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COVER DISK .................23

Side A

SKATE TRIBE A fully playable action-packed
skateboarding frenzy. Hang ten and hil the streets!
PLAYBACK Source files for playing background
samples. The ST is the musicians machine!

C PROGRAM Complementing our new guide to
programming in C ( see page 97)

STOS FILES Scrolling roufines

Side B

4PAK Superb file cruncher

ANIMATION SEQUENCES Mark "the pix”
Pickavance takes you on another graphics
extravaganza (see tutorial on page 103)
RESTORE Returns colour to normal

F40 DEMO Ferrari fever for all speed-freak
gamesters

SPLASH WITH

COLOUR...14

As digitising in colour takes its first
tentative steps on the ST we survey the
scene and examine the prospects
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ADVENTURES............... R -
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PUBLIC DOMAIN................ 133
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A PAIR OF NICE MICE.......... 90
CIRCUIT MAKER.......co0000200..92
GENWAVE.........ccecmucanannnnns 120
AEROCHOPPER........c..cc0uee 124

B Skate Tribe's urban assault course will
test your skating skills to the limit!

GAMES

GAMES INTRO............31
ADVENTURES........0ees 75
BEACH VOLLEY .........49
CHASE HQ........0c0000000.32
GAMEBUSTERS..........64
GAMES PREVIEWS.....66
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KENNY DALGLISH .....54
NORTH AND SOUTH ..52
P-47 THUNDERBOLT..36
STAR WRECK ...........0a57
TIME....ccconninsensaassaessnsssdl
TWIN WORLD..............40
UNTOUCHABLES .......46
WARP ......c.connmmanssnsssssns DT
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Q LI AQT E_T THE DIGITAL

MUSIC MACHINE

THE DIGITAL MUSIC MACHINE

THE POWER OF A MUSIC SYNTHESISER IN YOUR ST
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QUARTET ORDER FORM

Quartet is £49.95 post & packing £1 (all prices inc V.A.T.) \\\
BY PHONE BY POST: with Cheque - Postal Order - or Credit Card p 'J
WITH Mt (
CREDIT CARDS

.....................
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Please allow 28 days for delivery
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STE RUNS INTO
TROUBLE
STOS WON’T WORK!

any owners may get more than they
M bargained for after upgrading to the

newly available STE. At least one
major software application has been found to
be entirely incompatible with the machine, and
there may be many more.

As ST Format went to press, Mandarin
Software discovered that their highly popular
STOS games creator refused to work with the
STE. STOS program disks crashed or simply
wouldn't boot and games written using the
program refused all attempts to run them. “We
found that STOS just wouldn’t work with the
STE," said Mandarin spokesperson Peter Lee.
The company have produced an upgrade about
to be released into the public domain which will
enable STOS to operate successfully with the
STE. “Old STOS products will be upgraded,”
said Lee, “the patch should also allow games
written with STOS to work properly too. We've
tried Games Galore (the recently released
compilation of some of the best STOS-
produced games) and it worked OK.”

However, the problems doesn't end with
STOS. Public domain libraries are finding that
many of their demos, utilities and games are
producing strange results. “I've found a
moderate amount of incompatibility with the
demos,” complained Mike Goodman of the
Goodman Public Domain Library. “Some of the
well-known demos such as the Union demo
won't even boot.”

Goodman estimates that around 50% of
demos, music and graphi.cs programs won't run
on the new computer. One main item
experiencing incompatibility is GFA’s mono
emulator which is a staple of the library. “There
are two mono emulators,” explained Goodman,
“the GFA which appeared on the Cover Disk of
ST Format and the Mid West emulator. Many
programs will work with only one or the other,
but the GFA doesn’'t work properly with the
STE." This means that users who previously
relied upon the GFA mono emulator to run their
PD will not be able to make use of the software
with the STE. Mike Goodman can confirm

ATARI DISMISS AMIGA
SALES CLAIMS

arring rivals Atari and Commodore
have broken into a fresh round of
feuding after Atari alleged that the

recent sales figures announced by Commodore
are “grossly exaggerated.” After marking the
200,000th Amiga A500 sale with public
celebrations, press releases and photographs
of the couple responsible for the final AS00
purchase, Atari responded with a clear
message: Commodore is padding its sales
figures for the A500.

“All Amigas which come into the country go
to our warehousing facility in Peteborough,”
said Marketing Communications Manager,

W Same as it ever was: the ST and the Amiga

Jennifer Perry. “That way we know where the
machine has come from, where it's going and
how many we've sold.”

