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YOU OVERCAME THE GODS?
THESE HANDSOME

SPECIMENS WILL BRING
YOU DOWN TO EARTH'

In Populous, you challenged the gods. Now man
is your adversary in the form of three unscrupulous
and violent tribal leaders.
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£29.99

Be as mean as them and match force with force,
or be more cunning, play Mr Nice Guy and win
over the local villagers.

By doing so you not only swell your numbers,
but also keep your larders stocked, which is essential
in ensuring the loyalty of your army.

With the stunning graphics you've come to
expect from Bullfrog, Powermonger is a living
world of mountains, forests and rivers, sun, snows
and rain, where inventiveness and strategic skill can
triumph over mere brute force.

Powermonger will test you to the limit, but if
you still have any energy for adventure left, these
other great Bullfrog titles still lie in wait.




“Better than Populous”, Peter Molyneux of Bullfrog, Creators of Populous.

CTRONIC ARTS®

Electronic Arts, 11-49 Station Road, Langley, Berks SL3 8YN. Tel: (0753) 49442, Fax: (0753) 46672
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more, when it’s this

Carebear AN Cool |
creator of Tracker,
reveals all

Why the Atarl ST is the
best there is for music
and TV 134

Win the amazing all-in-one
musical monster that is
the EVS-1 152
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Get active
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SET UP

Why should someone else have all th ﬁ ER I
and make all the money? Throughou thls

issue we explore just a few of the many
ways you can put yourself in charge - how to
start up your own Public Domain library, for
instance, or create a fanzine, or set up a
bulletin board, or start programming, Or...

The ST FORMAT Guide to Doing It
Yourself gets under way on page 24..The
rest is up to you. Take it away, matey!
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“IT'S DISGUSTING. ALL THIS ENJOYMENT. IT SHOULDN'T BE ALLOWED. 'M DISGUSTED"
- MRS MARY WHITEHOUSE, SPEAKING OUT ABOUT THIS SEXY DISK YESTERDAY

This month's shirt button bustin' trouser-strainin’ chair-
breakin' 1000K Cover Disk has aroused the wrath of
wrinkly porn warrior Mrs Whitehouse. “Ooh, it's disgusting,”
she stormed; “Ooh, I'm disgusted.” For the full disgusting
story, turn to page 34, but try to keep your clothes on.
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He who laughs last, laughs longest.

The rumours were true, DeluxePaint is to become available at last on ST.

Not only that, but it's said to be the best available.

“The current version available for the ST far outstrips all earlier incarnations.

It's the best version there is!” ST FORMAT.

This kind of praise is certain to bring a smile to the faces of all ST users.

You can design your own fonts, work on multiple animations and print up to
poster size. The ST also has a facility for multi- colour = = =
airbrushing and animations that can be done on 512K. :

The price 100, is reason for amusement. For a limited
time only, DeluxePaint ST will be available at a special
introductory price*

And should you happen to bump into an Amiga user, do
try to keep your hilarity to a minimum, you wouldn’t want
to upset them now, would you?

Available soon £49.99°

Electronic Arts, 11-49 Station Road, Langley, Berks SL3 8YN. Tel: 0753 49442. Fax: 0753 46672 ELECTRONIC ARTS



Yet more incompatibility problems for upgrade ST

STE faces hard
disk problems

ome STEs, it has come to light, are

incompatible with certain hard drives.

The problem has arisen because of a
fault in the DMA chip of the upgraded version
of the ST, which may result in hard disk data
becoming corrupted after just three or four
hours' use.

Paul Glover of the ST Club, who first broke
the story, ran into the problem himself when his
own hard drive was corrupted. He contacted
his supplier and was told that up to 30% of
some batches were alleged to be
affected. Glover has also been told that
once you've had the upgrade there's still
no guarantee that your STE can work with
any third party drives. And he discovered a
confidential report (ST/HW/00070) from
Atari informing dealers of the STE
problems - yet so far no move has been
made to recall the faulty units!

An Atari spokesman told ST FORMAT
that it is “only a small batch of STEs which
were affected,” and that Atari were
offering a free upgrade to all users.

The problem is not restricted to Atari hard
drives but affects third party drives as well. A
spokesman for Silica told ST FORMAT that they
were aware of the problem and had so far
checked their ICD range of drives, which had
shown no problems, and are currently testing
their other drives.

