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}aittef DTP war

‘Grey import’
in a storm

bizarre slanging match
A has broken out over
Calamus, the leading
desktop publishing program for the
ST (reviewed in STF6). Wild and
bitter accusations of grey importing,
price fixing and interference in
private affairs have been flying back
and forth between competitors.
Signa boss Mike Dale, the
original UK supplier of Calamus,
alleges he has proof that Network
News Services (NNS) — who sell the
program for £343, as opposed to
Signa's £458 - are dissuading
customers from buying Calamus,

NNS are importing Calamus direct
from North America and supplying it
with six ROM chips, a method of
supply heavily criticised by Dale:
“There's a hardware modification
involved. You've got to take the lid
off your machine and insert a
version of TOS the machine was not
equipped with. It seems odd to me.”

Signa’s version of Calamus
doesn't need ROMs because
German developers DMC (featured in
STF11), configure the software for
each country so it looks for the
keyboard that belongs to that
particular country.

B TheCalamus conflict: headed for the
European Commission?

and persuading them to buy their
own product, Proxima (£155).
“They're making a lot of less than
complimentary remarks about
Calamus and Signa,” Dale claims,
“and about the way Calamus is
marketed and handled.”

Network News Services are
selling what Mike Dale calls a “grey
import,” the industry name for a
program that comes through
dealers abroad. Is it illegal? “That's
up to lawyers to decide,” said Dale,
“| really can't comment on that.”

issue 12-JULY-90

For his part, NNS boss
Frank Shean denies Dale's
accusations and dismisses
Dale's objections as an attempt
to protect his market. He
promises customers will soon
be able to buy the new
Calamus version 1.906, which
apparently doesn’t need the
TOS chips to run, at NNS's
lower price.

“We are getting sick and
tired,” Shean complains, *of Mike
Dale poking his nose into our
business. All we are trying to do is
give ST users the same facilities in
this country as are available to ST
users everywhere else in the world.”
Anyone could order Calamus
individually, Shean says, direct from
the United States.

Shean claims that the real
reason behind Mike Dale crying foul
is Shean's intention to seek a ruling
from the European Commission that
Calamus is being given unfair

protection from competition. Article
85 of the Treaty of Rome prohibits
practices which “directly or indirectly
fix purchase or selling prices or any
other trading conditions...” or “apply
dissimilar conditions to equivalent
transactions with other trading
parties, thereby placing them at a
competitive disadvantage...”

The original version of Calamus
is available from Signa (= 0252
341600) for £458. The so-called
“grey import” is available from NNS
(= 0375 859103) for £343.

Mega
music
machine

New from Sound Technology is the
Digidesign Sound Tools AT, a
stereo direct-to-disk recording and
playback system with amazing
digital signal processing functions.

It's ideal for music editing,
mastering, post-production and
any application which requires
high-speed, flexible editing. The
systern consists of three parts:

W A sound designer with multi-
channel waveform editing, cut,
copy and paste facilities, real time
DSP functions, mixing, merging
and delay;

B A sound accelerator with a
Motorola 56001-based DSP
expansion card for the Mega 4
producing two channels of phase
synchronous playback, and

W AD IN, an analogue to digital
convertor with 16-bit quantization
capable of input levels from -10dB
to +4dB (+20dB max) on signals
from 20Hz to 20 KHz.

The package sells for £1,995
on its own, but can be further
enhanced with DAT 1/0, a bi-
directional digital interface,
featuring both S/PDIF and
AES/EBU formats, which costs
another £999. Sound Technology
= (0462 430000.

Evolution revolution

A new type of synthesizer expander module, designed to bridge the gap
between analogue and digital sounds, hits the streets this month. Named
the Evolution Synthesis EVS-1, it offers digital tuning stability and algorith-
mic multi-synthesis that enables sounds to be created in an intuitive way.
Frequency Modulation, Phase Modulation, Wave Addition, Ring Modu-
lation and Formant are all synthesis methods which can be used on the
EVS-1. The system has full dynamic aftertouch and multiple LFO modula-
tion destinations, as well as eight sound multi-timbre and 16 note poly-
phony. Each EVS-1 is supplied with an ST based editor/librarian package,
complete with a large selection of library patches, giving access to a
potentially limitless range of editable sounds. UK distributors Sound
Technology (= 0462 480000) supply the entire EVS-1 system for £299.