Unfortunately there is no independent body
to validate sales claims made by computer
manufacturers. Figures have to be accepted in
good faith, leaving the way clear for
unscrupulous companies to make exaggerated
claims. The Atari ST has always had the lion's
share of the 16-bit home computer market, due
mainly to its reaching the market ahead of the
Amiga and its lower price. However, this
Christmas will see the two machines priced the
same for the first time.

A500 remain best of enemies

=

l'-l'lub STE: having serious compatiblity
problems

however, that other GFA products work
perfectly; “I've tried other stuff and it's fine.”

There's also a problem associated with
booting the STE in medium resolution. Earlier
versions of TOS enabled users to save their
desired screen configuration as a Desktop.inf
file which, if placed on the bootup disk, fired up
the ST into medium resolution. The STE
however, effectively ignores the Desktop.inf file
and boots into either low or high resolution
depending upon the display attached to the
machine. “I've found that desktop accessories
requiring a medium resolution boot-up give an
accessory not loaded message, and the STE
boots into low res.”

Atani UK confirmed the medium resolution
problem saying that as no commercial software
booted into medium resolution anyway, the
problem was minimal. However, the company is
looking hard at other incompatibility complaints.
W Format will endeavour to keep you informed
on developments.

4 ¥ 3
B The Mega ST to be reduced in price

MEGA: VOTE OF
CONFIDENCE

Atari have squashed rumours that they
are about to cease production of the
Mega range of 5Ts by announcing they
are to continue to sell the Mega — but at a
reduced price.

ST users in the United States were
worried that the launch of the STE range
would spell the end of the line for the
Mega series. But sources close to Atari
insist that the company will continue
production and support of the machines.

Meanwhile, the first examples of the
520 version of the STE are hitting the
high street retailers and although stocks
are low, the machine should be in plentiful
supply before spring.

ST FORMAT 7



STACY HITS THE
HIGH STREET

fter much clamouring, UK stores have
A received their first shipment of Atari's

new portable, the STACY laptop.
When launched at the Atari Messe in
Dusseldorf, the STACY attracted much interest
from industry pundits, but punters wondered
just when they'd be able to buy the machine. In
an uncharacteristic show of speed, Atari rushed
the STACY to the UK marketplace in time to
enjoy Christmas sales.

Two models are available, the STACY 4 and
STACY 2, and a further model — the STACY 1 —
should be available as you read this. The move
has quietened claims that there was no entry-
level version of the machine.

The STACY 2 is shipped with a 20Mbyte
hard drive, a 1Mbyte floppy drive and 2 megs
of RAM, priced at £1,299. The top-of-range
STACY 4 has a 40Mbyte hard drive, 1Mbyte
floppy and 4 megs of RAM for £1,799.

The STACY 1 will be a floppy-based
machine with 1Mbyte of valuable RAM memory
and should be priced at well under the £1000

mark. All models use a low power CMOS
68000 running at 8MHz, have a full size, full
travel keyboard similar to that of the desk
bound models and TOS version 1.4 in ROM.

STACY is a portable attracting much
interest from industry pundits. The recent
release of Apple's financially remote Mac
portable has thrown the bargain STACY into
sharp relief.

With its ultra-readable super-twist LCD
screen, breathtakingly large RAM memory
(4Mbytes in the top-of-range computer) and
40Mbyte hard drive, the machine really does
live up to Atari's "power without the price"
advertising.

The simple addition of one of the many
quality Mac emulators, and the machine is a
Mac portable for a fraction of the price. The
Spectre GCR - the latest emulator from HiSoft
— with its ability to read and write Mac floppy
disks directly, is a perfect foil for the STACY
providing complete Macintosh emulation in an
Atarishaped case.

L= = Tl o e i

H The STACY laptop, a new entry-level version, and a fast marketing strategy

B Upgrade your ST for serious power

UPGRADES FOR
EVERYONE

Owners of more recent STs, which have
surface-mounted Memory Management
Units (MMUs), are experiencing problems
upgrading. Ladbroke Computing are now
offering to upgrade any ST all the way to
4Mbytes.

Although Frontier Software and Third
Coast are both claiming their upgrade kits
fit any ST, Ladbroke claim this is
impossible and are offering to fit 512K,
2Mbyte and 4Mbyte upgrade boards at
prices which depend on which type of ST
you own.