Gasteiner's Ali Shah, who says the
company has been experiencing serious
problems with STE/hard disk incompatibility,
told FORMAT that as many as half of all STEs
they received had the fault. “Some of them
won't work with any drive at all,” he said. “That
includes Supra, Third Coast, Gasteiner and
Atari's own hard drives. We've started changing
the DMA chip in offending STEs ourselves at a
cost of £25 a go."” Shah was also unaware that
Atari were offering upgrades for STE owners.
“Why should they?" he said. “The problem is far

by Andrew Hutchinson

too big and expensive for Atari to take on.”
Atari are aware of the problem, but do not
seem owverly bothered. A spokesman told
FORMAT he was “more than satisfied” with the
situation regarding the STE. “The STE has a
redesigned DMA chip,” he admitted, but
claimed that this “shouldn't affect Atari drives.
We don't guarantee that third party drives will
work with the DMA interface, because we don't
test all third party drives on it."

Ll P i

B Atari regret they cannot guarantee the STE
will work with any hard drive but their own

When asked about the lack of a
specification sheet for the DMA interface the
spokesman said that a full technical write up on
the STE was available to all software and
hardware devolopers. He was “more than
satisfied” with the situation, and added that all
STEs shipped in the last three months had a
new DMA chip mask and were OK. This is
contrary to what dealers have told FORMAT,

An electronics engineer said that it would
appear the defect on the mask was entirely
Atari's fault. “It's their chip,” he said. “If they
were designing for testability there wouldn't be
a problem like this. Though | can hardly believe
it, it does look as if they've gone from blue-plan
to chip without checks.”

Gary Drake of the Data Factory (part of the
Aztec Group), who has been trying to push STs
as an alternative to PCs, said he was “ab-
 solutely sick to death of finding
Atari not offering a tenth of the
support any PC company would
offer as a matter of course -

and that includes cheap
Taiwanese imports,”
So where did that leave

someone with a dodgy STE and
a third party drive? “Actually, we
thought the problem had gone
away in July," Atari's spokesman
said. “While we are sympathetic
to the problem, we are not in a
position to help at this stage.”

B Anyone encountering this
problem should get in touch

W Atari's STE may have more ports and sockets than an

STFM, but what use are they?
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with Atari's customer service
line on 081 309 7770.

NEWS

Atari aim to
pack them in

With their eyes on December 25th (less than
40 shopping days to go) Atari have released
another ST pack, complete with software.
The bundle, based around an STE, comes
complete with serious software such as
Basic, Hyperpaint 2, Music Maker 2 and

STOS and games software such as Blood

Money, Outrun, Indiana Jones and the
fantasy game Dragon’s Breath. In order to
sell the £399.99 bundle Atari are claiming to
have a £4 million ad-spend between now
and December.

As always, such bundles bode well for
the future. If Atari hit their target of 400,000-
plus ST users by the beginning of '91, that
should mean even more software and an
even brighter future for the range.

PASSPORT TO MUSIC
High quality music software specialists
MCMXCIX have just released Encore, a music
notation package which accepts either realtime
MIDI input or MIDI files and then produces a
notation score.

Encore enables you to show up to 64 staff
systems with up to four voices per staff. Other
useful features include multiple key signatures,
smooth slurs, slanted beams and lyric entry.

From the same company comes Master
Tracks Pro, the American answer to C-Lab's
Notator. The sequencer enables you to have
64 multi channel tracks, SMPTE support, 240
clocks per quarter note resolution and
countless other professional features. The
program comes complete with a song editor, a
track sheet, a transport window, a conductor
window, a step editor and MIDI data windows.

