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QUESTIONNAIRE

QUESTION TIME

We didn't get where we are today without
listening to our readers. But we want to make
ST Format even better — and with your help
we will: spend just a few minutes answering

our questionnaire

(Where you are asked to choose from a list,
please do so by circling a category or ticking

1 Are you:
Under 16 17-24 25-34
3544 4559 Over 60
2. Are you:
Female Male
3 How much do you earn a year?
Less than £3,000 £3,000-£5,999
£6,000-£9,999 £10,000-£14,999
£15,000£19,999  £20,000 or more
4 Which do you own?

520ST with single-sided drive.......|
520ST with double-sided drive .....L]

1040STE.......

Mega 1 or above........coccenieranns ._
SO e O

5 What hardware do you (a) own or (b) intend
to buy during 19907

Hard disk.....ccioiocvicd J ssenmionesd )
Joystick el ] -

LT | ] G e
Second disk drive.......
Sound sampler............ L] |
Other (please SPeCify) ... veimmsnmnusissssisnsiinss

6 What software do you (a) own or (b) intend
to buy during 19907

Accounts............ooerael

COMIMS ...oiiniinnmiiissimi =
Database....

Programming lang
Spreadsheet............... O

Word processor .......... [oI] =] L]
Other (please specify)

7 What do you use your ST for? Estimate as a
percentage of the time you spend on your ST:

BEMBE L. . i A s %
Serious (wp/business/education) ..... %
Creative (art/graphics/music) .......... %
8 Estimate how much you spent on hardware
and software last month:
Less than £20 £20-£39 £40-£59
£60-£79 £80-£99 £100 or more

10 Estimate how much you expect to spend
on software and hardware combined in the

next 12 months:
Less than £20 £20-£39 £40-£59
£60-£79 £80-£99 £100 or more

11 Name the best ST game you have played:

12 Name the best piece of serious (ie non-
game) ST software you have used:

13 Rate out of ten the computer magazines

you read

ST Format ........ /10
...................... /10
........... /10
..................................... S10

14 Which other, non-computer, magazines do

15 Which newspaper do you read most often?

Express Guardian Independent
Mail Mirror Sport

Star Sun Times
Today None of these

16 Rate out of ten these regular sections in
ST Format

Caver Disk .......ccuieeiein /10
Desktop ........... /10
Gamebusters....... /10
Games reviews.... /10
Graphics ......ccoccveeeee SRR L
Hardware reviews............ /10

BHEIE . e, e . SRR
e T iy
PR et /10
Readers' letters ............. /10
Software reviews ............ /10
AVErES. ... coivsisssninsannnss. £ 10

17 To help us get the balance right on the
Cover Disk, allocate points to make a total of
ten. (For example, if you love playable game
demos but aren’'t keen on reader
contributions, you might score demos six
points, two each to serious and PD programs,
and give none to reader contributions -
making ten in all.)

Playable game demos..... points
Serious software............. paints
Public Domain programs . points
Reader contributions.......  points
(Tl i 10 points)

17 What single review or feature do you
remember as being the best thing you've
seenin STFormat?................ccccoiiiiiisiininia

19 What do you remember as being the best
STFormat cover? .................ccooueieiinnansiansanianas

21 Do you:
{a) have a regular order for ST Format with your
NEWSAZENE.c...oviveneessiens O

{b) SUBCTDE ...vvvvvinenerenes O
(¢} intend to subscribe.....[]
(d) none of these............. O

Final section. Now, tell us anything you think
we should know about ST Format: how to
improve it; what you love or hate; ideas for
series or features; or just better ways of
doing things. (We'll print a selection of com-
ments in a future issue.)

AND FINALLY...

Send this questionnaire or a photocopy to:
ST Format Questionnaire 1980, Future
Publishing, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth St,
Bath BA1 2AP. We shall be collating the
replies at the end of March. Thank you for
your help.



ATARI LAUNCH
NEW ST ASSAUL

A tari are expected to
announce a new sales
initiative this month
designed to make the ST “the best
entry-level option on the market.”
Details leaked to our sister
magazine New Computer Express
indicate that Atari plan to push the
STE very much as an upgrade to
the ST, and this is to be reflected
in a £100 price differential.

The current ST bundle the
“Powerpack” is to be phased out
and the 5208T is to be re-launched
in a revised bundle called the
“Discovery Pack” at £299.