Ladbroke are also supplying a kit to
upgrade any ST to 2.5Mbyte. The kit costs
£60 unpopulated (ie without RAM chips)
and £249.99 populated.

Ladbroke Computing can be contacted
on 0772 203166.

NEWS IN BRIEF... NEWS IN BRIEF... NEWS IN BRIEF...NEWS IN BRIEF...

B How would you like to be richer,

a better lover and an all round
nicer person? Simply buy a Port-
Folio pocket PC from Atari and all
those sought-aiter attributes
could be yours — or so Atari's
adverlising spiel goes.

Format wonders just how
you're going to be richer, when
you've just liberated £250 from
your bank account to buy the
device. Or a better lover, with an
unsightly bulge in your pocket
made by the PC. And as for being
a nicer person, perhaps your fel-
low travellers might like to dis-
pute that claim, especially after
you annoy the hell out of them
with the nt tap-tap of your
pocket PC eyboard on the
early morning commuter to
Paddington

8 ST FORMAT

B Although the ST is extremely
popular in the USA, neighbouring
Canada remains strangely reti-
cent when it comes to writing
software for the machine. But
now, Branch Software of Ontario
are about to change all that with
their new release Quick-ST.

The prog acts like a soft-
ware blitter, speeding up opera-
tions suc vindow and
dialogue box plotting, scrolling
and so on.

The program uses only 20K
of the ST's “valuable RAM mem-
ory” (Great Computing Clichés
Number One), costs around £15
and can be obtained by contact-
ing Branch Software at PO Box
2624, Station B, Kitchener,
Ontario N2H 6N2 Canada. Tele-
phone 0101 519 570 4340.

B After huge sales of Replay 4.
the sampling software package,
Microdeal have responded to user
criticisms of the program by
releasing an upgraded version,
Replay Professional, which offers
significant improvements and
many new features over the
original.

12-bit digital-to-analogue and
8-bit analogue-to-digital
converter n nce sound
output, as well as digital filtering
and fourier transform displays
endow the software with
everything nece ry for the
professional musician. Contact
Microdeal on 0726 68020.

W Ladbroke Computing have
announced that they are to drop
the price of Midistudio, the mid

sequencing package. Originally
priced at £99.99, it will have
plummeted drastically to a mere
£49.99 by the time you read this.
There's never been a better time
o to try out the ST's music
capabilities. Ladbroke can be
contacted on 0772 203166.

B Sequencer One is a new 32-
track sequencer for the ST from
the little-known Gajits Music
Software. Sequencer One has a
resolution of 192 pulses per
quarter note, real and step-time
recording, a graphic note editor
page, a graphic song arranger
and all the usual editing facilities
(cut, paste, quantize and
transpose). Sequencer One will
retail for £89. Contact 0202
745744 for more details.




FUTURE’S

SOUND

he first piece of software to support

I the enhanced features of Atari's new

STE has now been released. The

French-based Delphine Software have made use

of the advanced sound capabilities of the STE in

their latest adventure, Future Wars (we reviewed
the straight ST version two months aga).

Future Wars boasts an excellent soundtrack
when played on existing STs, but play the game
on the STE and the music is greatly enhanced
by stereo sound and additional bursts of music.
Delphine Software are part of the Delphine
record group which handle French musicians
such as Richard Clayderman. As such, their
commitment to high quality sound is assured.
The STE has the kind of musical capabilities
which make it easy to use great soundtracks.

Palace Software, UK distributors for the
game, didn't even realise the game used the
advanced features of the STE: “As far as we're
aware, this is the first game to make use of the
STE's features,” said Pete Stone. “We didn't
realise Delphine had made concessions to the
STE and only came across it by accident! If we'd
known earlier we'd have promoted it more.”

W At the French Tilt D'Or awards, Future Wars
received two major awards before its release.

MOVE

The game startled everyone by winning best
adventure and best soundtrack.

Other games to receive awards were
Populous (Best strategy), Silkworm (Best shoot-
‘'em-up), Shadow of the Beast (Best graphics),
Falcon (Best flight sim), Kick Off (Best sports
game) and Strider (Best arcade conversion).

advanced sound capabilities

PARSEC ON THE WAY UP

Elmtech’s Parsec board, the ST graphics board
which adds mammoth graphic capabilities to
your ST, has now been upgraded.