W The new EVS-1
multi-timbral
synth is supplied
with an extensive
sound library

ST FORMAT 7



B Projectyle-fiend and
FORMAT-friend Clare Hodgson
crushes the rest of the press

The lady is
a champ

Proving the long-held belief that ST
FORMAT's games reviewers are
the best in the business, the Elec-
tronic Arts Projectyle Press Chal
lenge was the scene of a
resounding victory for Clare Hodg-
son, constant companion of Maff
Evans of ST FORMAT.

Clare admitted that she had to
be cajoled into playing in the first
place. “l feel really guilty, I've
showed everyone else up!” she
said. Opposition teams were not
pleased.

Fun line?

Mel Croucher’'s Computer Fun
Line (sic) has joined the ever-
increasing list of expensive
0898 numbers (299399, to be
precise). The first week’s intro-
duction featured a request for
Steve Carey, editor of this fine
organ, to “**** off.” This is
thought not to be unconnected
with Steve's, er, robust opinion
of the Castle Master manual
(STF 10), the author of which
was none other than Crouch the
Grouch. A touch of magisterial
pique, perhaps? Clik... Brrrrrrrr.

Soviets cash
in their chips

A made at a Soviet-owned semiconductor plant in

Zelenograd, and their barter for STs has been arranged by Seat-
tle-based trade consultants Global Development, which has set
up meetings between the Soviets and Atari. Global's president
Mark Muchnick believes the Soviets are willing to trade all their
excess production, which is thought to be as high as 2.5 million
chips a month.

“This came from nowhere and it's moving very fast,”
Gregory Pratt, Atari's chief financial officer, is reported as
saying. “There's talk of the 520ST being involved, but we weren't
planning on releasing the news just yet.”

Soviet factory workers are expected to receive 25% of any
profit that accrues — which, given the desperate shortage of high
technology in the Soviet Union, could amount to a very good
deal indeed. Muchnick reckons the Soviets are “just dying to get
their hands on computers. For the first time in their lives these
guys could get something more than a paycheck.”

Steinberg
releases

MW Steinberg’s new CuBase 2.0 ST
now includes Score Printing and
Phrase Synthesis

W Avalon, the universal ST
sampling program has been
upgraded to version 2.0, providing
ultra-fast transmission of samples
via SCSI. A new digital to analogue
board, the Avalon DA Board, is now
available enabling high quality
monitoring of samples.

W Midex is a new multi-MIDI port,
time-code synchronizer and key
expander for the ST,

W And Yamaha's SY77 synthesiser
has been added to the machines
covered by the Synthworks editing
and librarian program. Evenlode
Soundworks = 0993 898484,

tari are planning to trade STs for Soviet 256K dynamic

Hot video

Signa Publishing have unveiled an
amazing desktop video package.
The result of two years of develop-
ment, Chili offers 256,000 colours
onscreen (the new STE offers 16),
from a palette of 16,000,000, real
time colour frame grabbing, border-
less genlocking and a sophisticated
paint program running in ultra high
resolution colour. It features an
astonishing range of effects such as
merging, masking, block manipula-
tion, distortion and title generation,
Chili runs at broadcast resolu
tion, making it a real option for televi-
sion companies. Connected to a
video camera it captures and manip-
ulates images in reatime. Colour
pictures can be scanned in directly
with a colour scanner attached. Chili
doesn't come cheap, but at £1,700
it's certainly cheaper than a Quantel
Paintbox, the current professional's
choice. Signa = 0252 341600.

B The Hunt for Red October - a computer game on the way

Grandslam cash
in on Soviets

Font to font programs

Sig2Gem and Gem2Sig are conversion programs from the ST Club which
enable you to turn Signum fonts into GEM fonts and vice versa. They cost
£2.50 together and give you the ability to edit and create Signum fonts
using Fonkit Plus or any other GEM font editor which has more tools and
options than the editor supplied with Signum.

Fonkit Plus 3 (£19.95, from the ST Club) has just been released and
can use Gem2Sig and Sig2Gem as external conversion modules without
the need to load each program separately. The ST Club = 0602 410241.

H Turn
Signum
fonts into
a style
you can
edit in
Fontkit
Plus

GEM to Signum font conversion program

Conwert 1 Ri\K,FNT|

Keyboard

8 ST FORMAT

After the success of The Hunt For Red October, featuring Sean
Connery in one of his best film roles, it was inevitable that a
computer game would follow and Grandslam have successfully
secured the licence.