This new price effectively re-
instates the price gap between the
ST and Commodore's games
machine (called the Amiga), and
does much to restore the balance
upset during the campaign of
Christmas '89 by the wellreceived
Amiga Batman pack and the ST
upgrade incompatibility fiasco (see
last issue),

Atari expect stocks of the
“Powerpack™ to be exhausted by
the end of March, leaving the way
clear for the new pack. This is
good news for prospective ST
owners, and also comes as a
welcome boost for software
houses who are said to have felt
the pinch since the introduction of
the "PowerFack” and its 23 free
games. Although the bundle
stimulated hardware turnover,
there have been complaints that
the number of games that come
supplied with the machine have hit
over the counter software sales.
To emphasise the needs of the
first time buyer, the planned
bundle is to include a home
productivity pack, and five games
carefully chosen for their “buyer
awareness” and high profile.

The new sales approach for the
STE reflects Atari's perception of
the machine’s place within the
ST range. There is currently no
price differential between the STE
and the ST, but the 520STE is now
to be priced at £399 - without an
accompanying bundle — and £499,
with £3-400 of Kuma serious
software. Insiders at Atari say that
anyone who has already bought an
STE can “count themselves lucky”
because the upgrade is now fully
operational. (This will no doubt
come as a welcome surprise to
STE owners still experiencing
incompatability problems.)

B Atari's PowerPack bundle is being phased out, to be replaced
by a new selection of serious software and just five gamesz

Atari are sounding more bullish
than they have for months, boldly
countering stories that the Amiga
outsold the ST over Christmas with
assertions that Commodore could
not meet demand and ended up
selling only 60,000 Amigas.

Atari had apparently hoped
that this new sales initiative would
herald the arnval of the STE, but
the word from Atari is that a
dockstrike at Folkestone before
Christmas upset marketing plans
and general shortages of the ST
meant that they had to fly 20,000
machines into the country to
satisfy demand.

The ST “installed user base” in
the UK (such terrible jargon these
people use) is now claimed to be

well over 250,000, and Atari's
proclaimed intention is to sell twice
as many STs this year as it did
last. “We'll be at 300,000 from
April,” ST FORMAT were told.

B The Atari Show, wittily
entitled Atari '90, is to take
place at the Hammersmith
Novotel on 1, 2 and 3 June. As
predicted in ST Format (issue
5), the show will be split, with
all Atari's product range on
show, together with a users’
and developers’ workshop, a
DTP area and the usual
bargains. An extra bonus is the
mere £2 entry price (£4 for a
family of four). More details
next month.

NEWS

GFA
Raytrace
Cover Disk
demo: an

apology

GFA UK would like to apologise to
the readers of ST FORMAT who
were unable to use ther demon-
stration version of GFA Raytrace on
5T FORMAT's March Cover Disk.

The problem was due to the
programmer being over enthusias-
tic in reducing the size of code
required for a demonstration ver-
sion. Mega ST and 1040 ST/E
users were not affected.

We would like to make it abso-
lutely clear that the full version of
GFA Raytrace is not affected by
this problem and functions on all
ST machine formats.

GFA UK would like to compen-
sate readers of ST FORMAT, by
offering ST FORMAT the chance to
put the full version of GFA Raytrace
on the next available Cover Disk.

For the ST FORMAT readers
who would like to purchase the full
GFA Raytrace package, including
manual, other supporting pro-
grams and demonstrations, GFA
UK have reduced the price from
£39.95 to £19.95. This offer is
limited to readers of ST FORMAT
and valid for a period of one month
only - after which it will return to
its normal recommended retail
price of £39.95.

For further information on this
excellent offer contact GFA Data
Media UK on 0734 794941,

LES PLAYER
(GFA DATA MEDIA UK)

Stiff sentences for German ST spies

Dirk Brzesinski, Peter Karl and
Markus Hess, the three Germans
charged with espionage for
breaking into computer systems
and selling secrets to the KGB,
were convicted in Celle, West
Germany on February 15. The
fourth member of the group,
Karl Koch, committed suicide in
suspicious circumstances before
the trial, by setting himself on
fire in a forest near Hannover.
After breaking into various
military computer systems, by
using their modem to navigate
through several international
network gates, the four sold
telephone numbers and IDs to
their Soviet contact called
"Serge” for a sum of DM90,000

B Clifford Stoll: the man with
the yo-yo who tracked the
hackers

- about £34,000. According to
the judge, no demonstrable
damage was done but the three
still got sentences between 12
and 24 months. g
The main motive, according
to Brzesinski, was to help the
Soviets catch up with the West
and balance the technical
know-how on both sides.
German television showed the
confiscated equipment, among
which, an ST, an external floppy
drive and two Atari monitors
featured prominently. The trial
made history because this is
the first time anyone has been
convicted of a computer related
crime in Germany.
DON MAPLE

ST FORMAT 7



NEWS IN BRIEF...

