey, netball and bowls on
a choice of five contoured pitches
in what sounds like quite an
intense encounter. Super smooth
scrolling of fine mesh metallic sur-
faces ensure it'll look good too.
Whether this kind of sport will
make the Olympics in 2088 entire-
ly depends on the Android
Liberation Front.

[TTELLL

MAINFRAME

Imageworks B ST & Amiga B

£ not announced

Although we're being saturated
with filed 3-D vector graphics at
the moment, Mainframe looks like
it could win all awards for multi-
surface object manipulation. We're
talking Fast, Fast, Fast in a game-
play to be based in the
cyberspace of William Gibson's
Count Zero. Since it'll probably be
released around the same time as
Electronic  Arts' version of
Neuromancer it looks as though
we'll get more than our fair share
of cyberpunk.
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SPEEDBALL
Imageworks B ST & Amiga B
£24.99

The new one from the long lost
Bitmap Brothers of “Xenon’ fame.
Set in Speed Dome it's another
future sports sim, this time includ-
ing weaponry, in fast, dynamic
jousting and tackling to blow the
opposition away in very sporting
two-player action.

([IERRRL

IRON LORD

Ubi Soft ® ST & Amiga ®
£24.95

As an apprentice knight, out to
prove your bravery, loyalty and
courage, you will have to prove
your proficiency at archery,
wrestling and swordplay. Once
accomplished the real fun begins —

just you and your sword against
beautifully animated medieavel
backdrops featuring the first 3-D
fight simulator. As far as gameplay
and graphics go this one will put
‘Defender of the Crown" back in
the Middle Ages.

POLICE QUEST
Mediagenic @ Amiga B
£19.99

This 3D animated adventure is
based on an American cop’s world
of crime and punishment, murder
and narcotics. Over 100 city
streets and four highways provide
the landscape for hot leads and
high speed pursuits. Inputs includ-
ing both full sentence text and joy-
stick control will hopefully make
Police Quest more than just a
shoot-out fantasy.

RED STORM
RISING

Microprose B ST & Amiga B
£ not anounced
Reputedly far more advanced than

Silent Service, Microprose's previ
ous sub-aquatic outing, Red Storm
is to focus on the tactical opera-
tions of an American nuclear
attack submarine in World War |l
(sorry, did | miss something? —
Ed). Your task as the commander
is to locate and destroy Soviet
subs as they leave their Arctic
base using your realistic simula-
tions of onboard sonar and
weapons systems which include
‘intelligent’ torpedoes.

OPERATION
WOLF

Ocean ® ST & Amiga B

£ not announced

This superior conversion of the
Taito number one coin-op will fea-
ture six levels of blasting action as
you take on the role of a merce-
nary given the job of rescuing
hostages from a war-torn land. No,
it's not Beirut but some jungle sce-
nario in which enemy soldiers,
armoured cars, choppers and
tanks abound.

POWERDROME
Electronic Arts B ST & Amiga
W £24.95

A futuristic jetracer simulation
(see this month's ST cover demo)
where you compete against four
pilots from other galaxies in six
races situated on different planets.
You'll have to tune your Solid 3D
racer for each planet’s conditions
as well as adjust its suspensor
position as you negotiate tracks
featuring crusher gates, but robot-
ic pitstops might make your task
of winning Powerdrome a little eas-
ier. Along with Vectorball, this is
the kind of Olympic action we alll
want.
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ZYNAPS;

the most

imaginative sci-fi
shoot-em-up game

yet, from Hewson.

It has a combination

of 140 possible story
sequences to fire your
imagination. Zynaps is

a game constructed like
a comic book, with three
chapters and four
episodes of mind-
blowing action. Each
part gets tougher
until our hero faces
the final gonflict . . .
It's the battle
t0°end all
batties!

Hewson Consultants Ltd
As part of our continuing development of in novative software we are always

happy to evaluate software sent to us with a view to publication















































































































































































































































