Passport Encore costs £429 and Master
Tracks Pro £499, both from MCM Building,
Tudor Estate, 708a Abbey Road, London,
NWI10 7UW (= 081 963 0663).
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B Mastertracks Pro, from the company
they call MCMXCIX (it's Latin, you know)

ATARI ON TOUR!
Don't forget the Atari “Whistle Stop Tour
1990," at the following railway stations:
October 23: Bristol Temple Meads
October 24: Manchester Victoria
October 25: Leeds
October 26: Newcastle
October 27: Glasgow Central, and finally
October 29: Birmingham International.
Microdeal, Mirrorsoft and Third Coast
Technologies will be there — and we'll be
attending the Bristol do. See you therel

ST FORMAT 7
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CUMANA HAS THE DISK DRIVE TO
SUITYOUR ATARI, AS WELL AS
" YOUR POCKET

DISK DRIVE !
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The Cumana Pedigree Includes

CSA 354 CSA 1000S
312", SLIM 25mm DRIVE UNIT 54", SLIM 42mm DRIVE UNIT
ATARI COLOURED METAL CASE ATARI COLOURED METAL CASE
INTEGRAL POWER SUPPLY INTEGRAL POWER SUPPLY
AND MOULDED MAINS PLUG AND MOULDED MAINS PLUG
FORMATTED CAPACITY 720K FORMATTED CAPACITY 360/720K
QUIET, HIGH SPEED ACCESS QUIET, HIGH SPEED ACCESS
ACTIVE INDICATOR ACTIVE INDICATOR
DATALEAD DATA LEAD
40/80 TRACK SWITCH

Designed and manufactured in the UK to the highest standards, all
Cumana disk drives include 12 months warranty and are available
from area distributors and a national dealer network.

Look out for the distinctive packaging in your high street, today!

The best name in memory
GUMANA LIMITED, THE PINES TRADING ESTATE, BROAD STREET, GUILDFORD, SURREY GU33BH TEL: GUILDFORD (0483) 503121
All trademarks are recognised and acknowledged



SHOW report

> Fast food, sweat and tears before bedtime. Ooer missus, it’s the show they call..

CES, Earls Court 1990

TRENAGE MUTANT HERO

B As a personal favour, Mirrorsoft want
you to save up all your pocket money
from now until the release of this game
H teeming with a billion small boys, all
with Ninja Turtle fixations and plastic bag
fetishes. It was a fiver to get in, queues stretched
right around the block and once you got in it was
evens as to whether you were ever going to get
out again in one piece. Yet despite the odds (and
the sods), the first European Computer Enter-
tainment Show, held at an increasingly knackered-
looking Earls Court, still managed to be exciting,
even if it wasn't always fun...
For the trade the show offered a platform for
those computer companies who a) produce
games, and b) have money to burn. Notable absen-
tees included Atari themselves, saving their efforts
for the train tour this month (October).....
Esther Rantzen and Frank Bruno came along to
open up shop and promote Childline, while other
stars dropping by included Betty Boo (doing a live
do), Candy Flip, Renegade Soundwave, the
Brookside and Grange Hill casts and street
hockey players of assorted shapes and sizes.
The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (prats in a
haif shell) were there in strength, as was Robocop
and the even more hideous ST FORMAT team...
As usual Ocean and US Gold competed for the
most enormous stand, with Ocean just shading it -
though US Gold's Lamborghini was certainly
attracting lustful glances...
Ocean were showing a list of licences which would
put DVLC to shame, including Nightbreed, Navy
Seals, Epic, NARC, Robocop 2 (nearing completion
and looking very tasty), Tofal Recall and Sky's
latest cartoon hit The Simpsons. The year's big sci
fi movie was without a doubt Total Recall, and hav-
ing fought off stiff competition to acquire the
licence Ocean are looking to produce a suitably
hitech game. Other forthcoming titles are
Battle Command (follow up to Carrier Command)
and Billy the Kid...
US Gold were showing demos of Strider Il for
which ST FORMAT have the exclusive on the pre-
view this month (see page 34) and the review next

ot as hell, sweaty, cramped, tiring and
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month. Other tasty looking software from the soft-
ware veterans included Night Shift, which involves
running a toy company (are you sure about this? -
ed). And they announced the acquisition of the
Godfather trio licence - a big buy but a wise one,
with the possibility of producing a brace of games
for each of the three instalments. Perhaps they'd
made an offer that couldn't be refused?

