Argonaut (Starglider 2) reckon
Birds of Prey is “the most
comprehensive
flight sim ever
created”
- but then,
they would
say that,
wouldn’t

they? NN ||
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SN Q'\\D fellow humans!

Bartholomew J, Simpson here, with a very important

ALRE \NWADING
PRIVGFIELD
That's right man! A buncha slimy, horribie; totally
gross and putrid-mensters are taking over the bodies
of the people who live here and.they wanna build a
weapon that's gonna take over the entire planet!
PReTTy CoOL, HUW? .
Anyway, yours truly is-the only one who can see 'em!
I've gotta spray-paint things, get radical onmy
skateboard, use my trusty slingshot, and in general
behave like a nuisance, man.
Plus, with cvil dudes like Nelson the bully and
Sideshow Bob getting in my way, it's a good thing
I've got the rest of the Simpsons to help me out!
So if you're a decent person S
a patriot, and somebody 3
who cares about this sorry
planet, you'll do the right
thing.

= R | |

BUy THiS GaME!
Thanks man.
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Atari demand withdrawal of Neochrome, Joust and others from PD lists ® Software house delay Populous 2 release

by Neil Jackson

ome 44 programs currently

being distributed by many Pub-

lic Domain libraries — including

classic games and popular utili

ties like Neochrome - are not
PD and should not be distributed free,
Atari insist.

Atari hold the copyright on all the
programs, and are circulating the long
list of titles in the hope of persuading
PD libraries to remove them from their
catalogues. Included in the list are some
ancient and welkknown titles — like the
popular art program Neochrome and
the widely-hailed coin-op platform game
Joust - which have been presumed
“Public Domain” since their appearance
in the UK some six years aga.

According to Bob Katz, Atari's Soft-
ware Development Manager in the UK,
“the situation has mushroomed. We
knew that Neochrome could be found in
some PD libraries and it would've been
fine if it had stopped at that.”

But many other Atari-owned ftitles
have been popping up as PD and Atari
began to get worried. Now copies of
Joust, along with Microsoft Write, Crys-
tal Castles, Battlezone and even 9 Lives
(which is planned for inclusion in a new
Atari bundle - see page 8) are proliferat-
ing around PD libraries. “Joust, for
example, wasn't a hot seller,” said Katz,
“but Atari are still selling it for compila-
tions and budget releases. This just kills
it off completely.”

Neochrome has even inspired a “rip-
off" version — Neochrome Master. This is

a re-written version of Neochrome which,
according to Katz, "bears so much
resemblance to Neochrome, it's obvious.
It's illegal and it must be stopped.” Atari
still make something in the region of
£3,000 per year on the sales of the origi-
nal, bonafide Neochrome.

Katz was eager to make sure that
Atari don't come across negatively as a
result of the announcement. “We don't
plan to get heavy with the PD libraries.
Atari is totally supportive of Public
Domain and Shareware libraries and we
want to work with them, not against

“We knew Neochrome
was in some PD libraries
and it would’ve been
fine if it had stopped at
that, but the situation
has mushroomed”

I 5 0B KATZ

them. The list is basically to clear up the
myths and is a polite request to respon-
sible PD libraries to stop distributing
these titles.”

Atari contacted 15 libraries initially
and Katz is hoping to contact many
more as soon as possible. He wants to
improve the level of contact between PD
libraries and Atari, so that in the future
Atari can release PD titles via the same
libraries. Atari are planning to release at
least one program, an ST test program,
in this way. Katz advises all PD libraries
to get in touch “so that we all know
what's what, and we can work together.”

Atari crack down
on illegal PD

T
4|3 g\
Bl [1e

V. |
® For many years, everyone thought
Neochrome, the popular graphics pro-
gram, was Public Domain. Atari say no.

@ Atari are asserting their copyright
over 9 Lives - once widely available but
now destined for a new ST bundie.

® Defender 2, Jeff Minter's fast, frantic
homage to the arcade game - or rather,
Atari's. They own it and are saying so.

ATARI-OWNED, NOT PD: THE COMPLETE LIST

9 Lives Bridge Master
Armada Bridge Tutor
Asteroids CHKDSK

Asteroids Deluxe
Atari Archive
Atari Grand Prix

Cracked

Backgammon Defender 2
Badlands Pete Enterprise
Borodino Final Legacy

Chronicles of Omega

Crystal Castles

Gettysburg Microsoft Write Portfolio Chess
Gomuku/Renju Missile Command Prince

Hellraider Moon Patrol Pyramax
HyperChart Moonbase Star Breaker
HyperDraw Music Maker Star Raiders
HyperPaint Music Maker 2 Super Breakout
HyperPaint 2 Music Maker Plus Tempest

Joust Neochrome XOR

LDW Power Photon Storm - 44 programs in all.