B Atari have finally decided on a
price for the Atari Lynx hand-held.
Launched at the British Toy and
Hobby Fair last month, the Lynx
is to retail at £149 (predicted in
ST FORMAT issue 8) and should
be in the high street as you read
this. Television advertising will
herald the arrival of the Lynx in
retail outlets,

H In an attempt to boost the
traditionally slow summer sales
period, electronic high-street box
pushers Dixons have knocked a
clear £30 off the price of an ST
Explorer pack (normally £299),
reducing the bundle to £269.99.
The company are also planning to
give a free electronic hand-held
game but haven't decided which
one yet.

B Joysticks giant SpectraVideo
have recently acquired the sales
and marketing rights to the
complete Quickjoy range, and the
company intend to release a large
amount of new sticks soon.
Spectravideo hope to have 15

joysticks in the UK covering the |

£10 to £40 range by the end of
1980.

B Critics of Arnor's Prodata
database can take heart — Arnor
are releasing an upgrade to the
program very soon which irons
out the bugs in the current
version. Multiple line headers and
footers, mouse-based editing,
global totalling of data, sub-
database creation and better
support for smaller memory STs
are just some of the new features.
Contact Arnor on 0733 68909.

B One of the world's largest
music trade fairs takes place in
Frankfurt in March. European and
American software houses and
Japanese instrument manu-
facturers traditionally launch their
new music products at the show
because the event is seen as
gateway into the huge European
market. We'll be there to report on
all the very latest news and
product releases.

B Kempston are releasing a much
improved mouse for the ST
featuring 250 dpi resolution,
micro switch button and extra
long lead. Costing £34.95, it
comes in a specially colour-co-
ordinated tasteful two-tone grey
to complement your ST. Phone
Pandaal Marketing on 0234
855666 for more information.

B The latest budget sequencer,
Tiger Cub from Dr T, weighs in at
just under £100. For this you get a
12 track sequencer, graphic
editing and notation that can be
output to most printers. Phone
MCMXCIX on 01 724 4104 for
further details.

8§ ST FORMAT

GEM OF A
DATABASE

nd now, for stamp
collectors, train spotters
and record cataloguers

everywhere comes DGBase, a new
and innovative database from
popular business software house
Digita International. Previously
known for their personal finance
packages Cashbook ‘Controller and
Personal Tax Planner, the company
haves created a filing solution that
fully utilises the power of the GEM
interface to make managing
complex databases easy.

DGBase enables even the
complete novice to design
customised reports, personnel
records and perform label printing
and mail merge without poring
over heavy technical manuals. A#H
functions are available via puli-
down menus and there's a
comprehensive ondine help facility
should you get stuck.

Other goodies include a builtin
word processor so you can write
short reports and memos and
merge them into your database,
relational database design
enabling easy manipulation of data

Yamaha
axe DX7

After nearly seven years, Yamaha
have launched a replacement for
their popular DX7 synth. The new
model - the SY77 - contains no
less than 11 sound generating
configurations, and uses Advanced
Frequency Modulation and
Advanced Wave Memory. Slightly
larger than the DX7, it comes with
128 samples, 64 performance
memories and 128 AFM sounds.
The SY77 can play 16 instruments
simultaneously via MIDI and
features a disk drive for storing
voices and material created using
the on-board sequencer.

Many software houses have
started writing for the device
already and Steinberg have
announced a voice programmer
from their Softworks range. There's
also a host of conversion
programs expected for old DX7
voices. A couple of less well
specified machines - the SY55 and
SY22 - complete the range. Look
out for a full review of the SY77 in
ST FORMAT soon.

and powerful reporting and
printing options.

Digita are also releasing
System 3, a new integrated
finance application featuring sales
invoicing, stock and cashflow
control.

DGBase costs £49.95. A price
is yet to be announced for System
3. Contact Digital International on
0395 270273 for more
information.

B Integrate all your cash flow
problems with System 3

Home-
hard drive

Want a hard drive, but can't afford
the asking price? Just for you bbdp
Electronics have designed a little
device which enables you to
connect a separate or embedded
SCSI (Small Computer Systems
Interface) hard drive to your ST
without the expense.

Although the ST is equipped
with a fast DMA port providing
direct access to the ST's memory,
the interface is completely
incompatible with popular hard
drives. The new interface board
enables any drive connected to a
SCSI controller to be used with the
ST.

