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What do ST
owners get up
to at night?

! "Demo of'the fastest ever ST game!

HESOLUTION 101

| PLUS: We give
|| away 60 coples
i (see page 60)

DON’T PANIC

JUST TURN TO PAGE 25

FOR EVERYTHING YOU
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== YOUR COVER DISK

HAVING LOADS OF TROUBLE?
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NO COVER DISK? TELL YOUR NEWSAGENT AT ONCE!




There’s nowhere to hide from...””SLY SPY”
His calling card is your invitation to
dance with danger! |

Experience the explosive existence of |4
the secret agent in this arcade
action thriller that will leave you
gasping for breath!

From the Island of Doh to
.| Monster Island you will
encounter Doh himself, stinging
insects, hideous foy creatures,
= lethal combat machines,
mechanical assailonts, the
formidable beings of legend
and folklore and finally you will
enter the world of darkness and
its inhabitants!

Feoturing oll 7 islands-

| ond faithfully

THE FASTEST, MOST THRILLING fepfuucing fe
r
3D DRIVING GAME YET1 I;’”h“."d citemen
Take the wheel of your turbo-charged fis ITiFII'ISTEI'
Porsche as you and your pariner go in  arcode hit.
pursuit of dangerous criminals all griv'mg
an evil array of souped-up roadsters.
Need to catch up in a hurry? Well, just
one press of your Turbo Button will
leave your eyes in the back of your head!

.ﬁ'ﬂ

: L GAMES AVAILABLE ON SPECTRUM, AMSTRAD, COMMODORE,
« ATARI ST, (BM AMIGA.
*F-29 RETALIATOR,ONLY AVAILABLE ON ATARI ST & AMIGA.
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Take your techniques to the sireets
SHADOW WARRIOR...

the hero of the nineties.

Ocean Software Limited - 6 Central Street
Manchester - M2 5N5S

Cax: 0f

NN

SHADOW WARRIORS, the latest, greatest and most
ombitious martial arts coin-op game now rages onto
your computer featuring interactive scenic backdrops1
The secrets of the Ninjitsu assassination techniques have
been handed down since the Mediaeval wars..now they
live on in the jungle of the American metropolis.
Athousond yeors of the Ninjitsu secrets at your
fingertips... the Phoenix Backflip,Triple Blow
Combinatien, Flying Meck Throw, Hang Kick and more,
give you a formidoble emoury of stunning moves.

S

Telephone: 061 832 6633
234 0650



Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth St,

= 0225 442244, FAX 0225 446019

your first
steps in

CcComms 110

So that’s what ST
owners get up after

dark! Now you too can

join in. Plus, on page
118, win a year’s
Micronet subscription!

COVER FEATURE

what harm
canit do?

IT MIGHT SEEM to you just
a cheap way to get hold of
software, but in fact piracy
is slowly but surely
strangling the life out of
the ST, and could end up
costing you much more
than you save.

We talk to the people
who pirate as well as the
people who suffer
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RESOLUTION 101

After dark, drug pushers.
After tip off, capture.
After rehabilitation, Resolution 101.

Every dog has its day in Millenium’s
chilling sci-fi playable game demo.
(Read the full, authoritative review on page 35; and don't

miss out on a great opportunity to win a copy of the full
game for free on page 60!)

Plus KID PUBLISHER @ MIKKI MOUSE MONITOR ® MOUSE
TOOLS @ VANTERM ® BALLZONE (COMPLETE GAME!)
® ANIMATION FILES (see page 79) ® C-TUTORIAL FILES (see
page 121) ® TURN TO PAGE 25 FOR FULL INFORMATION NOW!