The film followed the efforts of a Soviet submarine comman-
der to cross the Atlantic and defect to the West. It's a tricky
licence to convert, but Grandslam
are hoping that their game, sched-
uled for release at the end of sum-
mer, has got it right.

This version of The Hunt for
Red October isn't the first. Grand-
slam released an interpretation of
Tom Clancey's book back in 1987
when Grandslam were called
Argus Press Publications. They
have now re-released that version
for £14.49. When you see them
both on the shelves, just make
sure you don't buy the wrong
one!

L gp'
B Grandslam are also
re-releasing the book
conversion, originally on
the shelves in 1987

issue 12-JULY-90



Hands-on

he technology revolution
has affected music at all
levels, bringing a

multitude of new techniques,
styles and sounds which were
inconceivable ten years ago.

Less fortunately, it has
brought untold chaos for the
aspiring musician. Not only does
the budding muso have to contend
with the usual problems of creating
an individual musical style, there is
also the major headache of
learning how to use many pieces
of sophisticated hardware
effectively. Manuals are often
written in a strange language
(Japlish?), and usually only tell the
user what each button does, rather
than the best way to use them.

Leeds-based musicians, Anita

Hurst and Simon Sanders, who have both written
pieces for Yorkshire Television and BBC Leeds, have
set up Micromagic Ltd to offer training in the use of
music technology at all levels. They provide courses
both for the beginner who wants to know how to use
their portastudio and for the professional studio

Pixel power

Megapaint Il (£99.95) is the first ST
graphics package that works at the
same resolution as the printer.
Using a screen pixel to printer point
ratio of 1:1 it offers unrivalled image
quality. Other features include block
handling, user-definable fonts,
scanner drivers, and a text editor.
Reputed to be able to print a full A4
page in under three seconds,
Megapaint Il is incredibly fast and
makes an excellent sidekick to any
major DTP program. Silica Systems
= (081 309 1111.

B See the competition on page
90 for a chance to win free
places on Micromagic's courses!

MUSIC LT EE

engineer who wants to understand
the principles of digital recording.

The courses currently on offer
start with the weekend course, a
two day event aimed at the
musician who wants an introduction
to the subject. There are two
weekend courses at £89.70 each:
Midi, Synthesis & Sequencing; and
Recording Technigues.

The next level is the five day
course at £224.25 which covers
the same basic areas as the
weekend courses, but in far more
detail and with a strong emphasis
on creativity.

All the courses make extensive
use of practical demonstrations,
and longer courses have plenty of
hands-on experience to reinforce
the theoretical content. You can

expect to see Fostex, TEAC and Revox tape
machines, a Studioline mixing desk, Beyer and Calrec
microphones, plenty of STs with C-Lab Notator and
Steinberg Pro24 up and running, as well as an
impressive range of Yamaha, Oberheim and Roland
synths. Micromagic Ltd = 0924 410880.

B (Above) Big Run, a Jaleco coin-op about to be converted by the
Sales Curve. The team have been recruiting programmers and
graphic artists as they prepare to launch their Storm label. The
sub-contracted programmers of Silkworm, Gemini Wing and Shi-
nobi are branching out on their own, with plans for four releases
and a number of Jaleco conversions. The first is Saint Dragon (pre-
viewed on page 12), followed in October by an “awesome” shoot-
‘em-up, SWIV. Rod-Land and Big Run are due for early 1991.
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NEWS

B Lakmeyer are introducing a
new EPROM programmer
(£275.25) to handle the latest
32-pin 4-Megabit chips. The
unit plugs directly into the ST's
cartridge port and two software
packages provide copying,
editing and relocation facilities.
It's GEM-based and operates in
medium and high resolution.
Lakmeyer = 081 316 1779.

B A new Bulletin Board, The
Spinning Disk, has just gone
on-line. Sysop John Nice
provides 24 hour support for
newcomers to the ST and to
comms. The board handles
V21, V22, V22bis and V23
communications modes and is
part of the FoReM BBS
network. = 0375 851046.