The new 8768 board offers true 16-bit

B Eimtech's Parsec board is upgraded

colour (ie, every pixel on the screen can be any
colour from a palette of 32,768). The Parsec
upgrade board expands your ST screen to a
resolution of 1024 X 768 pixels, Two versions
of the board exist - 8768-8 and 8768-16
option. The former only offers 256 on-screen
colours from a palette of 16 million.

The lower-end 4768 board is now available
for £799, offering a more limited palette of
4096 colours. Upgrades to the B768 are
available for between £199 and £499,
depending which version of the board you
reguire.

Elmtech can be contacted on 021 472
5719.

DESKTOP GEM REPLACEMENT

Many owners of the ST choose the machine
after seeing the GEM desktop — that wonderful
WIMP envirment! But experienced owners know
only too well how slow GEM can be. To combat
that problem Codehead Software, the software
house responsible for the popular Multifile desk
accessory program, have just released a pack-
age which completely replaces the GEM desk-
top, significantly improving productivity and
ease of use.

Maxfile is an upgraded version of Multifile
which enables users to edit and manipulate up
to 80 files on screen at one time. It also
provides an increase in the amount of desk

accessories available to users (the ST's current
limit being six).

Hotwire, the second part of the package,
is intended as a direct replacement for the
GEM desktop, providing an on-screen clock,
password file, protection facilities and an auto-
save ledger which keeps a record of the
applications you're using most. The programs
sell as a package for $49.95 or separately for
$34.95 and 524,95 respectively. For an extra
85, Codehead will ship them direct to your
door in the UK. Based in Los Angeles,
Codehead Software can be contacted on 0101
213 386 5735.

= " -
W Total Eclipse, part of Incentive's
Freescape series

TWO FORCES
UNITE

Domark and Incentive are getting together on
Incentive’s latest game. Incentive are devoting
their programming skills to Castle Master,
while Domark are to use their considerable
marketing skills to handle all sales of the
game.

Incentive have previously looked after all
their own games in the much praised
Freescape series of releases Driller, Total
Eclipse and Dark Side. Castle Master is set in
16th Century England, with the objective being
to rescue a captive princess. The game is set
in four towers, with four floors to each tower
and four rooms to each floor.

Castle Master is the first action/adventure
game to use 3D solid polygons in the
Freescape vein, but is said to progress a
stage further from existing Freescape titles.
Besides a Freescape landscape, the game
also features plenty of animation during action
events. Domark expect to release Castle
Master in April.
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B Debby Harry, ST Format 5 cover star, is
said to be “delighted” for Adam Cresser

GENLOCK
WINNER

The winner of December's delicious GST
Gold Genlock competition is ADAM
CRESSER of Aberdeen. Unfortunately
Debby Harry (see cover, ST Format 5) isn't
the first prize. Adam has won one of the
great Genlocks reviewed in issue 5 and
gets the chance to break into the video age
on his ST. For the record, Adam's winning
15 word synopsis reads: "l want to win
because | don't stand a hope in hell's
chance of affording it normally."

ST FORMAT ¢
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HOmikron Basic: bringing a common
language to Europe (sort of)

GERMAN

sc E N E STORY Don Maple

Latest ST news from Germany and around Europe

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY GETS
A COMMON LANGUAGE!

The name Omikron may not mean much in the
UK, but throughout Europe Omikron Basic is
shipped as standard with all STs. The only
exceptions to this are France and the UK.

Omikron Basic is a 99% superset of
Microsoft MBasic. Among almost 300
commands, covering all of the standard Basic
keywords, are also various mathematical
functions (ARCTAN, SINH, EXP and so on);
system variables (MOUSEX, MOUSEY etc);
structured programming control commands
(REPEAT-UNTIL, WHILE-WEND, PROC); and
sequential and random disk file access
commands. In addition to interfacing with AES,
VDI, GEMDOS, BIOS and XBIOS, it is also
capable of limited multitasking.

The program operates on two screens: a
comfortable editor screen with menu bar on top
and the familiar “OK" run/command screen.
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N Portrait of an unusual word processor -
Omikron's 2nd_Word: turn your monitor on its
side and away you go!

Omikron support their Basic with two add-
ons. EasyGEM library (DM 79: about £28),
expands the command set to facilitate painless
GEM programming. The Compiler (179 DM:
gbout £64), takes programs created using the
interpreter and produces standalane PRG files.
These programs are then not only executable
directly from the desktop, but run between two
and a massive 27 times faster than the
interpreted versions.