OVERSEAS MEDIA DISTRIBUTORS LTD
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OVERSEAS MEDIA DISTRIBUTORS LTD m £12.50

OM HOUSE, 139-141 DOMINION ROAD, GLENFIELD, LEICESTER LE3 8JB

MINIMUM ORDER VALUE

TELEPHONE:
FACSIMILE:

[0533) 877733
(0533) 873999

7z

® TOP QUALITY @ CERTIFIED

® GUARANTEED ®100% ERROR FREE
® LABELS SUPPLIED

25 50 100 200
D6010 | 3%"* DSDD 135 TPI| £19.50 | £33.50 | £59.50 | £115.00
D6020 | 5% " DSDD 48 TPI - £21.90 | £39.50 £72.50

GET £2.50 OFF ANY OTHER PRODUCT WHEN YOU ORDER OMD DISKS

CHOOSE FROM
SONY OR
__tim :

1 BOX 3 BOXES

£13.90| £12.90

5 BOXES| 10 BOXES

£11.90| £10.90

Frice per box of 10 disks

i

3% " DISK
STORAGE SYSTEMS

3%" x50 A0023
3%" x100 A0053
3%" x120 A0063

£7.90
£9.90
£10.90

® LOCKABLE ® ANTI-
STATIC ® SMOKED LID

® LOCKABLE
® STACKABLE
® IMPACT
RESISTANT
Holds 150 disks

£24.50
Ref. AO084

£85.00
£79.00
£125.00

* 12 MONTHS WARRANTY
ON ALL
DISK DRIVES

™ ATARI EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES

(All drives have their own power supply)
X1100 3% " Double Sided 720k (Cumana)
%1101 3%" Double Sided 720k (Nec)
X1102 5% Double Sided 40/80 track (Cumana)

I

MANUAL DATA
SWITCHES

r

| R | &

All metal case with rotary switches.

Ref. | 36pin.

Rel.

25pin

X0001
%0003
X0004

£17.50
£22.50
£24.50

2 way
4 way
X way

X0011
X0013
X0014

£16.50
£21.50
£23.50

ADBO1 25pin Male/36pin Male
A0B04 25pin Male/25pin Male 2m
ADB0S 25pin Male/25pin Female 2m

AOBO6 36pin Male/36pin Male 2m

£7.50
£8.50
£8.50
£8.50

2m

COMPATIBLE
PRINTER RIBBONS

AMSTRAD 8256
AMSTRAD DMP2000/3160
AMSTRAD DMP4000
CANON PW1080
CITIZEN 120D

EPSON LQB0O

EPSON LX 80/56

EPSON MX/FX/RXBO/FX/
LX800

NEC P2200

PANASONIC KXP1081
PANASONIC KXP1124
SHINWA CPBO
STARNL1O

STARLC10

STAR LC10 (Colour)
STARLC24-10

BUY 10 GET 1

MANY OTHERS AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL

£3.90
£2.75
£4.50
£4.25
£4.25
£3.90
£2.90

£2.90
£4.50
£4.50
£4.90
£4.50
£3.90
£3.90

R7410
R4820
R4260
R2230
R48BO
R#370
R4540

R2730
RE440
R2280
R9040
RE381
R7610
RB610
RB696 £7.90
RB6B0 £4.50

FREE

for Amiga & Atari

MICE

X2005 Atari High Resolution
Replacement Mouse

X2006 Amiga High Resolution
Replacement Mouse

X2010 Naksha Mouse Suitable

£24.50
£24.50

£39.00

ALL PRICES ARE
INCLUSIVE OF VAT AND
DELIVERY 1k MAINLAND ONLY)

S CITIZEN

HO100 120D

HO101 SWIFT 24

X0900 SWIFT 24 COLOUR KIT
HO102 PRODOT 9

£139.00
£320.00

£38.00
£375.00

HO0110 OVERTURE 106 LASER £1295.00

Panasonic

HO200 KXP 1081

£155.00
HO201 KXP 1180 £170.00
HO202 KXP 1124 £250.00
H0203 KXP 1592 £320.00
H0210 KXP 4450i LASER £1598.00

NEC
—

HO300 P2+ £299.00
HO301 P+ £469.00
H0302 P7+ £585.00

star R
r—

HO00O LC10 £165.00
HO009 LC 1011 £195.00
HO001 LC 10 COLOUR £205.00
HO002 LC 24-10 £245.00
HODO03 FR10 £370.00

HO020 LP-8 LASER £1650.00

SPECIAL OFFER

PARALLEL CABLE IS INCLUDED WITH
EVERY PRINTER
WHEN YOU ORDER A PRINTER BUY A
BOX OF PAPER 117 x9.5" 60gsm AT
£11.50 (INC VAT)

WIRE
Made of safety plastic coated

Ref. A0202

steel wire £12.50

STANDS _—1

SPACE
SAVER

Made of moulded
plastic.