B CAD package GFA DRAFT
plus 3.0 (£149.95) has been
released for the ST. New
features include: on-screen
icons; splines of up to 132
points; user-definable char-
acters; exportable GEM .IMG
files; and a new Macro
Command language enabling
external programs to draw
complex shapes. DRAFT 2.0
owners can upgade for £99.95,
and DRAFT plus 1.5 owners for
£49.95. GFA Data Media ™ 0734
794941.

B bbdp Electronics, known for
their UK built DMA Host Board,
have been appointed official
suppliers of Supra ST hard
drives. Ranging from 20MB
(£375) to 84MB (£632), the
drives are supplied formatted
and partitioned, complete with
SupraDrive software. bbdp
Electronics ™ 0383 881768.

B From TEC-NOL comes The
Strive (£89.95), a double-sided
3.5-inch disk drive which has
its own internal power supply.
TEC-NOL = 0532 676951.

B GFA Data Media are
releasing GFA G-Shell (£19.95)
to enhance GFA Basic 3.0
Compiler (£29.95). G-Shell
replaces the menu system of
the compiler with an intelligent
“Make” facility enabling users
to program the compiler
functions directly. GFA Data
Media = 0734 794941

M Contrary to the information
in STF10, the French art
package ZZ Rough is not yel
available in this country as a
stand-alone art package. It is
only supplied as part of the
VIDI-ST digitizer (£99.95) from
Rombo Ltd = 0506 414631.

ST FORMAT ¢



NEWS EXTRA

lesh, from iSi Software, is a graphic shell

accompanied by a disk utility called

Fleshtop. Instead of constantly opening
windows, Flesh enables you to run programs from
pull-down menus or by a simple keystroke. You can
specify data files to be loaded automatically and set
their pathnames, and personalised menus can be
saved and recalled as needed.

In addition to regular disk maintenance tools,
Fleshtop searches for files specified in its system box,
offers file move facilities and a filter to list selected
files. It can be run as an accessory and is extremely
useful to hard disk owners.

Flesh is available in English for DM 79 (£29) from
iSi Software = 01049 6142 42036.
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W Fed up with opening windows? Flesh enables
you to run programs from pull-down menus or
simple keystrokes
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Learning by example is one of the
best ways to learn, but source
listings are notoriously hard to come
by. This is where Easy Rider, a
combined assembler/disassembler
package, can help. The macro
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assembler, with its own linker, is a
comprehensive program which
quickly creates executable files from
your source. The interesting part,
however, is the 4-pass disassembler
which does the reverse (creates
source out of any program file). If
you see an interesting program, this
disassembler automatically pro-
duces a partially commented source
code for you to study.

The assembler costs DM 99
(£37) and the re-assembler DM 149
(£56) or you can have both for DM

Staying one step ahead of the game, Don Maple
previews programs released in Germany this month
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Date-Access, by Jensen
Software is a yearly planner
that sits quietly as an
accessory until you need it.
The diary lets you enter up to
ten appointments per day,
can be used as a calendar,
and automatically carries
birthdays over to the next
year. It's supported by an
address manager which
searches and displays

addresses according to
various criteria.

The current version costs
DM 54 (£20), though an
update is planned later this
year. Jensen Software =
01049 461 26751.
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; in addition to excellent professional soflware,

Germany also has incredible PD/shareware

programs. Each month we focus on one such
program or author.

Dirk Woitha has written mono and colour PD versions
of Drachen (Dragons) based on a 2,500 year old
‘Chinese game. 144 stones are arranged in the form of
‘a chinese dragon and the object is to remove them all
mmlmmuaﬂmoﬂurpwmhy
Dirk include an accessory font editor, a new file
‘selector and Liftle Net — a program to connect two
STs using the MIDI ports. For a disk containing all of
the above send just £5 and two international reply
coupons to: Dirk Woitha, Hebbelstr. 11, 5630
Remscheid 11, FR. Germany.
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"Special features:

* Extra stunning graphics - submarines, radar towers, parked jets, windmills,
trucks, mobile SAM launchers.

* This one mission disc doubles tlnaﬂihentand thrill ofthe
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exactly convincing - but next month we're
going to play the game to death and tell you
whether the programmers had the foresight to
make big improvements.

H F-29 RETALIATOR (Ocean)

Another flight sim zooms in to join the
burgeoning flock of aerial combat games. Ocean
claim F-29 is ultra-realistic, combining amazing
simulation with fine gameplay. We'll believe it
when we see it.
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