Both Omikron Basic and the Compiler are

available in English, while EasyGEM is yet to be
translated.
B Another notable Omikron program is
2nd_Word, a word processor with a difference.
In order to run it the monitor has to be turned
90 degrees and laid on its side. The screen
then corresponds to the printed page perfectly.
Unfortunately the program runs on
monochrome monitors only. The resolution of
the colour monitors is just not high enough and
even on mono the characters are quite small.
2nd_Word is fully proportional, with lines
between 54 and 129 characters long. The font
options include bold, underlined, italic,
super/sub-script and large. In addition to
standard word processing commands, such as
block and “search and destroy,” 2nd_Word has
automatic hyphenation and enables key
redefinition. Mail merge is also possible, and to
top it all off the disk contains a program to
redefine the character set! In Germany the
program retails for DM 59 (about £20).

Carsten Kraus of Omikron tells me
2nd_Word started life as an Omikron Basic
demo. It was then used in-house and slowly
developed into a standalone product. Omikron
(01049 7082 50048) are looking for a British
distributor for their products, by the way...

OBJECT LESSON FOR A CAD

The latest Data Becker program, BeckerCAD
ST, is a professional object oriented drawing
program - in other words, it stores drawings
as lists of basic geometric objects available
from the menu and load complex objects from
supplied librariers. The advantage is that the
drawing can be enlarged or reduced without
loss of resolution. This enables output to ultra-
high resolution devices such as plotters.
There are five libraries with electronic,
electrical technology, electrical installation,
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hydraulic/pneumatic and architectural
symbols.

Another feature of object oriented drawing
is the usage of layers used to simplify a
complex object or to represent different slices
of the same object. This package allows up to
300 layers in one drawing.

The English version of BeckerCAD ST has
been released by Abacus, and in the UK it is
now available from HB Marketing (0895
441962).

ST FOUND ON

CALAMUS TAKES
ANOTHER LEAP

Makers of Calamus DMC are now working on
version 1.10, due for release in early 1990.
Since its introduction at the Disseldorf Atari
Show back in 1988, the program has
skyrocketed to become the DTP package of
choice among ST publishing professionals.
Major improvements and additions include full
colour separation and colour printer support,
new fonts and ability to load various hardware
drivers and other programs - particularly
interesting since it enables the user to
exchange data between Calamus and other
programs. British distributors of the £400
program (given the thorough ST Format
treatment in last month's issue) are Signa, who
can be contacted on 0252 341600.
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H Object oriented drawing package
BeckerCAD ST



‘ Ideal for clubs, user groups or just for your own disks.
' No more waiting around for your disks to copy.

THE ANSWER TO = i RS R
YOUR DISK

DUPLICATION . ONLY £34.99
PROBLEMS y - AN . COMPLETE HARDWARE/SOFTWARE

WARNING 1988 COPYRIGHT ACT  WARNING P
Datel Electronics neither condenes or authorises the use L ¥
of i's products for the reproduction of copyright ¢
malertal. i ‘ ¥
The back-up facilities of this product are designed to AP S

supply SYNCRO EXPRESS
reproduce only software such as publc domain material, GUSTDH

\he users own programs or sofiware where permission 1o : 5 togoth'.r with a drive for
e make a ba::-uppdhaa. bﬂrn‘(‘knrty given. = LS' =
11 "kﬂnl 1 Ml coples, even for your oam usc. g
copyright materal, without the permission of the AT CHIP ON LY £1 1 9'99'
copyright owner. of their licencee. ¥

If you don't have a second drive we can

FLATSED SCAPNER/
PRINTER | K

¥ UNBEATABLE ;I.E - A TRUE 200 SP 11 SCANNER/
DPI FLATBED SCANNER PLUS PRINTER ONLY

PRINTER!! FOR LESS THAN £450!!

Comes wi rb
’ 3 complete with supe m:;ﬂc‘.mfdn F'“m;t £449l99 INC. VAT + PP
mummdwtm“ m. allows pture, Writing, Cut/Paste, Printing,
‘ i S e e htas v Up to 16 grey scales or black & white modes - giving you superb scanned
v Easy to install - connects to the Printer Port - ready to scan in minutes. ¥ Complete - no more to buy.
BUT THAT'S NOT ALL...
‘- Not only does the SP11 scan at 200 Dpi - it is also image -
S = o k a superb mp;l:::: " PLUS nn;;mwm: ;u.julp:mmnndltdﬂdeﬂmanpub

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? WHY NOT BUY ONE AND SEE - YOU WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED!
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