Domark's new games included Badlands and Hard
Drivin' . Among their other titles are the intriguing
MiG-29, Nam, The Spy Who Loved Me and a 3D
Construction Kit. Top of the heap, though - assum-
ing it can be finished in time - is the superb coinop
Stun Runner. If it's as fast on the ST as early
demos suggest, we could be in for a big treat...
Tee You Are Tee Elle Ee Power was inevitably much
in evidence as Mirrosoft's latest licence did the
rounds endlessly. The heroes in a half shell (©)
game follows the plot of the film closely, the idea
being to rescue April O'Neil from the evil Shred-
der. Speedball 2, the Bitmaps’ farewell title (see
story on page 10) is nearing completion. And there
are three new Cinemaware titles on the way, tast-
est of which is undoubtedly Wings, a World War |
fight-nflight simulator...

New boys Renegade, an alliance between the
Bitmap Brothers and Rhythm King Records
(currently doing the do with Betty Boa), unveiled
their plans to promote the programmer as artist.
‘No-one ever bought a record because it came
from Chrysalis,” Bitmap Brother Steve Kelly
said; “we want people to concentrate on the people
who make the game, not the company that sells it
to you."” Best of luck to "em...

Future Publishing, the home of ST FORMAT,
had a stand too. Thanks to everyone who bought
the latest issue and big girlie kisses to those who
made complimentary remarks. Those who handed
in competition entries at the stand can rest assured
that they will reach their destination...

Quality software house Psygnosis confirmed that
Shadow of the Beast is finally nearing completion
on the ST, honest, along with an army of other orig-
inal games. Spellbound, Nitro, Matrix Marauders,
Armour-Geddon, Lemmings, Kiling Game Show,
Obitus, Cutipoo and Carthage are all pencilled in for
pre-Christmas release...

Elite are going right out on a limb and launching a
soccer game. Initial impressions are favourable,
though the suspicion remains that they may have
missed the footie boat. Elite’s Gremlins 2 is set

B Gremlins 2: The New Batch. Early version
looks good: coming soon to make a nuisance of
itself on an ST very near you, Elite fondly hope -

for an autumn release: early demos look highly
impressive, but whether the game manages to
retain the humour of the film remains to be seen...

Microprose were giving it loads, demenstrating a
whole host of games (including F-19 and Rick Dan-
gerous [l) on video with live commentary to much
acclaim...

Electronic Arts are feeling pretty pleased with
themselves: new title Powermonger is set to
become an ST classic. Head Bullfrog honcho
Peter Molyneux had rashly agreed to demon
strate the making of the game all day in an insuffi-
ciently sound-proofed room, and by lunchtime on
the first day was beginning to look desperate.
Assuming he recovers, expect Powermonger in
late November...

B Boat-missing on a grand scale? just
when you thought World Cup fever was
all over, out pops a soccer sim from Elite

An honorable mention for those who don't make
games but braved it anyway: Rombo were show-
ing off an almostfinished version of their long-
promised ST colour digitiser, while MPH were
doing brisk business with their brand new TCB
Tracker. They'd persuaded AN Cool, shy Scandina-
vian author of the program and renowned demo
musician, to come along, and he spent his entire
weekend talking to the hundreds of ST bods who
just wanted to meet him. You can, too, on page
128, where he gives his first interview...

Oddball licence was undoubtedly Subbuteo from
Electronic Zoo, whose boss Stuart Bell was last
seen demolishing the props on the stand in an
attermpt to make an interesting photo (he suc-
ceeded, but not quite in the way he had intended).
Programmed by Goliath Games, the game has
three levels of play and a 360 degreerotatable
pitch. Also from EZ is the stonking puzzie game
Welltris, follow-up to Tetris. Programmed by Bullet
Proof software, it should be out by the time
you read this...

Gremlin seem to be concentrating on rac-
ing games: their stand included a head to
head challenge on the arcade game Lotus
Esprit, the ST version of which is due later
this month. They were also showing demos
of an excellent 3-D motorbike racing game
and a gooddooking rally car simulation
called Toyota Celica GT4...

Next years show is unlikely to follow the
same format — we hope it's not at Earls
Court (Olympia?) - but on the whole it
could have been much, much worse. Shop-
ping list next time: paracetamol, steel toe-
caps and earplugs. See you there... stf

ST FORMAT ¢



> “16,000,000 colour £200 games ST on the way?”

New rumours fly: colour ST
console, new super-TT?

s something of a declaration of war on
Aconsdes like the Sega Megadrive and the

NeoGeo, influential sources have whispered, |
Atari are to release their own console, based on ST |
technology. Codenamed the Panther, the console is |
said to be set for launch in the States some time early |
next year, with British distribution from summer "S1.