Feeds and refolds paper
underneath the printer.
Takes up handly mone
space than the printer I
et | T

YUS-25A for 80 col. printer. Rel. A0203 £27.90
YUS-258 for 130 col printer. Ref. AQ204 £32.50

11x9% " 60GSM

Ref. PO101 Box of 2000 £15.90
PERFECT A4 B5GSM

Ref. PO301 Box of 1000 £13.90

COMPUTER LABELS jm

@ SELF ADHESIVE ® TRACTOR FED
Packed 2000 3%~ x17/1w" £11.90
1, 2 or 3across 4" x 171" £12.90

m{ COMPUTER PAPER -| COPY HOLDERS jmmm

Desk Top
Ref. AQ301
£7.90

v With
adjustable arm
80 Column
Ref. AQO302
£13.50
132 Column
Ref. AQ303
£19.50

“N EW”

‘DISCOVERY’ PACK
H2000 £299.00

COMES COMPLETE WITH:

® Atari 520 STFM Computer

@ First BASIC (Programming Language)

®ST Tour (Tutorial Program)

®Neochrome (Graphics Package)

#5TOS (Game Creation Program)

@ Qutrun, Carrier Command, Space
Harrier & Bomb Jack (Top Games
Programs)

® Comprehensive Manuals & User
Guides

TAND
N ATARI COMPUTERS a[P=L/MOV/TOR STAND e

HOLDS 14" MONITOR £14.50
Ref. AO701 All monitor stands
revolve 360° and tilt up to 25°

Amiga AS00 1PC C0102 £5.50
Atari 1040 STFM 1IPC CO108 £5.50
Printers 80 Col* 1PC £4.50
Printers 132 Col® 1PC £5.50

'Please specify printer

mus{ DUST COVERS jmmm

HOW TO ORDER |—

*Cheque: Please make chegques payable to OMD Ltd. and send them to

the address shown above.

*Credit Card: We accept Access & Visa. Please telephone on

(0533) 877733 (24 hours).

All orders received by 12 noon are despatched on the same day.
Ovemnight delivery available £7.50 extra.




B Jack Tramiel, chairman of the Atari board, accuses BSA of
failing to stop the real pirates

Taiwan factory raid uncovers theft

Atari faces

=3

charges

tari's Taiwan subsidiary has been charged with copyright

infringement. The Business Software Alliance (BSA),

which represents leading American personal computer
software companies charges that Atari engaged in unauthorised
copying of software in their business operations, a practice said
to be widespread in Taiwan.

Atari President Sam Tramiel responded with a strongly worded
statement criticising the action and accusing the BSA of wasting
its time: “Atari has a long standing corporate policy against the
copying of software,” he said, “and does not permit unauthorised
duplicates of software to be used for corporate functions or any
other purposes.

“While we support the ideals of BSA,” he explained, “we
believe that they are misdirected and have blown this matter
completely out of proportion.” He also stated that any copyright
infringement had been carried out privately by workers at the
Taiwan plant.