DON'T MISS OUR SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER opposite page 67

TV show seeks
top game-players

Hewland International, creators of BBC's
Good Sport TV show, are about to begin
production of a ten part series dedicated
| to all aspects of home micro, console
and arcade games - and they're looking
for top game-players to take part.

The new series, Gamesmaster, is to
be screened every Tuesday at 6.30pm
from 31 December on Channel Four.

Gamesmaster will be a “magazine”
format show, featuring games competi-
tions, new hardware and software
reviews and previews, software charts,
hints and tips, and computer-related
news items and features. The show will
look at all kinds of games, from RPGs
and strategy games to shoot-'em-ups,
platform games and simulations.

To get things off the ground, Hew-
land need at least 30 competitors ur-
gently. They're looking for skilled players
of all ages to appear in head-to-head
challenges. If you're interested in com-
peting, send details of your games
achievements, your personal details
| (age, occupation, address and telephone
number) and a recent photograph to:
Hewland International, Gamesmaster
competition, 1 Indescon Court, Millhar-
bour, London E14 9TN.

Gamesmaster is due to commence
| recording for five days from 4 Novem-
ber, in front of a live studio audience. For
a free ticket to be part of the audience,
apply to the same address or phone
= 071 712 9536 or = 071 712 9533.

| Try adding some
byte to your ST...

Crittercal Computers have announced
the latest in ST add-ons, the Critters -
special cuddly toys that wrap around
your menitor and make it look almost
lovable. There are four species of these
five-part furry creatures: the Teddy
Bear, Dragon, Bunny Rabbit and British
Bulldog. Each one sticks to your monitor
using Velcro strips, and costs £24.99
plus £2 p-&-p. Contact Crittercal at PO
Box 300A, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 5YA.

® This “Critter” is not just cute but also
a dead giveaway - we always said other
machines were dogs...

ST FORMAT NOVEMBER 1991
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== | Just wait for it

Atari serious about their
Christmas ad campaign

by Neil Jackson

tronic Arts, the game's publish-
ers, have announced that the
game won't now be released
until January.

This seems like an odd
| move, because Peter Molyneux,
head of the game's creators
Bullfrog, reckons the game
should be completely finished
and ready for release at the end
| of November.

If the game were to be
released by December there's
very little doubt that it would
instantly go to the top of the
charts and stay there over the

hoping to

sell the ST 5 Christmas period. But EA cite
as a “real by Ed Ricketts the need for a well-written man-
computer.” | ual as the main reason for the
We naver Following our extensive pre-  decision to postpone release.
thougnt it | view of Populous 2 last issue The delay also gives Bull
::::;:‘ | (see page 130 to order a back frog the chance to finetune
that! issue if you missed it), Elec- the game more thoroughly. In

particular, the team are talking
of using the whole screen for
the main landscape display,
increasing its size with no loss
of speed. The overall map dis-
play would disappear alto-
gether or become smaller, and
the other indicators would also
be redesigned to fit around the
expanded landscape. Accord-
ing to Bullfrog, these changes
would only need a day's pro-
gramming to implement.

One thing is certain: Popu-
lous 2 is going to be one
major game.

5 the inevitable annual

Christmas crush ap-

proaches and all the

home micro manufac-

turers  struggle to
divert consumer  attention
towards their machines, Atari
are beginning their new cam-
paign for the ST.

This year, they are pushing
the ST as a “real computer,”
stressing that “parents can be
confident that they are making
the best investment in their
family's future.” This responsi
ble and authoritative stance is
to be Atari's soapbox for the
New Year.

There's been some jug-
gling of the various “bundle-
packs,” underlining  Atar's

intention to make the ST
appear as a “serious” machine,
with more than just good
games potential.

The 520STE Discovery
¥tra pack now has a different
set of four games: Sim City,
Final Flight, Robot Monsters
and 9 Lives. It's also lost the
joystick which used to be a
part of the pack. Since the
games are keyboard con
trolled, Atari consider the joy-
stick “too gamey” for the
company’s new position.

The 1040STE Family Cur-
riculum pack remains the
same, keeping its emphasis on
size and power but steering
clear of games entirely. This
setup seems to have worked
very well for Atari: the Family
Curriculum pack is regarded by
retailers as the success of the

summer of '91, because

stocks earmarked for the
Christmas rush had sold out by
the end of August.

Atari are looking once
more to TV advertising to
heighten awareness of the ST
this Christmas. Last year's
campaign was considered such
a success (the ST was the only
16-bit computer advertised on
national TV) that another £2
million or more is to be spent
advertising on national TV, on
satellite TV and in the national
and specialist press.

With  Atari's  new-found
confidence that the ST is
indeed “seriously the better

computer,” who knows, per- |

haps we'll see a more serious
Atari commitment to the
legions of developers writing

serious applications for the ST.

