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Welcome to the first ST magazine in the history of the world to bring you over
1,000K of ST software, plus a complete game. It's all yours!

Golden Axe
plus Puzznic

Not one average unplayable demo (ha!), but two fully playable absolute Christ-
mas crackers. Warning: lethally addictive! B Plus a fully useable demo version of
Personal Finance Manager Plus (see page 214) and much - very much - more...

Interphase
We gave it 93%: now we give you
this ST FORMAT Gold classic!
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“cheap™ for a tenner less. Because you own it already. Now turn to page 49...
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Unvelled:

super-fast

Viega

tari USA have unveiled
A the latest addition to the
ST range of computers.

The Mega STE is a hybrid,
combining all the features of the
Mega ST with the superb graphics
and sound of the STE, but with
one surprising addition: it's twice
as fast.

The new machine, aimed prin-
cipally at the business market, has
a specification which leaves all
comparable machines standing.
Atari have also made the decision
to bundle it with a series of DTP
packages for the American market
- including some of the best pro-
fessional programs ever released
for the ST.

An entry level package
includes Fleet Street Publisher 3,
while more expensive options
include Pagestream, Calamus or
Atari's own top of the range
DeskSet 2.

Not surprisingly, Atari have
decided to stick with the 68000
chip, the central processor in the
existing ST range. But what is
astonishing is that the new com-

STE

by Andrew Hutchinson

B With an absolutely cracking tech-spec, the stunningly fast
Mega STE looks set to give Atari a superb start to 1991

puters run at 16MHz - twice as
fast as the STFM or 1040 STE.
The machine can switch between
this rate and the usual ST rate of
8MHz, so it's quite capable of
being used as a rich person's
games machine.

Also included is a new version
of TOS, the ST's operating sys-
tem, apparently owing much to
replacement desktops such as

ST FORMAT COMMENT

mhﬂ-ﬂhhﬂﬂlﬂhﬁncmnm
“hmmnﬂnhhpﬂ-ﬁhﬂhm

player ailks. its specification Is

mm-mhumwm-ﬂum
modore Amiga range of games machines.

All arguments about grephics and sound are no longer relevant, es
the new STE has the same graphlcs and sound ss the Commodore
Amiga games mechine, but &t more than twice Its clock speed. What's
mMMMMhhmnm“
to support the machine becauss of its business configuration.

The ST's massive softwere base should prove to be one of the new
mmmmmﬂ:“dmu
recreationsl software eiready around, can Atari go far wrong?

Woell, yes and no. Atarl mhnﬁm““ﬁ
British division. The catalogue of mistakes which the company mads
mmummuhﬂmn-ﬂlmm_
puter. It would be for the benefit of all of us If they do buy Atarl.

NET £25 OF SOFTWARE - FF ! SEE PAGE 201
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Neodesk from Gribnif software or
Gemini, the German Public Domain
program.

An entrylevel Mega STE
comes with 1MByte of RAM which
is expandable to 4MBytes by the
addition of easytodinstall SIMM
cards. A 16K memory cache
speeds disk access times by
remembering file access routes.
All the ports and sockets which
have made the ST and STE so
popular have been included, along
with a VME slot for expansion
cards such as Ethernet (a network-
ing card).

In America, Atari are bundling
the entry level Mega STE with
a high resolution monitor at
$1,799.95 (about £930). This
compares favourably with the
price of a Mega ST1, which costs
£509.99 with a high resolution
monitor.

W In this issue FORMAT's Editor
Steve Carey challenges Atari UK's
boss Bob Gleadow to defend his
company’s record. Gleadow's
response is nothing if not robust -
but is it convincing? Tumn to page
32 and you can be the judge...

NEWS

THE MEGA STE:
FULL SPEC

architecture
CPU: Motorola 68000
running at 16MHz
BUS: 16-Bit external, 32-Bit
internal, 24-bit address
RAM: 2MBytes expandable
to 4Mbytes
ROM: 256K internal,
128K external
Blitter graphics
co-processor chip
Builtin 3.5 inch double-
sided floppy drive
8-Bit digital stereo sound
4,096 colour palette

Keyboard
Separate, low profile,
QWERTY typewriter keyboard
94 keys including ten
function keys and separate
numeric keypad
Keyboard processor to
reduce CPU overhead

Operating
system
TOS 2.0 with GEM operating
environment (see News from
abroad, page 25, for
full details)
Automatic boot in ROM
Interface includes new icons,
mult-windowing, pull down
menus, keyboard short-cuts

Input/output
ports
Printer: parallel
interface at 8Bit
Modem: RS 232C running at
between 50 and 19,200 baud
Hard disk drive: DMA port
rl.mmg at 10Mbits/sec

Do you have ST news for us?

Call ST FORMAT on 0225
442244 and speak to News Edi-
tor Andrew Hutchinson - or
write to News Desk, ST FOR-
MAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath
BA1 2BW. (Leads treated in
strictest confidence if you wish.)

ST FORMAT 9



Sreen Shots Atan ST

"IT'LL MAKE

YOUR HEAD SPIN"

Spindizzy is back! Hanging in space is a
cluster of worlds and for each world a
different quest awaits. GERALD (a
Geographical Environment Reconnaissance 7
and Land-Mapping Device) is all set to == "Will provide you with hours of
explore the solar system, collecting energy @’ absorbing entertainment” — ST Formal
crystals scattered around the scrolling 3D "“lt's great. You'd be more than
environment. You'd better have your Spindizzy a bit dizzy to miss it!” — The One
skills honed to perfection to escape before the e A e
crushing time-limit spells an end to your game- r@ \:"?‘;ﬁ
conquering aspirations! e i




2ot S NPRY.
M This Star printer is even

better than we said it was in
last month’s review...

Incidentally, our grovelling
apologies to Star and to our
readers for the interference
by that bungler's friend The
Printer's Gremlin which
resulted in us totally screwing
up the prices in our review
last issue of Star's LC-200 and
LC24-200 printers.

The former costs £297.85,
the latter £366.85 (£424.35
for the colour version).

Given that our reviewer
mistakenly believed them to
cost much more, our revised
verdict is as follows: LC-200,
90% (and therefore FORMAT
Gold); LC24-200 93% (also
FORMAT Gold). Star Micronics
= 0494 471111. Er... oops?

issue 18=JANUARY-91

Buy your ST a PC - for under £100

That ever-popular PC emulator PC
Speed has just taken a massive
price cut of nearly 50%, to just
£99. PC Speed’s UK distributors
Compo are confident that a “whole
group of ST users who haven't
been able to get into PC emula
tion, now can." Neal O'nions,
Compo's managing director, puts
the extraordinary price down to
“the magic of German production

techniques,” but doesn't explain
what magic has suddenly enabled
the hardware to sell for half its pre-
vious price and still, one assumes,
turn in a profit.

The £99 wonder was released
at the Computer Shopper Show in
early December to a Christmas
bargain hunting, hardware hungry
crowd. Details from Compo =
0480 891819.

J'\I'Ulls:ll.ll: UISIT TVGIILD UG Wi
pany intends to hold regional road-
shows, demonstrations  and
workshops.

W See the special report on

Atari's plans for 1991 in this

issue, beginning on page 29.
The next issue of
ST FORMAT is on
sale Thursday 10
January.

Can you afford to
miss it? See page
218 now for your
free order form!
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