Brother Jack, chairman of the Atari board, joined in the
counter accusations: “It is highly unfortunate that time and effort
are wasted on such a matter
when billions of dollars are
being robbed from American
companies each year by mass
producers of pirate software,

World’s best ST
forum hits UK

The world's largest on-line
information service for users of
personal computers (that's you!) has
arrived in the UK. The US-founded
service, which boasts over half a
million users in 40 countries,
provides over 160 special interest
bulletin boards — including ones for
the ST which our American contacts
say are the best there are.
Customers can access over 95% of
the US services, including the
27,000 public domain and
shareware programs that can
be downloaded from the data
libraries of technical forums.
The cost of UK access
has been slashed by more
than 50% thanks to new
network access methods.
Costs, still calculated in
dollars, are 522 an hour
(about £13) at all speeds up
to and including 2400 baud.
“The three Atari forums
of interest to ST owners,”
says Andrew  Gray,
CompuServe's UK Manager, “are
the Atari Productivity Forum, a
developers’ converence which
connects people all over the world;
Atari Arts and Entertainment
Forum, which has message boards
and public domain software for
downloading; and the Atari Vendor
Forum.” This last section provides
access to US companies such as
Codehead, Grafix, Gajits by Small,
SoftLogik and dozens more.
CompuServe = 0800 289 378

M A new “environmentally friendly”
multi-user game has opened on
Micronet. Trash, the brainchild of
Third Millennium Systems, who
gave the world the cult classic

Fair shares for ST

computers and consumer
electronics right in the middle
of Taiwan and the Taiwan
government does little to stop
that.” He claimed that Atari
loses millions of dollars in
revenue each year through
piracy, and accused the BSA
of failing to act.

B We investigate the extent and
nature of ST piracy in this issue
(page 16).

Two new packages take advantage of the ST's computing power to track
and predict stockmarket trends. Market Breaker, billed as a “share price
analysis package and portfolio manager,” works with the ST's Microtext
Teletext Adapter to download share price information from Ceefax and
Oracle. Potential investors may read a warning into the fact that the share
price listings that come with the package date back to October 1987, the
month of the disastrous stockmarket crash...

The second item is ProShare ST, a stock market analysis system that
aims to “make stock market dealings and monitoring difficulties a thing of
the past.”

Market Breaker, from Jewsbury Software = 0705 595694 costs
£69.95, while TC Developments’ ProShare ST = 0937 611445,
costs £49.95.

Shades, is a futuristic and none too
serious game with a green theme,
placing players in the role of Pan-
Dimensional Refuse Disposal
Officers roaming the universe,
solving puzzles and completing
tasks on the route to promotion.
Trash differs from Shades in its
appeal, however, and should attract
the kind of player who likes the idea
of MUGs but finds all that mucking
about with wizards and warlocks
too much to bear.

N Clean up your act in Trash, Micro-
net’s new on-line multi-user game

One of the great things about
Trash, and indeed Shades, is that
as you play you can directly affect
other players. Up to 64 people can
take part in Trash simultaneously,
with control in the hands of the
very capable creator of the game,
Matthew Ward.

David Rosenbaum, BT Market-
ing Manager for Microcomputing
and Games, predicts a great future
for Trash. “Its addition to our
games list,” he said, “strengthens
our position as Europe's leading
vendor of quality ondine multi-user
computer games.”

Trash is available 24 hours a

day, can be accessed with the
keyword *TRASHz and costs
Micronet users 2p (off peak) or 8p
(peak) a minute, inclusive of network
charges. Non-users of Micronet or
Prestel can sample the game via
Callstream (= 0898 100 890), at
the usual hefty charge of 25p (off
peak) or 38p (peak) a minute.
M If you like the sound of Trash,
but haven't the faintest idea how
to get started, you need to read
our introductory guide to
communications and all that
jazz on page 110. And there's
the chance to win a year's
subscription to Micronet, as well
as everything you need to get
you going, including a modem
and software: turn to page 131.

WHO ARE YOU? Jurn to page 142 and find out

ST FORMAT 7



NEWS

ST BULLETIN

B At long last Amiga owners
can have their machine run-
ning as fast as an ST, almost!
Apparently at CeBIT (see our
special show report, page 10)
an add-on card is now avail-
able that speeds up the Amiga.
On the other hand, it needs a
set of ST ROM chips. Even
worse news is that it seems
certain to revive that tedious
old argument about whether or
not the Amiga is nearly as
good as the ST (answer: no).