In order to keep costs down,
the device doesn't have an on-
board clock or DMA through port,
though there's space to add these
features if required. Price? A
breathtakingly cheap £49.95. The
package comes complete with

Digital
dally with
death

Chests are puffing out all round
at Digital Integration, the
popular flight simulator
programming house, after their
collective ego was massaged
by the editor of jingoistic flying
mag Airforces Monthly.

Contrary to the theory that
computer games - particularly
violent ones - can be unhealthy
for children, the company
firmly believes their F16
Combat Pilot flying, shooting-
down and killing game is
positively educational.

The current issue of the fly-
boys monthly contains a stout
editorial line containing such
phrases as “strong educational
basis” and “excellent insight
into the complexities of
flying...the F16, the world's
leading fighter plane.”

As each day brings more
news of Eastern Europe’s
further steps towards
democracy, ST FORMAT
wonders the fate awaiting all
highly trained young flying
fighter/killers...

brew

DMA cable, software and full
assembly instructions, VAT, post
and packing.

If you can't spare the time to
build your own hard drive, bbdp
will sell you a complete 20MByte
device based around the interface
for £350 =+ VAT. Further
information on 0383 881768.

H Now you can connect any
SCSI hard drive cheaply and
easily



special K BARD DISK

Kuma have just released the
upgraded version of the best selling
K-Spread spreadsheet program.

After listening to
spreadsheeters everywhere, the
new K-Spread 4 features macro
support, 200 statistical data
management, arithmetic and
conditional functions and improved
access to graphing and page
layout. GDOS is included to enable
users to perform sideways printing
and a printer driver is available
separately for the Atari laser
printer. K-Spread 4 costs £129.95
available from Kuma on 0734
844335,

level students, the
A literate, and members

of the computer
culterati will be pleased to
hear that they can now get a
copy of the Complete Works of
William Shakespeare in
electronic format.

Complete Works Publishing
have recently launched a new
disk-based edition of the work
in the popular 1st Word format.
The current edition comes on
three disks each priced at
£6.95 and features nine works
including Julius Caesar,

Laser price stun

From being a plaything of the rich
and professional, laser printers
have gone on to become the latest
“must have” for enthusiastic
amateurs everywhere.
Unfortunately, unless you have
the wallet and floor space of one
. of the Getty family, there's little
chance to make use of all that
laser printing power, until now...
The latest release into the
laser market, the LRZR650,
comes from relatively unknown

Mekon Computer Products Ltd and
is a fully-featured device with the
smallest footprint on the market
{just 1.3 sq.ft.).

Priced at a very reasonable
£1625, the LZR650 has two paper
hoppers, a hare-ike printing speed
of six pages per minute, 4.5MByte
memory, and five printer
emulations as standard - including
HP LaserJet Il, Epson FX80 and
IBM Proprinter. Further details on
021 766 6886.

Trade
show
looms

Future Publishing, the company
that publishes the magazine you're
holding in your hand, as
well as several other nearly as

good marketleading titles,

M 1s the sole UK
], representitive at
*

Richard Ill, The Tempest,
Hamlet and Macbeth. The
remaining material will be
released shortly.

Fans of Oscar Wilde,
William Blake and William
Wordsworth can also rejoice,
because Complete
Works Publishing
plan to release

works by eac the prestigious
ofthemvery European
soon. Computer

Publishing o L EISUTE

Awards Show,
* :! to be staged
Olympia,

classic
literature on et

disk offers a
large amount

of flexibility for &
theatre groups '0‘?

who can print their
manuscripts

own
amending them as

= N
at

E * % London on the
% 1st, 2nd and 3rd

of April. The show

15 devoted to awarding

the very best serious and
leisure software applications

*
*

L=
¥ p

necessary, and those with
reading or eyesight
difficulties who can view the
text in a larger point size or
clearer font.

Does it spell the death of
the paperback? For further
information on literature hitting
the big screen phone 0403
86438,

p90

launched during the past year.

Computer magazines from
around the world are offering
nominations for the best
software of the year. Award
categories include Best Game,
Best Database, Best Word
processor and 50 on.

Read all about the winners in
next month's ST FORMAT...

ANINVITATION TO JOIN THE WINNING TEAM

Ocean ... Europe’s leading software publisher is expanding its
development facility once again.

We are seeking experienced programmers and graphic artists to join
the in-house team working on the most exciting projects.

Don’t delay -

if you're practiced in Z80, 6502, 8086 or 68000

assembly language or have the creative ability to interpret visual
images into computer graphics this could be the career opportunity of

a lifetime.

Successful applicants can be assured of an excellent salary and
generous productivity bonus.
Please contact Gary Bracey on 061-832 6633
or Fax 061-834 0650.