With an initial price tag estimated to come in just
under the vital £200 mark, the console is said to be
cartridge based, although rumours suggest that plans |
are afoot to design a 3.5 inch disk drive adaptor.

Technical specification information is so far very
sketchy, but a shrewd guess suggests a 68000
processor chip running at 12MHz, with a 4,096 colour
screen from a possible palette of 16 million. Sound is
likely to be 8 Bit four channel stereo. The price of the
games cartridges is likely to be about £20 each,
though software houses may bundle three or four

games on the same cartridge.

H And in a busy month for new launches from Atari,
rumours are also circulating of a mid range ST,
placed somewhere between the TT and the standard
ST and codenamed Jaguar. With an appearance date
some time in the spring of '91 the computer is
expected to have a price tag of about £750.

‘ TO ALL READERS E

OF ST FORMAT:
AN IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT
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" ATARI BOUNCE BACK

| At last! If the rumours are true — and they sound
too specific to be pure hot air — Atari are beginning
to bounce back. While the embarrassment over the
STE fiasco continues to rumble on (see sfory on
page 9), and with Atari's absence from the first
Earls Court CES Show setting tongues awagging,
more optimistic whispers suggest that the long-
| awaited Afari ll: The Revenge is about to happen.

| The long-delayed but still impressive £2,000-
plus TT may not be for the likes of you and me, but
once the ST-compatible hardware is in place
there's no reason why Atari shouldn't be aiming to
build a machine halfway between the TT and the
STE. It's an opportunity too good to miss.

The Mega, which would have been left even
higher and drier if the STE had been any cop, looks
increasingly lame and ripe for replacement. How
about a Mega-based machine with that beautiful
keyboard, some of the clout of the TT and none of
the stupid and careless mistakes that made the
| STE the laughing stock of the entire home
| computer industry? We sincerely hope so.

B Behold the new and enhanced Soundblaster, a 5 watt per
channel stereo amplifier complete with speakers, power
supply and all the necessary. “it's new! It's enhanced!"
screamed Siren Software’'s Simon Cobb at the recent CES
Show. “It's got increased bass response! It also comes with
free stereo headphones for a limited period only! Buy now
while stocks last!” Price? £52.99, but mention ST FORMAT
and you'll get yourself E3 off, taking the whole kit and
caboodle down below that psychologically crucial £50 mark.
Cheques and mentions of STF to Siren Software, B4-86
Princess St, Manchester, M1 6NG - or = 061 228 1831

BITMAPS TO GO IT ALONE

Those popular and gifted programmers the Bitmap Brothers have left
their current software house to set up their own label, Renegade, with
Rhythm King Records. The move away from software house Mirrorsoft
was due to what they see as lack of recognition for artists’ work.

The Brothers have set up the new label to provide a platform for new
talent as well as a better deal for existing programmers. The tie up with
Rhythm King Records came about when the Bitmaps used Megablast by
Bomb The Bass as the music on Xenon Il. They plan to run their software
company somewhat like a record company with decent royalties and
proper consultation about such topic as packaging and promotion.

This coming together of two seemingly disparate entertainment
companies is being touted as the first multimedia platform. To prove they
mean business the company have already announced the first two
releases on the Renegade label: Magic Pockets (a multi-directional cutesy
stomp-em-up) and Gods (an eight way scrolling arcade adventure). Both
games are due for release early in 1991.

SHORT STORIES

B If, like us, you're altogether crap at
picking out likely horses from the
newspaper in the momning, then The
Tipster from TAM Marketing could
conceivably be of some help.

The program, which has been
around for many years and has now
been updated, uses data on such
factors as jockey weights and
previous wins, entered from a
newspaper, to calculate the likely
outcome. Aspiring punters can
purchase The Tipster from TAM
Marketing at 7 GD Units, Cofton Road,
Marsh Barton Trading Estate, Exeter,
Devon, EX2 BQW (= 0392 215485).