B ST buffs who get all hot and
bothered by the recitation of a
sexy spec might care to avert
their eyes for a few moments. |
mean we are talking 1024x768
resolution, non-interlaced, in
16 colours here, and 1024x768
in “Duochromatic.” Yes
indeedy, we're talking Image
Systems’ new Colour (or
“Color” as these Americans
insist on calling it) ISAC
Board. It costs $800, and
assuming it becomes readily
available here | think it's safe
to assume that the dollar sign
will be replaced with a pound
sign. Meantime get in touch
with Image Systems = 0101
612935 1171.

B Remaining Stateside: the
ST's keyboard, it must be
admitted, is not of the finest —
though the Mega's is not bad.
Now, thanks to an American
interface, you can use an IBM
or compatible keyboard
instead. Costing $60, the unit
plugs into your ST MIDI port
and comes with an ACC desk
accessory. Diverse Data
Products = 0101 305 2393.

W And if you don’t like the
Mega ST's keyboard (but why
not?) you can buy replacement
keyboard switches for $64.95
from Best Electronics = 0101
408 243 6950. Sounds like a
bizarre way to spend your
dosh, but it's a free country.

M All the best to Paul Bocij and
pals working on a new ST
compilation, proceeds of
which go to help keep a pilot
nursery scheme, Child
Concern, from expiring
because of lack of funds. If
you wish to donate programs
(no payment, but full name
credit and a reserved place in
heaven), get in touch with
Micro Care 90, 19 Moore St,
Mormanton, Derby DE3 6SN, or
= 0332 367642.

B Finally, don’'t miss next
month’'s ST FORMAT, out on
Thursday 14 June: see page
146 for a special order form.

The ultimate
accessory?

H Denmark, Harlekin combines the various functions of a
wide range of programs in one. There is a simple word processor;
a terminal emulator for comms work; a disk utility; memory
monitor; clock; calculator; RAM disk; macro processor; ASCII
table and more.

At the heart of Harlekin, however, is a very smart scrapbook
that enables you to create cards and notes of unlimited size. Each
card has its own optional icon and can be displayed as a list or as
a calendar. In fact, according to HiSoft, it's a “complete
information management system which you tailor to your own
needs and methods of working.”

Harlekin works on 1040s and upwards, and as yet only on
monochrome
monitors, though
a colour version

iSoft have announced the release of what may well prove

Desk File Uiew Oplions

F—_— m__’ = is said to be in
!ﬂ][ﬁ"i‘ | the offing. It
H ) costs £49.95
=) b T from HiSoft =
HIE‘F: File:HARLEKIN.BAC Used: 544 525 718181.
I-I'II!:—" No of ma&cros:2é Size:4896

B The
impressive and
multi-talented
Harlekin from
HiSoft

Atari honour Evesham

Mail order specialists Evesham Micros have been presented with the
1989 “Atari Dealer of the Year” award. The presentation, made in Milan,
recognising the company's commitment to Atari in general and the ST in
particular, was made to Evesham Managing Director Richard Austin by
Atari UK's Bob Gleadow.

A spokesperson pointed out that Evesham Micros have been selling,
servicing and repairing STs for four years, and explained that one
important source of business for them came through the
recommendations of satisfied customers. “We sell a lot of STs, we offer a
fast service, and turn around our repairs in two or three days,” said the
spokesperson. Evesham Micros = 0386 765500.

Kidpublisher
extra

If you like the demo of
Kidpublisher Professional on
our Cover Disk (there's a
specially written tutorial file
with it, too - and see the
Education column, page 135),
you may be interested to know
that we have just signed a deal
with Brumleve Software in the
States that enables us to sell

Timeworks
new guide

Desktop publishing is all very well.
In fact, in the right hands it's
wonderful. But the problem is that,
to the novice, it can all prove rather
baffling. The common or garden
introduction to the subject is not
always that much help either, since
different programs do things in
different ways. What is needed,
perhaps, is a thorough and well
written introduction to one
particular DTP package.