‘OR SEE US AT THE BUROPEAN

COMPUTER TRADE SHOW

STAND G17 APRIL 15T- 3RD
BUSINESS DESIGN CENTRE
ISLINGTON LONDON N1
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B SPC-Modula-2 is keeping pace with

changes

s at the recent Modula-2 conference in
the UK late last year. As a result of

this the English language version is being

produced and is scheduled for release this

month (April).

In addition to several updates each year the
users can look forward to a new compiler and
I/O library once the standardization procedure
is complete. This standard Modula-2 also runs
under Unix — which means on the ultra-high end
STcompatible TT as well.

The new version, 2.1, of SPC-Modula-2 is a
complete development system supplied on
three disks. The language consists of a graphic
shell, language specific editor, fast compiler,
linker, dynamic loader and source level
debugger. A standard Modula library and all
GEM libraries are also provided. The package is
rounded off with an SPC specific RAM disk, the
Digital Research Resource Construction Set 2.1
and GFA Basic-library.

Modula-2 is a high level language originally
developed at the ETH institute in Zurich,
Switzerland, by N. Wirth, the father of
structured programming. Following Pascal,
which was never intended to be more than just
a teaching tool, Modula-2 was designed as a

PC-Modula-2 aroused a lot of interest

B Mortimer, the gentleman's gentleman!
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B ST MATLAB calculates and displays
complex mathematical functions

comprehensive top-down language.

As a member of the International Modula-2
Standardization Committee, AAV are at the
forefront of Modula-2 programming. Their SPC-
Modula-2 is supplied with and runs under the
SSWiS windowing system. SSWiS, “Small
Systems Windowing Standard,” is a generic set
of basic functions for a Graphic User Interface
(GUI). Because SSWIS is not machine specific,
it can be easily ported and offers pseudo-
multitasking even on systems without a
multitasking operating system.

AAV's commitment to Modula-2 also
extends to other programs. ST MATLAB is the
most recent standalone application which also
offers a symbiotic Modula-2 interface.

This mathematical package, similar in
concept to APL, enables the user to perform
various complex, vector and matrix calculations,
Uniike APL, however, ST MATLAB uses standard
mathematical notation wherever possible.

The program does complex matrices with
up to 2,047 elements performing matrix
multiplication and inversion. Other functions
include trigonometric, square root, exponential,
logarithmic, polynomial and Fourier
calculations. The graphic window can be used
for plotting of functions and the scaling is

performed automatically. Both, graphics and
variables can also be saved to disk.

The program contains an interface to SPC-
Modula-2 which enables the linking of Modula
and MATLAB variables. SPC-Modula-2 can also
dynamically load ST MATLAB to make all of its
functions available to Modula programmers.
Since the program itself was written in SPC-
Modula-2 it fully utilises its multitasking
features. ST MATLAB costs DM 248 - about
£90. A demo version on disk is available for
only DM 10 - about £4.

Advanced Application Viczena do not have
a British distributor but can be reached at
01049-721-700912. m

DRAW!

Interested in pixel oriented drawing? DRAW!
3.0, released by Omikron, enables you to
work simultaneously on as many pictures as
will fit in available memory and supports the
so-called BIG format with 640x800 pixels.

Augmenting the standard drawing tools,
the powerful block editing, automatic mask-
ing and contract enhancement are well-
suited for touching-up digitised images.
DRAW! only works in monochrome and
requires a minimum of 1MByte of memory.
For further information Omikron are avail-
able on 01049-7082-50048.
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N The main screen of DRAW!

MORTIMER, AT YOUR SERVICE

“the butler,” Mortimer from
TSR (Terminate and Stay Resi-

Described as
Omikron is a

dent) program with a number of very useful fea-
tures. Invoked by pressing Alternate/Control it
gathers together all those little things you
wanted but were too lazy to leave the current

program for. In addition to the usual functions
such as a notepad, calculator, automatic screen
blanking, parallel and serial spoolers, the pro-
gram also contains a few unusual ones.

The mouse accelerator is controlled by a
variable formula adjustable by the user. The
snapshot saves the screen in a number of

graphic formats, while its counterpart shows
different image files at a flick of a wrist. The
magnifier function not only enlarges the screen
to twice the size but allows you to continue
working in this mode. But the most interesting
features are the resizeable RAM disk and printer
spooler that grow and shrink autematically
according to need.
Being a TSR program - as opposed to an
accessory — Mortimer works from TOS and TTP
-ams as well, operates in all resolutions,
; English and costs DM 79 — about £30.
Omikron can be reached on 01049-7082-50048.
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£19.99
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£9.99 (CASS)
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£9.99 (CASS)
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