B Microdeal (= 0726 68020),
distributors of Quartet and Replay
playback and sampling packages,
have released four new and updated
products. The Playback cartridge
enables a normal ST to play stereo
sound back via the ROM port. Quartet
Stereo is an updated version of the
popular sequencer, now a direct
competitor to TCB Tracker. Replay
Stereo, an 8 bit sampler with input and
output ports and some professional
software, looks set to go head to head
with 2 Bit's Pro Series 12 Sampler
reviewed on page 143.

B American company John Russell
Innovations have announced a range
of new add-on releases, including an
internal Genlock system for Mega STs
and an external one for STEs which
would certainly prove to be major
competition for current British
products, Their most interesting
product, however, is an extended
colour palette board for all 5Ts which
gives access to 4,096 colours and
retails in the States at just $49.95.
Other products include a 68000 co-
processor board and a series of SIMM
type RAM modules for standard STs.
John Russell are looking for a British
distributor, but you can contact them
direct at P.O. Box 5277, Pittsburg, CA
94565, (= 0101 415 458 9577).

B A retouching package has come
out for the ST. Retouche enables the
user to retouch (hence, no doubt, the
name) and raster images for importing
into DTP or CAD programs. Digital
effects and smooth gradient filled
areas can be overlaid on images and
colour pictures can be converted to
monochrome.

A zoom function enables you to
enlarge from 100% to 1,600% with 256
grey levels in an ordered dither mode.
Other features include a large array of
drawing tools and instruments, and

effects such as structurise and
smudge as well as a clarity
adjustment.

Editing high resolution black and
white images is not easy, so Retouche
should prove welcome at the
professional artist end of the market.
Which is just as well, because the
package costs in the region of £200
including printer and scanning drivers
from Copycare Graphic Services, 231
Northborough Road, Norbury, London,
SW16 4TU. (= 081 679 T307).

issue 16-NOVEMBER-90






ACTUAL AMIGA SCREENSHOTS

1 9PH Tel: 0279 600197

s=AClVISIO

@ 1989 Irem Corporation Licensed to
Activision (UK) Ltd.
Marketed & Distributed by Activision

(LK) Ltd.




20 (30) ARCHIPELAGOS 10 (3} Grim Blood Mastertronic
Logotron £24.99

ATARI ST GALLUP SOFTWARE CHARTS

Victory in the autumn Fnumber flight-sim war goes to Microprose's F-16, moving up a
place to the top spot in place of Anco's Kick Off sequel (yet still people buy the original,
which also remains in the Top 40!), a short neck ahead of new entry Shadow
Warriors. Indeed, Ocean must be pretty chuffed, managing four in the top ten, including
that monster platform epic Rainbow Islands (6 — suddenly up from last month's 27). Alex
Ferguson must be envying the silicon version of Man U (up to 8 from 14 - he should be
so luckyl), one of seven footie titles in the top 40. (And Elite are just about to release
another one?)

Still, this chart offers a number of puzzlers. What the hell is Archipelagos doing back
in (20)? And why the continued success of Rorkes Drift, despite its awfulness (13)?

Fast faders include Millennium's Resolution 101 (50) and the astonishingly
successful Robocop, sinking at last to 66. Damocles takes a sudden tumble (down 25
to 40), while Mirrorsoft must be wondering what went wrong with Back to the Future Il
(59) and Theme Park Mystery, languishing way on down at 63.

Top non-games appearance is good old STOS (32), while in the budget chart Action
16 give budget bandits Codemasters a run for their fiver. stf
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who's buying Kick Off 1, still up
there at 312

T SRR SRR
AND FINALLY...

Games that keep getting nicked
from the ST Format offices

Kick Off Il - Anco

Resolution 101 - Millennium
Sim City - Infogrames

Xenon Il - Mirrorsoft

Blood Money - Psygnosis
Rainbow Islands - Ocean
Populous - Electronic Arts
Emmanuelle - Tomahawk*
Kick Off - Anco

Stunt Car Racer - Microprose

D D0 =) O O P R e

L=]

° Which desperate fifle pervert...” Angwers on 2 posicard, please, bo.

isswe 16~NOVEMBER-90

B (Main chart: last month's position in
brackets; STF refers to issue and score of
review in ST FORMAT). These full price ST
and budget ST top ten charts are compiled
by Gallup Ltd © European Leisure Software
Publishers Assocation Ltd 1990

ST FORMAT i3
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