Enter A User's Guide to
Timeworks DTP, one of the best of
the sub-Calamus packages. (We've
used it as the basis of our DTP
series, which concludes this month

A comprehensive guide
to Timeworks DTP

on page 91; and see David Jones'
account of its use in education on
page 135.) Written for the ST Club
by David Smith, it claims to
communicate the basics in such a
way that each new feature builds
on what has gone before. The book
is full of examples showing how to
produce newsletters, CVs, posters,
and books - of which the book
itself is an excellent example.

The 270 page paperback
costs £9.95 from The ST Club =
0602 410241.

8§ ST FORMAT

the program in the UK. You are,
of course, still free to order
direct from the States, but if
you would like to buy from us,
hold on till next month's Special
Offers pages.

B Citizen have launched the model that supercedes what is
claimed to be Europe’s best-selling 9-pin printer for the past four
years. The 120D is said to have sold to 600,000 Europeans,
110,000 of them Britishers. The 120D+, which like its
predecessor costs £199, has two Near Letter Quality (NLQ)
fonts selectable from the control panel and pre-set length
options via dipswitches. Citizen = 0895 72621



B Fast Fax straight to your ST

Microdeal
offer the
complete fax

If you're serious about business
these days you need a fax machine.
What could be more logical than
buying one that hooks up to your
ST? Microdeal have launched just
such a machine which, they claim,
saves money and paper at such a
rate “it could pay for itself in only a
few short months.”

Fast Fax gets around the
awkward problem of loss of quality
in both sending and receiving
messages by transmitting straight
to and from your ST. Create your
message on-screen; import
graphics, letterheads and signatures
as IMG files; and transmit without
having to go via paper at all.

Similarly you receive messages
as desk files that can be displayed
and read on-screen — or printed out,
of course. And if you're a frequent
user of the machine, you can
schedule transmission to take place
during cheaprate hours — saving up
to 50% on such calls.

Software with Fast Fax, which
includes a 1000 name address
book, comes as a 90K memory
resident program.

It costs £690 from Microdeal =
0726 68020,

New STOS
games guide

The author of the original STOS manual has written a
program writing guide for users of Mandarin's STOS
game creator. Entitled The Game Maker's Manual:
Atari ST and STOS Basic, the book takes the reader
from the first steps of planning through to advanced
techniques of animation, scrolling, sound and 3D
graphics and assembly language programming.

The 280 page paperback guide costs £11.95 and
can be ordered from your local bookshop, or direct

from Sigma = 0625 531035.

FORMAT MUSIC SPECIAL!

Don't miss next month's ST FORMAT, on

It’s awards
fever!

uddenly the software industry has broken out in a

veritable rash of awards. The latest, those presented at

the European Computer Trade Show, were sponsored by
Future Publishing (the company that publishes ST FORMAT,
ameong others) and presented in the swanky surroundings of
London’s Café Royal. Editors of many of Europe's leading
magazines - including Steve Carey of this parish — got together to
decide the winners. Populous did especially well, receiving
accolades for Best Strategy Game, Most Original Game and Game
of the Year. Best ST Product was the Macintosh emulator Spectre
GCR, while Kick Off picked up Sports Simulation of the Year.
Infogrames' Sim City was Educational Program of the Year.

And in the States Sim City has scooped three awards - Best
Sim, Best Entertainment Program and Best Curricular Program -
in the prestigious Software Publishers Association presentations,
made in San Diego. Watch out for the definitive ST FORMAT
review on this long awaited release in next month's issue!

Finally, the most coveted awards of all: the Bournemouth and
Poole Atari User Group Awards. Best Magazine was - ah shucks,
we're overcome with emotion - ST FORMAT.