.Pnpuhulz:ddayodmﬂumu-ry,-nﬂformun‘lmpub
lishers and not the programmers who are to blame. Still, the
delay gives Bullfrog time to tinker with it, and that can't be bad!

@ Jeff Minter, the
man behind Llama-
tron, Trip-a-Tron...
but not Tron. That
was a movie, okay?

ST FORMAT NOVEMBER 1991

Liamatron author share' more

Hippie software author Jeff
Minter plans to release another
two Llamasoft titles as Shareware
for the ST. This move is prompted
by the successful launch of the
dazzling hit Liamatron as a Share-
ware title early this year (aided by
wide distribution on FORMAT Cover
Disk 24, of course).

The new titles are Colour-
space, the light-synthesizer which
formed the basis of Minter's light-
show generator Trip-a-Tron, and
Revenge of the Mutant Camels, a
laser-spitting shoot'em-up. Colour-
space is available now, for a regis-
tration fee of £5, and Revenge of

the Mutant Camels is expected
before the end of the year.

Commenting on the success
of Llamatron, Minter said: “We've
already made about £4,000 out of
the ST version, and we're still get:
ting about five registrations a day.
While this isn't as much as you
might make from a commercial
blockbuster, it's definitely more
than you'd make selling a commer-
cial budget game.”

Minter hopes he's given a bit
more credibility to the idea of
Shareware, even though he admits
it took some persuasion to get the
rest of Liamasoft switched on to it

-] 'l i vh

g " T

@ Jeff Minter's Llamatron, already
a classic - and it was Shareware!

in the first place. However, they've
seen the light, so you can get your
copy of Colourspace direct from
Llamasoft at 49 Mount Pleasant,
Tadley, Hants. (= 0734 814478).
Don't forget to include your fiver.
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IRAGOM CRYSTAL ... 1990 SHINOBI . BOND (1 MEG) [SS1) ... 1 : 599 THUNDERHAWK 17.95
ACTORY PAMIC .........16.99 SUPER MOMNACO GP . DAMOCLES + 699 TOKI 1695
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fem
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MAUPITI ISLAND
MEGATRAVELL
MEGLOMAMNIA ..
MENACE ..

19.48

filem

QUICKSHOT 130F
PYTHOMN
9.99
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3 99 MURDERDS ...
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F15 GFRIKE EAGLE 799 OPERATION WOLF 29 with labels :
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ENUVE SR ET FERRARI FORMULA 1 ...........8,99 POOL OF RADIANGE (1 MEGT 1969 Mmﬁmmﬁﬁ &o u?nmer?a g
FINAL FIGHT ... 18,99 POPULOUS & SIM CITY 1669 pe
FISH! \M—SCHOLLSJ ..... 389 POWERDRIFT 289 Non-software items please add 10% EEC or 25% World.
FISTS OF FURY ..... 18,49 POWERMONGER DS 19049
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Rather than concentrating on
just one of the three Godfather
films, the game is to include
reconstructions of scenes from
all three.

In the game, you take the
part of a member of the Cor-

ing the villa of Hyman Roth (the  anyway), it's unlikely that the |
baddie for this game will be ready in time to

top the Christmas
Expect to see it sometime
around January, when we'll be
giving it the usual thorough STF

level) takes you to the sub-
level. By level 4 you're battling
the bad guys in Miami in the
"70s, with a boatjumping sub-
level in the motor launch. De-  review.

charts.

TP G B I BRI G MARIEA WS W e TIAE AR Saes e memeae g ey

contact the STSPA at: 43 Midford Road, Bath, Avon BA2 5RW.
Voice-phone = 0225 836182, modem-phone = 0225 840060.

M For reviews of the latest PD releases for the ST, turn to our Public Sector
pages, beginning page 47. For all the hottest information about PD and Share-
ware, watch for Future Publishing’s new magazine, cleverly titled Public

Domain - issue one goes on sale on Thursday 3 October, price £2.95.

Bigger, better binders

It's always offered you more,
but now there really is more in it -
more of the best games reviews,
news coverage and software and
hardware tests. And now, to match
ST FORMAT's new large-style pages,
we're offering large-format binders fo

® 5TF's new, bigger format means it
contains more of the ST information
you want - and now you can get new
binders contain the new, bigger STF.

our readers. If you want to preserve
your valuable copies of ST FORMAT,
turn right now to page 118 for full
ordering details.

The new binders are priced at
£4.95 each or £9.00 a pair, but you
may be eligible for a free one if you
bought a standard-sized binder since
ST FORMAT issue 25. Phone our mail
order department on = 0458 74011
if you're one of the lucky ones (we'll

know if you are) and we'll send you
a new-style replacement completely
free of charge.

While stocks last, we're also
offering old-style binders free of
charge to anyone who orders two or
more back issues. So now's your
chance to bundle up all your old back
issues and catch up on the ones you
couldn't get hold of. Too good to
miss really, innit?

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