B Steve Carey, suave editor of ST FORMAT, presents the ECTS
award for Best Strategy Game of the Year to Les Edgar of
Bulifrog, the team behind Electronic Arts' Populous

B The new game maker's “how to” guide

n Thur

y 14 June

NEWS

ST music
news

The ST's dominance as the
musician’s favourite machine con-
tinues. Besides such fans as
Madonna, Kraftwerk (before your
time - and mine) and Fleetwood
Mac (before your dad's time — and
mine), the ST, or more precisely
the Stacy, was used recently in the
Oscar-nominated Born on the
Fourth of July. Apparently the sys-
tem used was Hybrid Arts' Adap I,
a new set-up that enables high-qual-
ity recording of sound direct onto a
hard or optical disk.

Don't get too excited, though,
because the memory requirements
of such systems are gargantuan —
something like 10MBytes to record
a minute of 16-bit stereo sound!

Recent implementations of this
new technology unveiled at the
massive Frankfurt Music Show
include Son from Dutch company
Mopro (£1,650) and Sound Tools
from US-based Digidesign
(£2,000). This latter is a spin-off
from a very successful Macintosh
version, so the result ought to be
polished and stable.

Staying with ST musical innova-
tion, but straying very much
towards left field, is the Jmmy
Hotz MIDI Translator, a device
reportedly financed by Mick Fleet-
wood of Fleetwood Mac (hence, |
guess, the name) that you strap to
your body and play by tapping the
touch sensitive pads (told you it
was odd). Fleetwood reckons it's
going to lead to a “revolution in the
way we make music,” but since it's
currently being offered in the
States as a bundle with the Stacy
at an eyewatering 58,000, it
seems likely the revolution will have
to start without most of us.

Roland have launched a verta-
ble flurry of new projects. Such as?
Such as a £100 ten track entry-
level sequencer offering score-edit-
ing and drum programming func-
tions; an £80 stereo amplifier and
speaker module; and a £200 con-
verter that translates pitch and vol
ume of an analogue signal into MIDI
data. Roland = 01 568 4578.

Remaining in the music
domain, but coming down the
financial scale a few notes (get on
with it — ed), Quartet, Microdeal's
very well received £50 MIDI sample
sequencer, has just been released
in an STE compatible version that
takes advantage of the upgraded
ST's custom chip to offer true
stereo sound. Microdeal = 0726
68020.

ST FORMAT ¢



NEWS EXTRA

euro-Nnews

Atari have been showing their wares at the enormous CeBIT show in
Hannover. Don Maple was there to bring you all the latest ST news

he CeBIT show in Han-
I nover, West Germany, is
now officially the largest
computer show in the world. This
year, CeBIT was host to more than
3,500 exhibitors from over 40
countries, with a total number of
visitors easily surpassing the
500,000 figure.

Atari's presence at CeBIT took
the familiar “village” format and
was situated in Hall 7. Unlike most
exhibitors, Atari chose to combine
business with pleasure and hold
their press conference after regu-
lar show hours at a hotel. In addi-
tion to Awin Stumpf, general
manager of Atari Germany, the
panel featured Sam and Leonard
Tramiel, Richard Miller (VP R&D)
and Greg Pratt (VP Finance).

Atari cagily announced new
Portfoliotype machines based on
both MS-DOS and ST range. “| will
not promise and describe the
machines, but there will be further
developments in our handheld
LCD market place,” said Sam
Tramiel, though confusion has
since surrounded this statement.

Speaking of the TT Leonard
Tramiel explained, “TT cheats — it
uses 150K of video RAM as
opposed to ST's 32K, so to move
five times as much memory we
use a 64-bit wide data path.” Addi-
tional speed is also achieved with
“burst fill" mode. New VME card
expansion will be automatically
recognised by the operating sys-
tem, while the big news on the
software side is the “cookie jar"
for inter-program communications.
Sam Tramiel stressed the interna-
tional nature of the TT with the
USA, UK, France and Germany
participating in its creation.

The main Atari stand was
buzzing. Exhibitors generally dis-
played improved versions of exist-
ing products with new items only
occasionally appearing. This is
probably because of the “every-
thing-has-already-been-invented”
syndrome prevailing as the ST
market in Germany matures. How-
ever, with the TT upon us, the cre-
ative juices will soon start flowing
again and there should be many
new products before the Dussel
dorf show in August.

One company exhibiting a
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B Sam and Leonard Tramiel in
Hannover with Richard Miller
the British R&D wizard now
working in the US

brand new product was SED-DOC.
They displayed their Silent Drive
box. Although concentrating their
sales pitch on the quietness of the
drive, what is most impressive is
that the drive is removable. In addi-
tion to hard disks ranging in
capacity from 80 fo 250 MBytes,
the same box also accepts remov-
able floppy and tapecartridge
drives! The company also showed
Ctree Server, an accessory for
distributed DB applications running
across different systems (Apple,
VAX) on a LAN.

IBP have been tearing STs
apart and reassembling them as
rack mountable industrial control

B The multi-national sleek
new TT keyboard which
eliminates the rhomboid
function keys

computers for years. MSI 190 is
an example, sporting 800x600
resolution with 256 colours. MSP
190v is an AC/DC portable
drawing on either 12 or 24 volts.
BioNet 100 by Biodata is a
network running on a number of
different configurations. Using
BioNet 100 an Atari ST user can
get access to MS-DOS, Unix, DEC,
NFS, Novell and TCPAP systems.
Omikron, who wrote ST Basic
for Europe, ventured into hardware
with their professional disk copier,
Copystation. The hopper takes up
to 100 disks with automatic
master recognition. The device
reads a write-protected disk and

GRAPHICALLY SPEAKING

The most impressive hardware on display must have been the interface
te high resolution, large screen, colour monitors by Maxon. MGE
(Maxon Graphic Expansion) has long been providing this service for
Mega owners. With MGE Il an ST owner can now drive an array of
impressive Matrix monitors. Depending on the model the monitors
range from 14" to 21" in size and display up to 16 million colours. The
crisp beauty of these displays has o be seen to be believed.

TmS, the graphic programming giant, showed TmS Cranach, an
image processing system supporting 24-bit colour pictures on large
screen multi-sync monitors. Its older brother TmS Cranach Studio is
the professional version with pictures up to 40MBytes (!) and a 3D
simulator. But the real magic is achieved with TmS 2.5 which converts
pixel drawings to vector graphics.

Technobox displayed their professional Drafter and CAD/2
programs. Already translated into English, these are professional
tools aimed at designers and architects.

A company called Richter Computer showed off Sherlook, a
powerful character recognition program supperting both monochrome
and colour scanners and automatically recognizing up to eight fonts.
Also on the Richter stand was Chili, a sophisticated video digitizer
working with 65000 colours. Mixing any two video signals, it enables
the user to define the “see through” window in any regular or irregular
shape down to a single pixel level.

B Calamus SL has full four
colour separation and can
produce some amazing results
(see page 125 for details)

then copies it to all subsequent
floppies until another WP disk is
encountered. Omikron also
showed Easy Base, a database
with fast search — 0.2 seconds for
1000 addresses.

In the software field, GFA were
well-represented. GFA-Basic 3.5e
enables usage of STE specific
features such as hardware
scrolling. The same program runs
on all machines by adapting itself
accordingly and there is now a
new library with extended sound
and graphic commands.
Converter-to-C translates GFA
Basic source into C, while GFA-
Assembler, the integrated
development package, is now up
to version 1.5.

Calamus SL is the colour
version of the well-known DTP
program, supporting full cyan,
yellow, magenta and black colour
separation. DMC in cooperation
with Atari Germany have shown
the package, but it's not yet
available for sale.

1st_Card by Logilex is a
Hypercard-like, expert system
sporting artificial intelligence.
Graphics, text and buttons are all
easily linked with the built-in editor.

Weide Elektronik, famous for
their RAM expansions and other
hardware add-ons, are venturing
into software. Address Direct is a
database written specifically for
mail order companies. It supports
both networks and GDOS, while
the mail merge is possible with
Tempus, 1st_word and Calamus
documents. B
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